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Foreword 


Ounce  you  know  the  history  of  the  Morisco  Ricote  such  as  written  in 
1615  by  Miguel  Cervantes  de  Saavedra,  the  author  of  Don  Quixote, 
Volume  11,  then  you  realice  that  the  Ricote  Valley  became  a  very 
famous  place  in  the  XVtl  century.  In  those  years  Blanca,  with  more 
than  1000  inhabitants,  was  the  biggest  village  of  that  area  that 
covered  the  six  villages:  Abaran,  Blanca,  Oj6s,  Ricote,  Ulea  and 
Villanueva  de  Segura. 

Today  Blanca  remains  with  6000  inhabitants  a  small  village  in 
comparision  with  other  towns  and  the  advantage  is  that  we  so  still 
can  observe  an  Islamic  sphere  in  this  zone.  The  Town  council  of 
Blanca  is  doing  its  utmost  to  preserve  the  natural  zones.  This 
resulted  in  long-term  solutions  in  protecting  the  natural  and  cultural 
heritage  of  part  of  the  Ricote  Valley.  Today  we  see  an  increasing 
tendence  for  ecotourism  in  this  zone.  Blanca  has  a  nice  river  that 
gives  you  the  opportuity  to  practice  rafting  between  the  towns  of 
Cieza  and  Blanca.  There  are  other  outdoors  activities,  such  as  hiking, 
cycling  and  climbing. 

Blanca  is  the  ideal  place  for  the  slow  movement,  to  enjoy  the  charm 
of  its  landscapes  and  to  relax  and  live  better.  One  cannot  hurry  the 
act  of  creation.  Maybe  this  is  a  reason  that  we  find  in  this  village  so 
many  painters.  They  all  need  pace,  slowness,  silence  to  be  creative 
and  productive.  I  came  from  Holland,  40  years  ago,  and  hated  in  that 
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country  the  long  queues  of  cars,  the  great  haste  of  the  people. 
During  my  travels  to  many  foreign  eountries  as  a  result  of 
international  business  I  eame  to  the  eonclusion  that  there  for  me  are 
only  two  plaees  to  live  well:  Haiwai  and  Blanea. 

Direetors  of  the  eompanies  here  and  abroad  complained  that  I  was 
never  available  on  my  mobile,  but  I  forced  myself  not  to  be  in  a 
hurry.  There  is  an  email  to  inform  me  the  events,  because  I  need 
time  for  thinking  and  ereating.  I  eame  to  the  eonclusion  that  hurry  is 
not  necessary  to  earn  money  for  living.  Many  earlier  friends  in 
Holland  became  a  burnout  and  when  we  realize  that  900.000  people 
in  the  Netherlands  have  a  burnout  then  it  becomes  clear  that 
something  is  going  wrong  in  this  soeiety.  Unfortunately,  Spain  is 
going  in  the  same  direction  because  today  we  live  with  18%  more 
hurry  than  years  ago. 

And  of  eourse  living  in  fast-forward  takes  a  grim  toll  on  the 
environment.  Happily,  there  is  a  new  tendence  that  began  in  the 
United  States:  „back  to  nature”  or  „get  back  to  nature”  is  now  the 
slogan. 

And  patience,  when  living  in  Blanea,  is  a  must  have.  Things  move  at 
a  naturally  slower  pace  down  here.  It  is  one  of  the  reasons  people 
escaped  the  hectic  hamster  wheel  type  of  life  they  were  living.  They 
wanted  slowness  and  they  wanted  it  now!  They  wanted  lots  and  lots 
of  slowness.  A  Whatever,  Whenever  type  of  attitude,  the  Spanish  say 
it  so  well,  mahana  man  ! ! 

The  Rieote  Valley,  in  whieh  Blanea  lies,  is  a  eountry  within  the 
country  Spain;  with  its  own  mentality  and  having  still  traees  of  the 
Islamie  culture  eenturies  ago.  “If  God  wills”  (Si  Dios  Quiere),  and 
“Walk  with  God”  (Anda  eon  Dios).  Maybe  the  latest  expression  had 
to  do  with  the  Arabie  dialeet  in  Morroe  where  they  say:  “Go  where 
God  makes  you  go”  (Anda  donde  el  Dios  te  hace  caminar).  “Walk 
with  God”  is  the  greeting  you  still  hear  in  Blanea. 
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Briefly  said,  Blanca  is  a  small  village  with  warm  people  where 
slowness  and  nature  still  exist  and  where  hospitality  is  one  of  its 
strong  points. 


Having  been  in  international  business  for  40  years  1  have  felt  the 
need  to  write  this  book  in  many  lenguages.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
people  abroad  should  know  the  first  and  last  Islamic  place  in  Spain, 
known  as  the  Ricote  Valley  to  which  Blanca  belongs. 


Govert  Westerveld 
Hispanist  and  Cronicle  of  Blanca 
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Blanca 

Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 


For  more  information  direct  yourself  to: 

Municipal  Tourist  Office 
Avenida  Rio  Segura  - 

Centro  de  Interpretacion  de  la  Luz  y  el  Agua 

30540  Blanca  (Murcia)  Spain 

Telephone:  34  968  775  093 

Fax:  34  968  778  661 

Mobil:  34  649  928  851 

Email:  turismovallericote@gmail.com 

Websites: 

http://www.turismovallericote.com/ 

http  ://www.amigosdelvalle.es/ 

https://www.facebook.com/valle.dericoteinagotable 
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Municipal  Tourist  Office 
Foto:  Covert  Westerveld 


/unUtica  2015 
“SciAn  <^  'Pue&ia  " 


VISITAS  Y  RUTAS  DE  INVIERNO 

_  Mat 


Naturaleza 

p  ■  Guisos  de  la  abuela 

Descubre  Blanca 


Organiza  y  Desarrolla: 


Ademas  Degustaciones,  Catas  y  Sorteos 

Informacion  y  reservas: 

Telf.  649928851 

www.turismovallericote.com 

info@valledericote.net 


X 


CONTENT 


Preface  of  the  author  V 

01.  English  01 

02.  German  57 

03.  Dutch  74 

04.  Italian  92 

05.  French  108 

06.  Swedish  124 

07.  Russian  139 

08.  Arabic  156 

09.  Japonese  168 

10.  Chinese  187 

11.  The  Ricote  Valley  one  of  the  first  places  of 

Cultivation  lemons  in  Spain  199 


XI 


Valle  de  Ricote,  inagotable  -  Amigos  del  Valle  de  Rieote 


Coat  of  Arms  of  Blanca 
(Luis  Lison  Hernandez) 


XII 


Town  Council  of  Blanca 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


Rafael  Laorden  Carrasco,  Mayor  of  the  village 
Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Esther  Hortelano,  Councilwoman  of  Culture 
Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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The  Dreamers 


From  left  to  right: 


-Go vert  Westerveld:  former  businessman,  Hispanist,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Alfonso  X  ”the  Wise”,  specialist  in  the  Moriscos,  and  chronicler 
of  Blanca. 

-Antonio  Molina  Mellado:  manager  of  the  Association  ^^amigosdelvalle”  and 
the  company  ”Valle  de  Ricote  inagotable”  promoting  the  RICOTE  VALLEY 
and  the  TOWNS  IN  THE  REGION  OF  MURCIA. 

-Alvaro  Pena:  painter  and  cartoonist  with  a  degree  in  political  science  and 
sociology,  alternating  his  work  between  painting,  comics,  and  cartoons.  He  is 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Alfonso  X  ”the  Wise”,  has  taught  various 
courses  in  painting,  illustration,  and  comics.  He  obtained  the  Institutional 
Solidarity  Award  (Madrid  2010)  awarded  by  FEBHI.  He  was  selected  for  the 
Innocent  Prize  2011  of  the  Foundation  Inocente,  inocent. 

-Angel  Rios  Martinez:  former  professor  of  secondary  education  in  Blanca, 
musician,  great  organizer  of  official  events,  specialist  in  the  Moriscos, 
chronicler  of  Blanca,  and  librarian  of  the  Association  of  Official  Chroniclers 
of  the  Region  of  Murcia. 
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And  so,  my  fellow  Americans: 

ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you, 
ask  what  you  can  do  for  your  country. 

— ^John  F.  Kennedy,  inauguration  address,  January  1961. 
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Blanca  is  a  Spanish  municipality  located  in  the  Vega  Alta  del 
Segura  in  the  region  of  Murcia.  It  belongs  to  one  of  the  six 
municipalities  of  the  Ricote  Valley  (Valle  de  Ricote)  together  with 
Abaran,  Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea,  and  Villanueva  de  Segura.  Blanca 
neighbours  in  the  north  with  the  municipality  of  Abaran,  in  the  south 
with  those  of  Ulea  and  Ojos,  in  the  east  with  the  municipalities  of 
Molina  de  Segura  and  Fortuna,  and  in  the  west  with  the  municipality 
of  Ricote.  Blanca  covers  the  area  of  87.7  km^,  its  average  altitude  is 
233m,  and  the  village  has  6,489  inhabitants,  according  to  the  INE  in 
2011. 


Road  Communications 

The  main  road  communication  near  Blanca  is  the  A-30  motorway 
(Albacete,  Murcia).  The  A-33  between  Fuente  la  Higuera  and  Blanca 
is  currently  being  built.  This  motorway  will  improve  connection  to 
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Valencia.  From  Murcia  Blanca  is  accessible  by  the  A-30  motorway, 
exit  111  Blanca-ffcc  rail  station,  from  Madrid  through  exit  1 10  of  the 
A-30  motorway  or  by  the  main  road  N-301.  From  Valencia  one  can 
drive  to  Blanca  through  the  intersection  of  the  future  A-33  motorway 
to  the  A-30  motorway  or  via  the  main  road  N-344. 


History 

We  have  to  go  to  the  year  713  with  the  arrival  of  the  Arab  conquest 
for  finding  permanent  human  presence  in  the  town  of  Blanca.  The 
first  testimony  brings  us  the  remainder  of  its  castle  dating  from  the 
twelfth  century.  In  the  thirteenth  century  it  was  known  by  the  name 
of  Negra,  apparently  because  of  the  color  of  the  black  mountain  near 
the  castle  and  population  center.  This  castle  was  built  between  1155 
and  1171  by  the  first  King  of  Murcia,  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis, 
known  as  the  Wolf  King. 


The  castle  of  Blanca 
Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Patio 

Public  Domain 


The  historical  connection  to  form  part  of  the  Moorish  Ricote  Valley 
was  found  in  1228  during  the  insurrection  led  by  Ibn  Hud  from 
Ricote  against  the  Almohads.  However,  after  his  death  ten  years  later 
anarchy  and  lawlessness  propagated  in  the  Kingdom  of  Murcia, 
causing  the  Alcaraz  Pact  signed  with  Castile  in  1243,  which  required 
submission  to  the  Crown  as  a  protectorate  and  respecting  and 
guaranteeing  the  possessions  and  Muslim  traditions  in  change  of 
vassalage  to  the  Castilian  king.  Once  Alfonso  X  had  been  instated 
on  the  Castilian  throne  and  after  breaking  some  clauses  of  the  Treaty 
the  Mudejar  population  revolted  between  1264  and  1266.  After 
suppressing  the  revolution  Alfonso  X  gave  the  Ricote  Valley 
population  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  Murcia,  being  thus  included 
in  the  territory  of  the  city.  With  the  death  of  Fernando  de  la  Cerda, 
the  eldest  son  and  Castilian  heir,  the  struggle  began  for  succession  to 
the  throne  of  Castile.  The  struggle  was  between  Fernando's  sons,  the 
infants  de  la  Cerda,  and  his  uncle,  the  son  of  Alfonso  X,  the  Infante 
Don  Sancho.  In  a  document  dated  March  25  1281  the  future  Sancho 
IV  promised  to  reward  the  Order  of  Santiago  by  donating  the  Ricote 
Valley  including  Negra  (Blanca)  if  it  helped  him  in  his  struggle  for 
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the  crown.  When  being  proclaimed  king  in  Seville  on  November  19 
1285,  Sancho  IV  fulfilled  his  commitment  and  gave  to  the  Order  of 
Santiago  the  Ricote  Valley,  their  neighbourhoods,  villages,  and 
places  for  the  support  provided  (1). 


Ibn  Hud 


(c)  Alvaro  Pena  Saez 


Peace  did  not  last  long  in  the  Ricote  Vally  because  James  II  of 
Aragon  invaded  the  Kingdom  of  Murcia  in  1296  to  reward  himself 
for  the  help  given  to  the  other  party,  i.e.|  the  Infants  de  la  Cerda,  in 
the  struggle  for  succession  to  the  throne  against  his  uncle.  During 
this  occupation  Negra  and  its  castle  were  given  to  the  counselor 
Bernardo  de  Sarria,  although  the  santiaguista  commander  of  Ricote 
claimed  to  replace  them  to  John  Osores  on  19  September  1303.  The 
last  time  the  name  of  Negra  is  stated  in  a  document  is  in  the  year 
1315.  The  change  of  the  name  Negra  to  Blanca  probably  took  place 
between  the  years  1353  and  1362  by  the  influence  of  Dona  Blanca 
de  Borbon,  Queen  of  Castile,  who  was  abandoned  by  King  Pedro  I 
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and  defended  by  Fadrique,  Master  of  the  Order  of  Santiago,  and  by 
Sancho  Sanchez  de  Moscoso,  the  santiaguista  commander  of  Ricote 
(2). 


Arabs  in  Blanca 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 


In  1382  Blanca  appeared  for  the  first  time  under  the  name  of  Blanca. 
The  Advancer  (Counselor)  of  the  Kingdom  of  Murcia,  Martin 
Alonso  de  Valdivieso,  required  the  freedom  of  a  Moor  from  Blanca 
who  was  captured  upon  request  of  a  Jew  of  Elche.  (3). 

Unfair  events  could  not  stop  the  war  instability  in  the  middle 
decades  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It  caused  the  abandonment  of 
Blanca's  people  marching  with  the  troops  of  the  King  of  Granada 
after  a  foray  into  the  Kingdom  of  Murcia.  Thereafter,  after 
demanding  tax  benefits,  Blanca's  people  returned.  After  the  bloody 
sack  of  Cieza  in  1477,  which  left  the  villages  depopulated,  the 
inhabitants  of  Blanca  again  left  their  village.  They  returned  again  in 
1492  after  the  conquest  of  the  Kingdom  of  Granada.  The  domain  of 
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the  Order  of  Santiago  on  Blanea  and  the  rest  of  the  Rieote  Valley 
would  be  extended  until  the  nineteenth  eentury. 


Fadrique,  Master  of  the  Order  of  Santiago 
and  Blanca  de  Borbon,  queen  of  Castile 
Painting  of  Luis  Molina  (Blanca) 
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In  order  to  improve  the  performance  of  their  lands  in  the  early  years 
of  this  domain  the  Order  convinced  the  Mohammedans  of  Blanca  to 
convert  to  Christianity  before  the  new  law  in  1501.  They  were  now 
called  new  Christians.  The  Mohammedans  converted  after  the  new 
law  of  1501  were  called  Moors.  In  1507  the  Catholic  Monarchs  gave 
instructions  to  build  churches  in  place  of  the  old  mosques  (4). 

With  this  conversion  to  Christianity  the  Muslim  population  hoped  to 
get  rid  of  the  fiscal  pressures  to  which  they  were  subject  all  the  time. 
However,  their  frustration  was  great  seeing  that  this  was  not  the 
case,  and  this  provoked  a  violent  uprising  of  the  Moorish  population 
throughout  the  Valley  in  1517.  This  rebellion  was  suppressed  and 
repressed  a  year  later. 

Throughout  the  sixteenth  century  Blanca  experienced  a  significant 
increase  in  population  of  the  village.  Philip  II,  always  lacking  money 
due  to  his  wars,  arranged  a  new  strategy  for  obtaining  money: 
creating  municipalities.  Consequently  on  10  August  1591  Blanca  got 
from  Philip  II  the  status  of  a  municipality  at  the  cost  of  2,400  ducats. 
The  expulsion  of  the  new  Christians  of  the  Ricote  Valley  -  now 
suddenly  called  Moriscoes  -  decreed  in  1613  by  Philip  III  left  the 
lands  of  Blanca  in  ruins.  Blanca  was  left  with  only  300  people  (5), 
due  to  the  forced  exodus  of  its  inhabitants.  However,  10-15  years 
later  45%  of  its  inhabitants  returned  to  their  lands  (6).  Miguel  de 
Cervantes  Saavedra  wrote  at  length  about  the  Moorish  Ricote  Valley 
through  the  figure  of  Morisco  Ricote  (7).  Many  authors  thought  that 
the  Morisco  Ricote  came  from  Esquivias  or  Albacete,  but  Covert 
Westerveld,  one  of  the  two  chroniclers  of  the  town  proved  that  the 
Morisco  Ricote  came  from  the  Ricote  Valley  (8)  as  confirmed  in 
2010  by  Professor  Francisco  Marquez  Villanueva  (9).  Back  in  the 
Golden  (18*)  Century  of  Murcia  Blanca  began  to  recover  its  loss  of 
the  population,  moving  from  700  inhabitants  in  1713  to  1378  in 
1786,  according  to  the  Census  Floridablanca.  The  present  church 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelist  was  rebuilt  at  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  by  the 
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stonecutter  brothers  Lucas  and  Antonio  de  la  Lastra.  The  building 
was  finished  in  1717. 


Expulsion  of  the  Moriscos  of  Blanca 
(c)  Painting  of  Luis  Molina  of  Blanca 


After  the  War  of  Independence  (1808-1814)  Blanca's  privilege  was 
ratified  by  King  Ferdinand  VII  in  1819.  Nine  years  later  the 
Kingdom  of  Murcia  was  hit  by  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  and 
Blanca  was  elected  by  the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  of  Murcia  as  a 
refuge  from  the  disease,  and  through  the  intercession  of  St.  Roch  the 
fever  did  not  reach  Blanca  according  to  tradition.  St.  Roch  was 
named  as  the  pattern  of  Blanca  seeing  the  results  of  praying  of  the 
inhabitants  from  Blanca  to  him.  Freed  from  control  by  the  Order  of 
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Santiago,  in  1851  and  after  the  revolutionary  events  and  the 
restoration  of  the  monarchy  of  Canovas  del  Castillo  in  Alfonso  XII 
Blanca  faced  the  beginning  of  the  new  century  better  prepared  than 
some  of  the  surrounding  municipalities.  In  1856  the  inhabitants 
arranged  building  of  a  new  bridge  over  the  River  Segura.  In  1869  a 
rural  road  was  finished  to  connect  the  city  with  the  railway  station. 
In  1894  public  lighting  was  installed.  Also  in  1894  Blanca  suffered 
several  collapses  from  the  hillsides  destroying  several  buildings, 
including  a  home-hospital  and  shelter  for  the  poor.  The  result  was  a 
complete  change  of  the  landscapes  which  motivated  the  construction 
of  new  houses  and  streets.  During  the  twentieth  century  turbulent 
political  and  social  periods  were  regularly  occurring  in  the  town  and 
the  rest  of  the  region.  Proclaimed  the  Second  Republic  in  the  1931 
elections  the  conservative  parties  grouped  in  the  Spanish 
Confederation  of  Autonomous  Rights  (CEDA)  won  the  elections. 
The  response  of  the  left  parties  was  an  immediate  development  of 
the  organization  of  trade  unions  and  social  organizations  which  in 
1934  proclaimed  a  general  strike  in  Murcia  with  violent 
demonstrations  in  many  locations.  The  neighboring  Cieza  had  to 
declare  a  state  of  war  and  there  were  several  deaths  in  Alguazas.  The 
1936  elections,  which  were  won  by  a  coalition  of  leftist  parties 
called  "The  Popular  Front",  returned  to  cause  violent  altercations 
throughout  the  region.  This  heralded  the  civil  conflict  that  ended 
with  the  rise  by  a  part  of  the  army  on  17  July  of  the  same  year.  As  in 
the  rest  of  the  country  during  these  years,  there  were  isolated  social 
crisis.  However,  the  most  noticeable  awareness  was  reflected  in  the 
attacks  on  convents  and  churches,  such  as  the  convent  of  "La 
Milagrosa"  and  the  Parish  of  Blanca's  church  "San  Juan 
Evangelista".  As  a  result  of  this  violence  Blanca  lost  a  significant 
amount  of  religious  art,  especially  in  religious  imagery  (saved  from 
the  same  attacks  one  of  the  most  prestigious  and  appreciated  images 
was  that  of  Christ  tied  to  the  column  of  a  Salzillo  style  and 
authorship  of  Sanchez  Tapia). 

Despite  remaining  at  the  side  of  the  Republic  the  region  of  Murcia 
remained  far  from  the  front  lines  because  there  was  little  military 
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action,  except  sporadic  bombing  ports  of  Cartagena  and  Aguilas.  In 
March  1939  the  national  side's  troops  occupied  the  city  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  region.  From  a  demographic  standpoint  the  twentieth 
century  has  been  a  time  of  stagnation  for  Blanca.  A  century  earlier  it 
had  6,000  inhabitants  and  the  same  figure  remains  in  the  twenty-first 
century.  Today  immigration  is  essential  to  maintain  and  increase  this 
number.  This  is  not  surprising  because  the  economy  of  the 
municipality  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  was  based  on 
agriculture,  esparto  (10),  and  the  sale  of  timber,  which  gradually 
disappeared  with  the  advent  of  synthetic  fibers.  These  circumstances, 
the  closure  of  cannery  industries,  and  abandonment  of  logging 
forced  emigration  of  many  local  residents  to  other  places.  Only 
agriculture,  currently  devoted  to  fiiiit  and  grapes,  received  a 
significant  boost  with  the  waters  of  the  Tajo-Segura.  However, 
Blanca's  inhabitants  do  not  surrender  to  adversity  and  fight  together 
to  face  future  times  in  a  remarkable  effort  to  develop  their  city. 


Materials  made  from  esparto 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Sights 

•  Church  St.  John  the  Evangelist  of  the  eighteenth  century 

•  Moorish  Castle  of  the  twelfth  century 

•  Pena  Negra  (volcanic  black  rock  on  which  the  city  sits) 

•  Blanca's  Museum  and  Art  Center  (MUCAB)  International 
architectural  landmark 

•  Pedro  Cano's  Foundation 

•  Centro  Negra,  space  for  research  and  contemporary  creation 
(AADK) 

•  Interpretation  Centre  of  Water  and  Light 

•  Hermitage  of  Saint  Roche  (Baroque) 

•  Holy  Family  Chapel  (Bayna) 

•  Hermitage  of  San  Pedro  (Alto  del  Palomo) 

•  Church  "Virgen  del  Pilar"  (Estacion  de  Blanca) 

•  Ferris  Wheel  "Nunez  Miguelico" 

•  Craftsman  House  Workshop  "Center  Negra".  In  a  prime 
location  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Moorish  castle;  courses  in 
painting  and  art  are  available 

•  Country  house  "La  Favorita" 

•  Walkways  along  the  river. 

•  Viewpoint 


Economy 

•  Industrial  Estate  "San  Roque" 

•  Industrial  Estate  "Angel  Prieto  Oliva" 
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Church  St.  John  the  Evangelist  of  the  eighteenth  century 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


Moorish  Castle  of  the  twelfth  century 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 
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Pena  Negra  (volcanic  black  rock  on  which  the  city  sits) 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Blanca’s  Museum  and  Art  Center  (MUCAB) 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


Pedro  Cano’s  Foundation 
Courtesy  of:  www.turismovallericote.com 
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Centro  Negra,  space  for  research  (AADK) 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


"V  ' 


SS'Sfe.: 


Ferris  Wheel  ^^Nunez  Miguelico” 
Phot:  Covert  Westerveld 
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Craftsman  House  Workshop  ’’Center  Negra” 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


Country  house  ”La  Favorita” 
Courtesy  of  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Interpretation  Centre  of  Water  and  Light 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


Hermitage  of  Saint  Roch 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 
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Viewpoint 

Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Festivities  and  important  Events 

Easter  Festivities:  As  in  other  places  in  the  region,  when  Lent 
comes,  all  the  religious  groups  (cofradias)  and  brotherhoods  to  bring 
passion  finalize  preparations  for  the  acts  and  parades  full  of  fervor 
and  passion.  At  present  there  are  eight  religious  groups  in  Blanca  of 
which  the  oldest  ones  are: 

•  The  Royal  and  Most  Illustrious  Brotherhood  of  Our  Father 
Jesus  of  Nazareth 

•  The  Brotherhood  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 

•  The  Royal  Congregation  of  the  Sacred  Hearts  of  Jesus  and 
Mary 

•  The  Brotherhood  of  Servitas  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Virgin  of 
Sorrows 

Other  religious  groups  of  a  later  date  are: 

•  The  Brotherhood  of  Veronica 

•  The  Brotherhood  of  San  Pedro 

•  The  Brotherhood  of  St  Mary  Magdalene 
and  the  younger  Brotherhood: 

•  The  Brotherhood  of  the  Agony  in  the  Garden 

The  Brotherhood  of  the  Agony  in  the  Garden  carried  the  image  of 
the  Virgin  of  Sorrows  to  the  Good  Friday  procession  in  1986,  three 
years  later  after  the  foundations  of  this  brotherhood.  This  traditional 
Bid  of  Images  that  shows  the  emotion  of  Blanca's  inhabitants  to  pay 
for  carrying  the  chosen  image  on  their  shoulders  is  worth 
mentioning. 
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Bid  of  images 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 


The  Royal  and  Most  Illustrious  Brotherhood  of  Our  Father 
Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Christ  on  Calvary  of  the  brotherhood  of  St.  John  Evangehst 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


Christ  tied  to  the  column  of  the  Royal  Congregation  of  the  Sacred  Hearts 
of  Jesus  and  Mary.  Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 
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The  Brotherhood  of  Servitas  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Virgin  of  Sorrows 
Photo:  Covert  Westerveld 


The  Brotherhood  of  Veronica 
Courtesy:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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The  Brotherhood  of  San  Pedro 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 


The  Brotherhood  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Triumphant  angel  Child  of  The  Brotherhood  of  the  Agony  in  the  Garden 
Photo:  https://molinapalazon.wordpress.com 


This  traditional  Bid  of  Images  that  shows  the  emotion  of  Blanca's 
inhabitants  to  pay  for  carrying  the  chosen  image  on  their  shoulders  is 
worth  mentioning. 
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Festive  parade  at  the  end  of  the  Easter  festivities 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 


Festive  parade  at  the  end  of  the  Easter  festivities 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Festive  parade  at  the  end  of  the  Easter  festivities 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 


Festive  parade  at  the  end  of  the  Easter  festivities 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Double  Celebration 

The  cult  of  San  Roque  of  Blanca  presents  a  double  celebration  held 
to  celebrate  the  Easter  festivities.  Apparently,  the  cult  of  San  Roque 
in  Blanca  began  in  the  nineteenth  century  in  1828.  At  that  time  a 
terrible  plague  that  swept  through  the  Kingdom  of  Murcia  forced 
Bishop  and  Cabildo  of  the  cathedral  to  seek  refuge  in  Blanca. 
According  to  the  tradition  the  patron  had  appeared  in  the  field.  There 
the  inhabitants  of  Blanca  would  raise  their  hermitage.  In  gratefulness 
for  San  Roque’s  efforts  to  avoid  the  plague  he  was  named  the  patron 
of  Blanca.  The  people  promised  him  to  go  in  procession  to  the 
chapel  the  following  Friday  after  Good  Friday,  celebrate  a  mass  in 
his  honor,  and  then  to  return  with  him  in  procession  through  the 
village. 


The  cult  of  San  Roque  in  Blanca 
Photo:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 


28 


Your  visit  to  Blanca,  a  village  in  the  famous  Ricote  Valley 


Pick-nick  near  to  the  Hermitage  St.  Roch 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Patron  Saint  Roch 
Courtesy:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Summer  Festivities:  In  August  Blanca  celebrates  its  summer 
festivities  again  in  honor  of  their  patron  Saint  Roch.  Here  the  decor 
changes  to  the  sweet  bread  (la  mona)  and  the  bulls.  In  Blanca  the 
running  of  the  bulls  bears  the  famous  status  of  Regional  Tourist 
Interest,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  the  most  celebrated  day  for  all 
residents  of  Blanca.  The  rurming  of  the  bulls  is  a  very  old  tradition 
that  has  been  held  for  over  three  hundred  fifty  years,  and  a  unique 
event  in  the  Region  of  Murcia.  During  the  morning  the  atmosphere 
that  prevails  along  the  entire  running  route  of  the  bulls  is  a  limitless 
joy  in  which  dance  and  parade  of  bands  encourages  all  who  join  the 
festivities,  and  where  everyone  is  welcome.  It  is  always  held  before 
August  15.  The  life  and  traditions  of  the  city  are  well  described  by 
another  chronicler  of  the  village,  Angel  Rios  Martinez,  in  his  books. 


Festivities  of  running  of  the  bulls 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Running  of  the  bulls 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 


Running  of  the  bulls 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Running  of  the  bulls 
Courtesy:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Running  of  the  bulls 
Courtesy:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Winter  Festivities:  Blanca  at  Christmas,  where  one  can  enjoy 
various  monumental  cribs.  Among  them  the  visitors  can  enjoy  the 
monumental  Bethlehem  stall  situated  in  the  showroom  of 
Cajamurcia  or  the  private  monumental  Bethlehem  crib  situated  in  the 
place  of  "Estacion  de  Blanca".  This  neighborhood  of  Blanca  is 
situated  4km  from  Blanca,  taking  the  road  to  Jumilla. 


Nativity  Scene 

Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Nativity  Scene 

Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 


Nativity  Scene 

Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Spring  Festivities:  Blanca  in  spring  -  after  the  Semana  Santa  - 
begins  with  a  week  of  festivities  dedicated  to  the  patron  of  Saint 
Roch.  The  most  characteristic  of  these  festivities  are  the  Coronation 
of  the  Queen  of  Blanca  (Sometimes  elected  as  the  Queen  of  the  town 
of  Murcia)  and  the  Pilgrimage.  The  pilgrimage  is  to  return  the  patron 
of  the  municipality  from  the  church  located  in  the  center  of  the  city 
to  his  own  hermitage  dedicated  to  this  patron.  People  will  bring  the 
patron  after  one  day  to  the  place  where  he  was  received  with 
jubilation  and  skyrockets. 


The  hermitage  dedicated  to  the  patron  Saint  Roch 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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The  Queen  of  Blanca  was  elected  as  the  Queen  of  Murcia  in  2005 
Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 
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Twin  towns 

•  Anguillara  Sabazia,  Italy 

Twinning  is  an  act  that  takes  place  between  two  people,  two 
cultures,  with  the  aim  of  bringing,  joining  customs,  relationships, 
feelings  This  could  well  be  a  definition  of  twinning, 

"gemellaggio"  in  Italian.  Along  these  lines  Irene  Molina  explained  in 
1999  her  impressions  of  events  occurred  between  Blanca  and  the 
Italian  sister  town  Anguillara  Sabazia: 

“Two  years  ago  Blanca  had  the  idea  of  twinning  with  a  distant 
Italian  town  located  about  thirty  miles  from  Rome  called  Anguillara 
Sabazia.  This  town  was  similar  to  Blanca  in  its  structure,  climate, 
importance  of  water,  and  landscape  represented  by  a  beautiful  lake 
in  Anguillara  (Bracciano)  and  the  river  (Segura)  in  the  municipality 
of  Blanca,  and  its  inhabitants  being  simple,  hospitable,  hardworking 
people. 


The  village  Anguillara  Sabazia 
Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 

Perhaps  the  strongest  bond  of  union  that  Blanca  had  in  this  town  was 
the  favorite  son  of  Blanca,  the  painter  Pedro  Cano,  who  was 
Anguillara's  adopted  son  and  lived  with  the  people  for  more  than 
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anguillara 


SABAZIA 


Coinune  gemellato 
BLANCA 


stazione  di  soggiorno  e  turismo 


twenty  years.  Pedro  Cano  arrived  one  day  in  Anguillara,  and 
although  Blanca  had  always  been  in  his  heart,  he  was  captivated  by 
its  charm,  landscape,  people's  enthusiasm,  and  light  so  remarkably 
reflected  in  his  works.  In  August  1998  twinning  began  between 
Anguillara  and  Blanca  with  the  arrival  of  a  representation  of 
"anguilarillos"  to  Blanca.  It  was  a  very  enriching  and  charming 
experience  and  created  some  strong  ties  between  the  people  of  both 
towns.  A  representation  of  fifty-five  inhabitants  of  Blanca  traveled 
on  4  May  1998  to  Italy  to  visit  Anguillara  and  to  consolidate  the 
twinning. 


The  village  Anguillara  Sabazia 
Courtesy  of:  Town  Council  of  Blanca 


All  of  them  were  delighted  by  Anguillara.  All  its  people  continually 
strived  to  make  the  visitors’  stay  as  pleasant  as  possible.  All  people 
there,  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest,  participated  in  the  events  that 
they  had  lovingly  prepared:  the  exhibition  of  photographs  of  both 
municipalities,  the  classical  concert,  and  the  boat  ride  on  the  lake  to 
appreciate  their  beauty.  However,  perhaps  the  most  moving  was  the 
contest  of  poems  and  paintings  done  by  children.  It  was  incredible  to 
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see  how  they  knew  Blanca!  Irene  finished  telling  her  story  of  the 
trip. 

When  the  people  of  Blanca  entered  the  bus  of  Anguillara  and 
visualized  the  twinning  sign  with  the  name  of  Blanca  overlapping 
the  one  of  Anguillara,  someone  of  Blanca  exclaimed:  "Look,  we  are 
again  in  our  village"!  This  was  quite  true.  There  in  Anguillara,  more 
than  two  thousand  miles  from  Blanca,  they  felt  like  in  their  own  city. 
Therefore  in  the  name  of  the  whole  group  of  people  of  Blanca  words 
of  thanks  were  given  to  the  municipal  authorities,  to  the  twinning 
commission,  and  to  the  generous  people  of  Anguillara!” 

©  English  text:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Outer  links: 

•  Website  of  the  Town  Council  house  of  Blanca 
(www.blanca.es) 

•  Website  of  the  Real  y  Muy  Ilustre  Coffadia  de  Nuestro  Padre 
Jesus  Nazareno  of  Blanca 

(http://nuestropadrejesusnazarenodeblanca.com/) 

•  Festivity  of  San  Pedro.  10  km 

(http  ://blanca.es/prensa/ 1 269/ii- 1 0-km-fiestas-de-san-pedro) 

•  Brotherhood  St.  John  Evangelista 
https://www.facebook.com/sanjuan.evangelistablanca 

•  Discover  the  Moorish  heritage  amid  romantic  winding  streets 
of  Blanca.  This  is  an  English  site  about  the  painter  Pedro  Cano. 
(www.blancanet.org) 

•  El  Morisco  Ricote 
(www.el-morisco-ricote.net) 

•  Fundacion  Pedro  Cano 
(www.fundacionpedrocano.es) 

•  The  sculptor  carver:  Jose  Maria  Molina  Palazon 
http://www.molinapalazon.com/obras.html 
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These  are  some  publications  in  which  you  can  find  information  on 
the  Valle  de  Ricote  and  natural  areas  of  the  Region  of  Murcia. 
Several  logbooks  include  large  and  interesting  content  on  the  natural 
environment,  geology,  history  and  other  aspects  of  the  area.  These 
books  give  us  a  better  understanding  and  enjoyment  of  the  zone, 
because  they  include  mapping-hikers  maps,  marked  trails  and 
ecotourism  information  relevant  to  the  visitor: 

http://www.caramucel.blogspot.com.es/p/publicaciones-de-la- 

zona.html 

-  SIERRA  DE  LA  PILA,  EXCURSIONES  A  PIE  Y  EN 
BICICLETA.  Autores:  Hector  M.  Quijada  Guillamon  y  Jose  AnE 
Lucas  Minano. 

-  EL  VALLE  DE  RICOTE  A  TRAVES  DE  SUS  PORTALEZAS, 
rutas  historicas  por  su  poblamiento  antiguo  y  medieval.  Autor:  Jesiis 
Joaquin  Lopez  Moreno. 

-  RUTAS  POR  LAS  SIERRAS  DE  RICOTE  Y  DEL  ORO  /  Routes 
in  the  sierras  de  Ricote  and  the  Oro.  Autores:  Hector  M.  Quijada 
Guillamon  y  Jesiis  Castano  Molina. 

-  MAPA:  PARQUE  REGIONAL  SIERRA  DE  LA  PILA.  Escala 

1:20.000. 

-  MAPA:  VALLE  DE  RICOTE  (incluye  Sierra  de  Ricote  y  Sierra 
del  Oro).  Escala  1 :25.000. 


45 


In  10  lenguages 


Blanca:  the  last  and  largest  remaining 
Morisco  village  in  1613  in  Spain 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SM7VR3HLV2w&feature=y 

outu.be 

A  Video  of  Govert  Westerveld, 

Official  Chronicle  of  the  village 
Blanca  (Murcia),  Spain 

Blanca  was  the  last  and  most  important  Morisco  village  in  Spain  in 
1613.  All  the  Moriscoes  had  to  leave  the  country  in  1609.  The 
residents  of  Blanca,  one  of  the  six  villages  that  belonged  to  the 
Ricote  Valley,  could  postpone  expulsion  until  1613.  However,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1613  the  sad  announcement  came  that  the  Moriscoes 
of  the  Ricote  Valley  also  had  to  leave  the  country.  This  was  finally 
the  case  on  December  13,  1613.  About  25%  of  the  population  of 
1,000  inhabitants  of  Blanca  went  on  foot  to  the  port  of  Cartagena 
where  the  Moriscoes  had  to  be  embarked.  A  small  portion  of  the 
1,000  inhabitants  of  Blanca  had  escaped  and  withdrawn  in  other 
villages  or  in  the  high  mountains  of  Ricote.  After  10-15  years 
many  came  back.  Finally  around  45%  of  the  former  inhabitants  of 
Blanca  and  the  Ricote  Valley  could  continue  staying  in  their 
territories.  These  people  married  in  the  course  of  time  to  the 
Christians,  and  today  Blanca  is  one  of  the  most  pious  villages  in  the 
province  of  Murcia.  This  movie  shows  you  the  old  Morisco 
neighborhood,  the  small  winding  streets  that  ran  to  the  castle,  and 
the  very  old  houses  of  centuries  ago. 

The  history  of  Blanca  can  simply  be  unfolded  as  follows.  After 
invading  the  Moors  in  Spain  in  the  year  711  they  settledin  the  Ricote 
Valley  in  the  same  century.  There  they  formed  six  villages  until 
1609.  The  current  names  of  these  villages  are  Abaran,  Blanca,  Ojos, 
Ricote,  Ulea,  and  Villanueva.  The  village  of  Blanca  was  in  the  17th 
century  the  main  village  of  the  Ricote  Valley. 
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The  first  time  Blanca  appeared  in  a  document  is  in  1281  when 
Sancho,  the  son  of  King  Alfonso  the  Wise,  offered  this  village  as  a 
donation  to  the  Order  of  Santiago.  The  name  of  Blanca  was  at  that 
time  Negra,  translated  into  English  as  black. 


Drawing  of  Alvaro  Pena 
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The  name  of  the  first  mayor,  in  documents  found  in  1303,  is  Garcia 
Bizcarra,  as  commander  of  the  castle  of  Negra  during  the  war 
between  Todmir  (the  former  name  of  the  province  of  Murcia)  and 
Valencie.  This  war  raged  between  1296  and  1304  and  the  castle  of 
Negra  played  an  important  role  at  that  time. 

The  last  time  the  name  Negra  appears  in  documents  is  in  1315  and 
the  first  time  the  name  appears  as  Blanca,  white  in  Dutch,  is  in  1383. 
Nobody  knew  when  the  change  of  name  took  place.  However,  in  my 
thesis  of  2008  I  aimed  to  prove  that  the  name  Blanca  descended  from 
Queen  Blanche  of  Bourbon  who  in  1353  married  the  Spanish  King 
Peter  the  Cruel. 

This  King  left  his  wife  after  three  days  in  the  lurch  and  lived  with  his 
beloved  Maria  de  Padilla.  His  stepbrother  Fadrique,  as  Master  of  the 
Order  of  Santiago,  defended  Queen  Blanche  of  Bourbon  in  the  civil 
war.  However,  in  1358  Peter  the  Cruel  gave  instructions  to  kill 
Fadrique  in  Sevilla.  They  also  killed  the  commander  of  Ricote  who 
fought  together  with  Fadrique  for  the  rights  of  Queen  Blanche  of 
Bourbon.  Between  1354  and  1358  Fadrique  stayed  occasionally  in 
the  Ricote  Valley,  and  it  seems  that  the  name  of  Negra  changed  to 
that  of  Blanca  as  a  tribute  to  Queen  Blanche  of  Bourbon  for  whom 
the  Orden  de  Santiago  fought  for  years.  In  1501  the  Muslims  of 
Blanca  converted  to  Catholicism  and  thus  were  called  new 
Christians.  In  1505  the  mosque  of  Blanca  converted  into  a  Catholic 
church  and  an  official  priest  was  appointed  for  the  new  Christians  to 
teach  them  the  Catholic  faith. 

That  was  not  done  in  the  right  way,  because  we  see  in  1562  that  at 
least  20  new  Christians  were  in  the  prison  of  Blanca.  Two  of  them 
were  burned  alive  due  to  processes  of  inquisition.  Most  of  the  other 
18  new  Christians  completely  lost  their  belongings  as  payment  for 
various  inquisitive  processes.  Around  1565  the  church  appointed  a 
Catholic  priest  from  Abaran  to  avoid  repetition  of  the  situation.  This 
priest  came  from  a  Muslim  family  and  spoke  Arabic.  In  1567  Philip 
the  Second  promulgated  a  new  law.  From  that  time  the  inhabitants  of 
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Blanca  could  not  speak  Arabic  anymore.  It  was  forbidden  to  dress 
differently,  and  they  also  had  to  renounce  Islamic  traditions  at 
weddings.  This  soon  led  to  war  between  the  Moriscoes  from  the 
kingdom  of  Granada  and  Philip  the  Second,  and  so  at  least  60,000 
Moriscoes  were  killed.  The  subsequent  peace  was  shortlived, 
because  on  April  9  1609  (on  the  same  day,  an  important  one  given 
the  requisite  troops,  the  Twelve  Year  Truce  with  the  Netherlands 
was  signed  on  the  initiative  of  the  Royal  Council)  it  was  also  decided 
that  all  Moriscoes  had  to  abandon  the  country.  The  mass  deportation 
of  the  baptized  Muslims  covered  3  percent  of  the  total  Spanish 
population,  from  250,000  to  300,000  people  of  a  total  of  8  to  9 
million  people. 


The  expulsion  of  the  Moriscos  of  Blanca 
Painting  of  Luis  Molina  of  Blanca 

Each  kingdom  had  to  ensure  that  the  deportation  was  arranged.  It 
started  in  Valencia  on  22  August  1609.  This  was  followed  on  29 
May  1610  by  Aragon  and  Castile  during  the  same  year. 
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Cervantes,  the  Morisco  Ricote  and  his  daughter  Ana  Felix 
Drawing  of  Alvaro  Pena 


The  entire  proeess  lasted  a  total  of  approximately  five  years,  from 
1609  to  1614.  Moriscoes  upset  came  in  their  new  home  ports.  They 
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were  North  Africa,  France,  Italy  and  the  Ottoman  Empire.  Some 
also  experienced  it  as  a  religious  liberation  and,  on  the  one  hand, 
they  experienced  brotherhood  in  the  Islamic  countries.  But  on  the 
other  hand  they  had  major  difficulties  in  adapting,  and  even  they 
came  in  contact  with  hostilities. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  villages  in  the  Ricote  Valley  protested 
intensively  and  managed  to  postpone  the  ediction  until  1613.  With 
1,000  inhabitants,  today  6,000,  Blanca  was  the  main  town  in  the 
Ricote  Valley.  Although  they  were  baptized  before  1502  and  were 
entitled  to  the  title  of  new  Christians,  in  1613  they  were  suddenly 
also  unlawful  and  dubbed  as  Moriscoes.  This  great  injustice  resulted 
in  Madrid  announcing  in  early  December  of  1613  that  the  Moriscoes 
of  the  Ricote  Valley  also  had  to  leave  the  country.  This  led  to 
haunting  situations  where  the  residents  of  Blanca  were  weeping  and 
directed  themselves  to  the  Catholic  bishop  in  Murcia  to  avoid 
expulsion.  Despite  all  the  good  will  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Murcia,  who  stood  for  the  residents  of  the  Ricote  Valley,  the 
deportation  took  place.  The  reason  given  for  this  deportation  was, 
strangely  enough,  national  security.  On  December  13  1613  the  day 
finally  came.  About  40%  of  the  population  of  the  Ricote  Valley, 
including  Blanca,  walked  on  foot  to  the  port  of  Cartagena  to  be 
embarked  there.  Some  of  the  1,000  inhabitants  of  Blanca  had 
withdrawn  to  other  villages  and  to  the  high  mountains  to  escape  the 
deportation.  The  shipment  finally  took  place  in  January  1614.  In  the 
three  weeks  when  the  residents  of  Blanca  and  their  children  stayed  in 
Cartagena  different  elders  succeeded  to  marry  their  daughters  to 
Christians  in  order  to  avoid  deportation.  This  is  why  we  see  about 
20  marriages  between  the  daughters  of  the  new  Christians  of  Blanca 
and  male  Christians  of  other  regions.  Only  the  women  were  willing 
to  marry  in  that  way.  I  could  not  find  marriages  of  male  new 
Christians  to  Christian  women.  That  was  really  not  in  the  nature  of 
these  former  Moors  of  Blanca,  some  of  whom  even  had  2  or  3 
Moorish  women  before  1580. 
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Many  Moriscoes  buried  their  gold  before  they  left. 
Drawing  of  Alvaro  Pena 
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Thanks  to  the  baptism  and  marriage  registers  of  the  16th  and  17th 
centuries  I  could  see  that  many  new  Christians  of  Blanca  then  came 
back  after  10  to  15  years.  Eventually  45%  of  the  former  inhabitants 
in  Blanca  and  the  Ricote  Valley  could  continue  to  live  in  their 
territories.  The  fact  that  we  still  possess  in  Blanca  all  the  baptism, 
wedding,  and  death  registers  can  be  regarded  as  something  unique. 
Due  to  the  Spanish  Civil  War  (1936  -  1939)  a  lot  of  records  had  been 
destroyed  or  simply  burned.  By  the  time  the  former  Moorish 
population  mingled  slowly  with  the  Christians. 


Mayors  of  Archena,  Cieza  and  the  Ricote  Valley 
remembering  the  expulsion  in  1613 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 


Against  the  mountainside  we  see  two  large  pillars  that  served  as  an 
entrance  to  the  Moorish  Castle.  We  note  further  that  it  was  not  easy 
to  come  in  through  that  entrance  which  was  needed  to  protect  the 
castle  against  possible  enemies.  If  we  look  closely,  we  see  two  old 
paths  on  the  mountainside  that  were  used  by  the  Moors  to  walk 
upwards.  There  was  no  water  in  the  castle,  so  they  had  to  carry  water 
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from  the  river  to  the  castle.  The  castle  was  built  on  a  strategic  point 
in  order  to  protect  it  as  well  as  possible  against  invaders.  Near  the 
castle  we  will  see  a  guard  post  that  was  there  before  building  of  the 
castle,  probably  dating  from  the  10th  century.  The  castle  of  Blanca 
stayed  in  contact  with  the  castles  in  Cieza,  Ojos,  and  Ricote  via 
smoke  signals. 


The  granary  of  Darrax 
Foto:  Govert  Westerveld 


The  Moorish  castle  dates  to  the  12th  century  and  was  probably  built 
during  the  reign  of  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  also  called  King  Wolf, 
who  lived  between  1 124  and  1 172.  In  this  old  quarter,  which  you  see 
here  in  the  film,  Blanca  has  a  unique  attraction  in  the  province  of 
Murcia.  Nowhere  in  the  province  of  Murcia  is  there  another  old 
Morisco  neighborhood  to  be  found.  In  the  foreground  in  the  distance 
we  see  a  former  granary  in  the  Darrax  hamlet  exactly  between  the 
villages  Abaran  and  Blanca.  It  is  the  only  Moorish  granary  known  in 
Spain.  On  the  very  top  of  the  mountain  this  rectangular  granary  was 
divided  into  several  areas  where  grain  was  stored.  The  granary  had  a 
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guard  because  it  was  a  holy  place,  and  enemies  could  not  enter  it. 
We  saw  the  same  phenomenon  in  the  Catholic  Church  of  Blanca  in 
the  16th  century.  If  someone  got  into  trouble  with  the  law,  he 
quickly  ran  into  the  church  and  the  soldiers  could  not  get  anyone 
from  the  church,  because  that  was  a  holy  place. 


The  White  Virgin 
Photo:  Go  vert  Wester  veld 


Today  Blanca  is  one  of  the  most  pious  villages  in  the  province  of 
Murcia.  Finally  we  see  the  "Virgen  Blanca"  (White  Virgin)  on  a 
beautiful  lookout  with  a  magnificent  view  over  the  whole  region. 


©  English  text:  Covert  Westerveld 
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Blanca  belongs  to  the  Ricote  Valley, 
the  first  place  of  cultivating  lemons  in  Spain 
Photo:  Govert  Westerveld 
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DEUTSCH 
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Blanca  (Murcia) 


Blanca  ist  cine  Gemeinde  in  der  spanischen  Provinz  Murcia  in  der 
Region  Murcia  und  befmdet  sich  in  der  Vega  Alta  del  Segura.  Es 
grenzt  nordlich  an  der  Gemeinde  Abaran,  sudlich  an  die  Gemeinden 
Ulea  und  Ojos,  ostlich  an  der  Gemeinde  Molina  del  Segura  und 
Fortuna  und  westlich  an  der  Gemeinde  Ricote.  Blanca  hat  eine 
Oberflache  von  87,7  km  und  zahlte  6489  Einwohner  in  2011  It. 
Spanisches  Statistisches  Institut  INE. 

Verbindungen 

Die  wichtigste  Verbindung  in  der  Nahe  von  Blanca  ist  die  Autobahn 
A-  30  (  Albacete  -  Murcia  ).  Momentan  wird  zwischen  Fuente  la 
Fuente  la  Higuere  an  der  Autobahn  A-33  gearbeitet  wodurch  die 
Verbindung  mit  Valencia  sich  verbessern  wird.  Ab  Murcia  ist  Blanca 
zu  erreichen  iiber  die  A30  Ausfahrt  111  Richtung  Blanca,  jedoch 
nicht  iiber  Blanca  Bahnhof  dass  etwa  8  Kilometer  von  Blanca 
entfernt  ist.  Ab  Madrid  uber  die  Ausfahrt  110  von  der  A-30  oder  N- 
301.  Ab  Valencia  uber  die  Ausfahrt  von  der  A-33  oder  uber  die  N- 
344. 


Geschichte 

Durch  fehlende  Prahistorische  Dokumentation  ist  es  nicht  belegt 
warm  die  ersten  Menschen  sich  in  Blanca  angesiedelt  haben,  obwohl 
die  Nahe  zum  Fluss  Segura  und  das  milde  Klima  gute 
Voraussetzungen  waren  sich  dort  nieder  zu  lassen.  Als  Teil  vom 
Ricote-Tal  vermutet  man  obwohl  ohne  direkte  nachweisbare  Spuren 
die  Ansiedlung  von  mehrere  Zivilisationen  wegen  der  entdeckten 
iberischen  Niederlassungen  Bolbax  in  Cieza  und  Cabeza  del  Tio 
Pio  in  Archena  und  auBerdem  die  romische  Niederlassung  Salto  de 
la  Novia  in  Ojos.  Deswegen  mussen  wir  zum  Jahr  713  gehen  um 
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wahrend  der  arabische  Eroberung  eine  stabile  menschliche  Prasenz 
in  Blanca  finden  zu  konnen.  Die  ersten  Beweisen  sind  die  Uberreste 
von  der  Burg,  aus  dem  XI-XII  Jahrhundert  .  Damals  war  Blanca 
bekannt  als  „Negra“  das  schwarz  bedeutet.  Wahrscheinlich  ist  die 
schwarze  Farbe  vom  Berg  wo  die  Burg  errichtet  wurde  und  wo  auch 
die  allererste  Bevolkerung  sesshaft  wurde  der  Grund  fur  die 
Benennung  .  Die  Burg  wurde  gebaut  vom  ersten  Konig  von  Murcia, 
Mohammed  ibn  Mardanis,  bekannt  als  „K6nig  Wolf‘,  zwischen 
1155  und  1171.  Wahrend  dieser  Zeit  gab  es  zwei  groBen 
Kriegsziigen  von  den  Almohaden  aber  auch  ein  wirtschaftlicher 
Aufschwung.  Murcia  erreichte  eine  Hochkonjunktur  mit  der 
Entwicklung  von  Getreide,  Weinreben,  Oliven-  und  Exporthandel 
von  Metallglanz-Keramik  an  italienischen  Republiken.  Der  Handel 
fand  start  mit  der  offiziellen  Munzeinheit,  der  goldene  Dinar,  gepragt 
durch  die  eigene  Munzanstalt  Madine  Mursiyya.  Mit  der  Errichtung 
der  Burg  von  Blanca  beabsichtigte  man  die  Kontrolle  uber  die  Vega 
Alta  und  das  Ricote-Tal  zu  verbessern  und  die  Sicherheit  vom 
Konigreich  zu  erhohen. 

Die  historische  Verknupfung  mit  dem  maurischen  Ricote-Tal  ist 
zuruck  zu  finden  im  Jahr  1228  mit  einer  Auflehnung  unter  Fuhrung 
von  Ibn  Hud  aus  Ricote  gegen  die  Almohaden.  Leider  herrschte  nach 
seinem  Tod,  zehn  Jahren  spater,  nur  noch  Anarchic  und 
Gesetzlosigkeit  im  Konigreich  Murcia.  Die  Folge  war  dass  die 
damalige  moslemische  Regierung  gezwungen  wurde  der  Alcaraz 
Pakt  mit  Kastilien  zu  unterzeichnen,  unter  der  Bedingung  sich  als  ein 
Protektorat  die  Krone  unter  zu  ordnen.  Als  Gegenleistung  fur  ihre 
Treue  zum  Konig  von  Kastilien  wurden  die  Moslimen  die 
Respektierung  vom  ihrem  Besitz  und  Traditionen  versprochen. 
Unter  Alfonso  X  wurde  eine  Zahl  von  Vereinbarungen  vom  Alcaraz 
Pakt  nicht  eingehalten  und  kamen  die  Moslimen  zwischen  1264 
und  1266  in  Aufstand.  Nach  der  Niederschlagung  des  Aufstandes 
kam  die  Ricote  -Bevolkerung  unter  die  Zustandigkeit  von  der  Stadt 
Murcia  und  wurden  eingegliedert  im  Hoheitsgebiet  von  Murcia. 
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Nach  dem  Tod  vom  altesten  Sohn  und  Erbe,  Fernando  de  la  Cerda, 
beginnt  der  Streit  um  die  Thronfolge  von  Kastilien  zwischen  den 
Kindem  von  Fernando,  der  Infante  de  la  Cerda  und  der  Onkel,  Sohn 
von  Alfonso  X,  der  Infante  Don  Sancho.  Der  zukunftige  Sancho  IV  , 
versprach  in  einem  Dokumenten  vom  25  Marz  1281,  an  den  Orden 
von  Sankt  Jakob,  als  Belohnung  die  Dotation  vom  Ricote-Tal 
inklusive  Negra  (Blanca),  fur  ihre  Hilfe  im  Kampf  um  die  Krone. 
Dies  ist  das  erste  Mai  dass  der  Name  Negra  in  einem  Dokumenten 

erwahnt  worden  ist:  "  - dass  nur  Gott  mich  rechtzeitig  regieren 

lasst  und  Sie  das  Ricote-Tal  mit  Negra,  Abaran,  Ojos  und  Puerto  de 

la  Losilla  mit  alien  Landereien - Nach  seiner  Proklamation  als 

Konig,  in  Sevilla  am  19.11.1285,  loste  er  als  Dank  fur  die  geleistete 
Hilfe  sein  Versprechen  ein  und  iibergab  das  Ricote-Tal  ,  ihre 
Bauernhofe,  Dorfer  und  Orte  (1). 

Es  sollte  kein  dauerhafter  Frieden  werden  weil  James  II  von  Aragon 
1296  das  Konigreich  Murcia  angriff,  als  Vergutung  fur  seine 
geleistete  Hilfe  an  den  Rivalen,  dass  heiBt  der  Infante  de  la  Cerda, 
im  Kampf  um  die  Thronfolge  gegen  seinem  Onkel.  Wahrend  dieser 
Besitzergreifung  wurden  Negra  und  seine  Burg  an  dem  Berater 
Bernando  de  Sarria  ubergeben,  obwohl  der  Ricote-  Kommandant 
vom  Orden  von  Sankt  Jakob  Besitzanspruch  erhob.  Nach  dem 
Frieden  bekommt  John  Osores  der  Kommandant  vom  Orden  von 
Sankt  Jakob,  die  Burg  von  Blanca  am  19.1 1.1304  zuriick. 

Das  letzte  Mai  dass  Negra  in  einem  Dokumenten  erwahnt  wurde  ist 
in  1315.  Der  Ubergang  von  Negra  in  Blanca  geschah  wahrscheinlich 
zwischen  1353  und  1362  durch  die  Einflussnahme  von  Blanca  de 
Borbon,  Konigin  von  Kastilien,  die  im  Stich  gelassen  wurde  vom 
Konig  Pedro  I  aber  verteidigt  wurde  von  Don  Frederik  -  GroBmeister 
vom  Orden  von  Sankt  Jakob  und  Sancho  Sanchez  de  Moscoso 
Kommandant  von  Ricote  (2).  Erst  Jahre  spater,  in  1382,  erscheint 
zum  ersten  Mai  der  Name  Blanca  in  einem  Dokumenten  in  welcher 
der  Gouverneur  vom  Konigreich  Murcia  -  Martin  Alonso  de 
Valdivieso  -  mittels  Graf  de  Carrion  an  die  Verwaltung  von  Murcia 
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bittet  einen  Mauren  aus  Blanca  auf  freien  FuB  zu  setzen.  Der  Maure 
war  auf  Wunsch  von  einem  Juden  verhaftet  worden  (3). 

Die  Herrschaft  uber  Blanca  und  Ricote-Tal  vom  Orden  von  Sankt 
Jakob  wird  andauern  bis  zum  neunzehnten  Jahrhundert.  Wahrend  der 
ersten  Herrschaftsjahren  bekehrte  man  die  Moslimen  vom  Ricota- 
Tal  zum  Christentum.  Man  steigerte  durch  die  einheitliche 
konigliehe  Landzuweisung  im  Ricote-Tal  die  Ertrage  und 
Produktivitat  der  Landwirtsehaft.  Auch  die  Militaraktionen  im 
ganzen  Ricote-Tal  wurden  besser  aufeinander  abgestimmt. 

Dies  verhinderte  nicht  dass  die  maurische  BevoUcerung  Mitte  des 
funfzehnten  Jahrhunderts  durch  die  militarische  Instabilitat 
beeinflusst  wurde.  Die  Instabilitat  war  die  Ursaehe  dass  die 
Bevolkerung  Blanca  verlieB  um  mit  den  Truppen  vom  Konig  von 
Granada  nach  Granada  zu  marschieren,  nachdem  diese  Truppen  das 
Konigreieh  Murcia  eingefallen  waren.  Nach  der  Einforderung  und 
Einwilligung  von  steuerliehe  Vorteilen,  kehrte  die  Bevolkerung 
wieder  nach  Blanca  zuriick.  Aber  das  war  von  kurzer  Dauer.  Nach 
einer  blutigen  Plunderung  in  Cieza  in  1477  von  den  konigliehen 
Truppen  von  Granada  zog  die  Bevolkerung  von  Blanca  erneut  nach 
Granada.  Sie  wurden  erst  1492  naeh  der  Eroberung  vom  Konigreieh 
Granada  zuriickkehren. 

Unter  Fuhrung  von  den  katholisehen  Konigen  Ferdinand  und 
Isabella  wurden  die  Juden  vertrieben  und  bekehrte  man  unter  Zwang 
alle  Moslimen  zum  Christentum.  Die  getauften  Moslimen  wurden 
Moriske  genarmt  und  auBerdem  wurden  ab  1507  die  alten 
Moscheen  in  Kirchen  umgebaut  (4).  Nach  ihrer  Bekehrung  zum 
Christentum  erwartete  die  moslemisehe  Bevolkerung  eine 
steuerliehe  Entlastung,  als  Belohnung  fur  ihre  Treue  an  der 
katholisehe  Kirehe.  Sie  erwartete  das  zustande  kommen  von 
bestimmte  Rechten.  Aber  dies  war  nicht  der  Fall  und  die  Frustration 
sehr  groB.  Eine  gewaltsame  Aufstand  im  ganzen  Tal  in  1571  von 
der  maurischen  Bevolkerung  war  die  Folge.  Der  Aufstand  wurde 
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nicht  nur  niedergeschlagen  sondem  es  folgte  ein  Jahr  spater  auch 
eine  Unterdruckung. 

Wahrend  des  sechzehnten  Jahrhunderts  gab  es  eine  wichtige 
Zunahme  der  Bevolkerung  besonders  in  den  Dorfern  in  der  Nahe 
vom  Fluss  Segura.  Am  10.8.1591  war  Blanca  deshalb  imstande  vom 
Konig  Filips  II  das  Vorrecht  von  "villazgo"  kaufen  zu  konnen.  Das 
Dorf  bekam  fur  die  stolze  Summe  von  2400  Dukaten  das  Privileg 
um  selbst  einem  Biirgermeister  und  Ratsherren  zu  wahlen. 

Der  Aufschwung  und  die  Bevolkerungszunahme  verkehrte  ins 
Gegenteil.  Die  Vertreibung  von  den  Mauren  ,  als  Folge  eines  in  1613 
durch  Filips  III  erlassenes  Gesetz,  hinter  lies  die  Landwirtschaft  von 
Blanca  wegen  des  gezwungenen  Abzugs  von  den  Bewohnem  in 
den  Ruin,  weil  die  Einwohnerzahl  von  Blanca  auf  300  Menschen 
sank  (5).  Jedoch  kam  10  bis  15  Jahren  spater  45%  von  der 
Bevolkerung  zuruck  in  ihrem  Heimat  (6).  Miguel  de  Cervantes 
Saavedra  schrieb  ausfuhrlich  uber  diesem  Maurental  mittels  der 
Figur  von  "El  Morisco  Ricote"  (7).  Viele  Autoren  dachten  dass  "El 
Morisco  Ricote"  aus  Esquivias  (Toledo)  oder  aus  der  Provinz 
Albacete  kam,  aber  Govert  Westerveld  ,  der  offizielle  Chronik  - 
Geschichtsschreiber  von  Blanca,  bewies  nachweislich  die  Ricote- 
Herkunft  (8).  In  2010  wurde  sein  Befund  durch  den  Morisco  - 
Sachverstandiger  Professor  Francisco  Marques  Villanueva  (Havard 
University)  bestatigt  (9). 

Bereits  im  Goldenen  Jahrhundert  von  Murcia,  das  achtzehnte 
Jahrhundert,  beginnt  Blanca  sich  zu  erholen  vom 
Bevolkerungsverlust  und  steigt  von  700  Personen  in  1713  nach 
1378  in  der  Floridablanca  Volkszahlung  von  1786.  Die 
Wiederbelebung  kam  groBtenteils  wegen  der  Ertrage  von  ihrem 
fruchtbaren  Obstbau  und  der  Vermietung  vom  Weideland  an 
Wandervieh  Nomaden. 

Anfang  XVI-Jahrhundert  wurde  die  Kirche,  geweiht  an  Sankt 
Johann  der  Evangelist,  wieder  aufgebaut  von  den  Gebrudern  Lucas 
und  Antonio  de  la  Lastra,  Steinhauer,  Antonio  starb  1696  in  Blanca. 
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Nach  dem  Unabhangigkeitskrieg  (1808-1814)  wurde  in  1819  das 
Privileg  von  Blanca  ratifiziert  vom  Konig  Fernando  Vll.  Neun 
Jahren  spater  wurde  das  Konigreich  Murcia  heimgesucht  vom  gelben 
Fieber  und  Blanca  wurde  vom  Kapitel  der  Kathedrale  von  Murcia 
gewahlt  als  Zufluchtsort  well  laut  Uberlieferung  Blanca  die 
Krankheit  erspart  bleiben  sollte.  Naehdem  die  Bevolkerung  sieh 
mit  einem  Gebet  an  Sankt  Roque  gewendet  hatte  blieb  die  Krankheit 
Blanca  erspart  und  wurde  Sankt  Roque  ernarmt  als  Schutzheilige  von 
Blanca.  Einmal  beffeit  von  der  Kontrolle  durch  den  Orden  von  Sankt 
Jakob  in  1851  und  nach  den  revolutionaren  Entwicklungen  und  der 
Wiederherstellung  von  der  Monarchie  von  Canovas  del  Castillo  ( 
Alfonso  Xll )  war  Blanea  besser  imstande  das  neue  Jahrhundert  zu 
meistem  im  Vergleich  zu  manchen  naheliegenden  Dorfem.  In  1856 
stellte  man  eine  neue  Brucke  uber  den  Fluss  Segura  fertig  und  in 
1869  auch  der  Landweg  von  Blanca  bis  zum  Bahnhof  In  1894 
wurde  die  StraBenbeleuchtung  installiert.  In  1894  wurde  Blanca 
getroffen  von  einigen  Abhang-  Erdrutschen  und  mehrere  Gebaude 
wurden  vernichtet.  Auch  das  Krankenhaus  und  das  Armenhaus 
waren  betroffen.  Die  Landschaft  hatte  sich  vollig  verandert  und 
deswegen  wurden  neue  Hauser  und  StraBen  gebaut. 

Im  zwanzigsten  Jahrhundert  ergaben  sich  in  Blanca  die  gleichen 
turbulenten  politischen  -  und  gesellschaftlichen  Entwicklungen  wie 
in  der  ganzen  Region.  Die  Zweite  Republik  wurde  in  1931 
proklamiert.  Bei  den  Wahlen  von  1933  gewannen  die  konservative 
Parteien  vereinigt  im  Spanisehen  Bundnis  (CEDA)  .  Die  Antwort 
von  den  Linksparteien  lieB  nicht  auf  sich  warten.  Sie  stimulierten 
die  Grundung  von  Gewerkschaften  und  sozialen  Organisationen.  In 
1934  wurde  in  Mureia  ein  Generalstreik  ausgerufen  mit  gewaltsamen 
Demonstrationen  in  der  ganzen  Region.  Man  war  sogar  gezwungen 
in  Cieza  den  Staatsnotstand  aus  zu  rufen  und  im  Dorf  Alguazas  gab 
es  mehrere  Tote.  Die  Wahlen  von  1936  wurden  gewonnen  von  einer 
Koalition  von  Linksparteien  (Volksfront)  und  verursaehte  heftige 
Konfrontationen.  Diese  Situation  war  das  Vorspiel  fur  den 
Burgerkrieg  am  17.7.1936  dureh  einen  Putseh  von  Teilen  der 
Armee.  Genauso  wie  in  ganzen  Spanien  gab  es  sporadisch 
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Ausschreitungen  auch  mit  Angriffen  auf  Kloster  und  Kirchen.  In 
Blanca  wurden  das  Kloster  La  Milagrosa  und  die  Paroehialkirehe 
Sankt  Johannes  der  Evangelist  Ziel  von  Angriffen.  Als  Folge  der 
Gewalt  verlor  Blanea  eine  betrachtliehe  Menge  religioser  Kunst,  vor 
allem  Statuen.  Gott  sei  Dank  wurde  ein  Meisterwerk  in  Salzillo  Stil 
von  Sanehez  Tapia  "Christus  festgebunden  an  einer  Saule"  gerettet. 
Trotz  der  Entseheidung  fur  die  Republik  gab  es  in  der  Region 
Murcia  wenig  militarischen  Operationen  mit  Ausnahme  von 
sporadischen  BeschieBungen  von  den  Hafen  von  Cartagena  und 
Aguilas.  In  Marz  1939  besetzten  die  nationale  Truppen  von  Franco 
ganz  Murcia. 

Vom  demographischen  Gesichtspunkt  betrachtet  war  das  zwanzigste 
Jahrhundert  fur  Blanca  eine  Zeit  von  Stagnation.  Ein  Jahrhundert 
zuvor  hatte  Blanca  um  die  6000  Einwohner  und  war  im 
zwanzigsten  Jahrhundert  nahezu  gleich  geblieben.  Zur  Zeit  ist  die 
Immigration  essentiell  um  die  Bevolkerungszahl  zu  halten  oder  zu 
erhohen.  Dies  ist  nieht  verwunderlieh  weil  die  Wirtsehaft  in  Blanea 
Anfang  des  zwanzigsten  Jahrhunderts  sich  vollstandig  auf  die 
Landwirtschaft  ,  Espartogras-  (10)  und  Holzverkauf  stutzte  .  Das 
Espartogras  ist  nach  und  nach  mit  dem  Aufschwung  von 
synthetischen  Fasern  verschwunden.  Als  Nebenumstande  sind  noch 
die  SchlieBungen  von  den  Konservenfabriken  in  den  siebziger 
Jahren  zu  erwahnen  und  auBerdem  dass  verlorengehen  von  den 
Holzaktivitaten.  Deswegen  waren  und  sind  junge  Einwohner 
gezwungen  anderswo  Arbeit  zu  fmden,  weil  praktisch  niemand 
mehr  in  der  Landwirtsehaft  arbeiten  moehte. 

Nur  der  Obst-  und  Weinanbau  bekamen  einen  wichtigen  Impuls 
dureh  die  Umleitung  vom  Tajo-Segura  Wasser.  Aber  die  Einwohner 
von  Blanca  strauben  sich  gegen  Missgeschicken  und 
Widerwartigkeiten.  Gemeinsam  kampfen  sie  fur  eine  bessere 
Zukunft  mit  Perspektiven  und  Waehstum  und  ergreifen  auch 
Initiative  mit  kulturellen  Programmen  und  intemationalen  Kunstlem. 
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Sehenswiirdigkeiten 

*  Kirche  Sankt  Johannes  der  Evangelist  XVI 

*  Arabische  Burg  zwolfte  Jahrhundert 

*  Pena  Negra  (  schwarzer  vulkanischen  Felsen  mit  altem  Dorf) 

*  Museum  und  Art  Center  von  Blanca  (MUCAB). 

Eine  intemationale  architektonische  Sehenswurdigkeit 

*  Kirche  Sankt  Johannes  der  Evangelist  XVIII 

*  Stiftung  Pedro  Cano 

*  Ermitage  Sankt  Roque  (Barock) 

*  Interpretations  -  Zentrum  von  Wasser  und  Licht 

*  Ermitage  Sankt  Petrus 

*  Riesenwasserrad  "Nunez  Miguelico" 

*  Craftman  Haus  Workshop  "Zentrum  Negra"-  Spitzenplatz  am 
Rande  von  der  Arabische  Burg.  Es  gibt  dort  Malereikurse. 

*  Landhaus  "La  Favorita" 

*  Wanderwegen  den  Fluss  Segura  entlang 

Beschaftigung 

*  Industriegebiet  Sankt  Roque 

*  Industriegebiet  Angel  Prieto  Oliva 

Festspiele  und  wichtige  Ereignisse 

*  Karwoche:  Wie  in  ganz  Spanien  wird  die  Karwoche  mit  tief 
empfundene  Religiositat  und  beeindruckende  Passion  zelebriert 
und  schreiten  die  Bruderschaften  in  Prozessionen  durch  die  StraBen. 
Momentan  gibt  es  acht  Bruderschaften,  funf  altere  und  drei  jungere. 
Die  jungste  Bruderschaft  "Gebet  im  Garten"wurde  in  1989 
gegrundet  ,  nachdem  man  am  Karffeitag  1986  zum  ersten  Mai  mit 
der  Heiligenfigur  "  Magd  von  den  Schmerzen"  feierlich  an  der 
Prozession  teilgenommen  hatte.  Erwahnenswert  ist  die  Tradition  in 
Blanca  um  zu  bieten  auf  die  Heiligenfiguren  ,  wobei  sich  die  tief 
religiose  Empfindungen  von  den  Menschen  zeigen.  Man  bezahlt  um 
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auf  seinen  Schultem  das  schwere  Gewicht  von  der  Tragbahre  mit 
ausgewahlten  Heiligenfiguren  tragen  zu  durfen. 

*  Kirmes  in  August 

Im  August  feiert  Blanca  seine  Sommerfesten  und  erneut  zur  Ehre 
vom  Schutzheiliger  Sankt  Roque.  Hier  andert  sich  die  Buhne  und 
sind  die  Stieren  die  Hauptdarsteller.  Das  Stierrennen  ist  offiziell  ein 
regionales  touristisches  Ereignis  von  Bedeutung  und  sicherlich  der 
am  wichtigste  Feiertag  von  Blanca. 

Das  Stierrennen  durch  die  StraBen  von  Blanca  hat  eine  mehr  als 
dreihundertjahrige  Tradition  und  ist  einzigartig  in  der  Provinz 
Murcia.  Schon  in  der  am  fruhen  Morgen  wird  getanzt  und  gesungen 
und  ziehen  Musikkapellen  durch  die  StraBen.  Jeder  ist  willkommen 
und  wird  ermutigt  mit  zu  feiem.  Die  Kirmes  findet  immer  vor  dem 
funfzehnten  August  start.  Leben  und  Traditionen  sind  gut 
beschrieben  worden  von  Angel  Rios  (11)  der  zweite  Chronik  - 
Geschichtsschreiber  von  Blanca. 

*  Friihlingsfeste 

Nach  der  Karwoche  beginnen  die  Fruhlingsfesten  zu  Ehren  vom 
Schutzpatron  Sankt  Roque  die  eine  Woche  dauern.  Die  meist 
charakteristische  Ereignissen  sind  die  Kronung  von  der 
Friihlingskonigin  und  eine  Wallfahrt.  Wahrend  der  Wallfahrt  wird 
die  Heiligenfigur  von  Sankt  Roque  auf  einer  Tragbahre  auf  den 
Schultem  durch  das  Dorf  Richtung  Ermitage  getragen.  Die  Strecke 
fangt  bei  der  Kirche  im  Dorfzenrtum  an  und  endet  auBerhalb  Blanca 
bei  der  Ermitage  geweiht  an  Sankt  Roque.  Tagsuber  feiert  man  dort 
und  erst  Spatnachmirtags  kehrt  man  mit  der  Heiligenstatue  wieder 
auszuschweiBenden  nach  Blanca,  wo  Sankt  Roque  unter  Jubel  und 
mit  Feuerwerk  eingeholt  wird. 


*  Winterfeste 

Wahrend  der  Weihnachtszeit  kann  man  in  Blanca  genieBen  von 
mehreren  monumentalen  Weihnachtskrippen  .  Eine  der  wichtigste 
Weihnachtskrippe  kann  man  im  Ausstellungsraum  der  Cajamurcia 
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bewundem.  Eine  andere  sehenswerte  private  Weihnachtskrippe  ist 
am  Bahnhof  zu  besichtigen,  zirka  acht  Kilometer  von  Blanca 
entfemt. 


dffentliche  Sicherheit 

*  Hauptquartier  von  der  Guardia  Civil  Zone  5:  autonome 
Gemeinschaft  von  der  Region  Murcia  -  Standort  Blanca 

*  Dienst  Naturschutz  Guardia  Civil  von  Blanca  (SEPRONA) 

*  Gemeinde  Polizei 

*  Zivilschutz 

*  Friedensgericht  (Juzgado  de  Paz) 


Partnerband 

*  Anguillara  Sabazia  ( Italien)' 

©  Deutsche  Tekst:  Govert  Westerveld 


‘  Mein  Dank  geht  an  Gerda  und  Jos  de  Haas  fur  die  Ubersetzung. 
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Das  letzte  und  wichtigste  Morisken 
Dorf  in  Spanien  in  1613 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS6RMBhJ_kk&feature=youtu.be 

Ein  Video  von  Go  vert  Westerveld, 

Offizielle  Chronist  des  Dorfes 
Blanca  (Murcia),  Spanien 

Im  Jahr  1613  war  Blanca  das  letzte  und  wichtigste  Morisken  Dorf  in 
Spanien  .  Alle  Morisken  mussten  das  Land  im  Jahr  1609  verlassen. 
Die  Bewohner  von  Blanca  aus  dem  Ricote  Tal  konnten  das  bis 
1613  verzoegern.  Anfang  Dezember  1613  kam  die  traurige 
Ankuendigung,  dass  die  Morisken  des  Ricote  Tales  auch  das  Land 
verlassen  sollten.Am  13.  Dezember  1613  kam  endlich  die 
Gewissheit.  25%  der  Bevoelkerung  von  Blanca  ging  zu  Fuss  zum 
Hafen  von  Cartagena  um  dort  verschifft  zu  werden.  Ein  Teil  der 
1000  Einwohner  versteckten  sich  in  anderen  Dorfer  oder  in  den 
Bergen.  Nach  10  Jahren  kamen  viele  zurueck.  Schliesslich  konnten 
45%  der  ehemaligen  Bewohner  von  Blanca  und  das  Ricote  Tal 
bleiben.  Diese  Leute  heirateten  im  Laufe  der  Jahre  mit  Christen  und 
heutzutage  ist  Blanca  eines  der  frommsten  Doerfer  in  der  Provinz 
Murcia.  Dieser  Film  zeigt  Ihnen  das  alte  Morisken  Viertel  mit  engen 
Gassen  in  Richtung  Burg  und  der  jahrhunderte  alten  Haueser. 

Von  1997  bis  2005  habe  ich  zwei  Buecher  auf  Spanisch  ueber  die 
Geschichte  von  Blanca  geschrieben  von  jeweils  1000  Seiten.  Das 
erste  Buch  des  Jahres  1997  beschreibt  die  allgemeine  Geschichte 
von  Blanca  vom  8.  bis  zum  17.  Jahrhundert  und  das  zweite  Buch 
des  Jahres  2005  befasst  sich  ausfuehrlich  mit  der  Vertreibung  der 
Morisken  von  Blanca  zwischen  den  Jahren  1609  und  1614  und 
enthaelt  viele  Stammbaueme.  In  einem  anderen  spanischen  Buch 
von  2007,  diskutiere  ich  detailliert  die  Morisk  Ricote,  die  Cervantes 
beschreibt  in  seinem  Buch  von  Don  Quixote.  Dieses  Buch  wurde 
von  Cervantes  im  Jahr  1615  veroeffentlicht.  Hier  erklaere  ich  meine 
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Hypothese  ,  dass  die  Morisk  Ricote  tatsaechlich  aus  dem  Ricote  Tal 
stammen  und  nicht  aus  dem  Geburtsort  von  Cervantes,  wie  von 
alien  Historikem  behauptet  wurde.  In  der  Zwischenzeit  ist  meine 
Hypothese  im  Jahr  2010  von  Professor  Francisco  Marques 
Villanueva  von  der  Harvard  Universitaet  bestaetigt.  Schliesslich 
belief  meine  Dissertation  des  Jahres  2008  rund  500  Seiten  und 
befasst  sich  ausfuehrlich  mit  dem  Ricote  Tal  im  14.  Jahrhundert. 

Die  Geschichte  von  Blanca  koennen  wir  kurz  und  einfach 
zusammenfassen.  Nach  der  Invasion  der  Mauren  in  Spanien  im  Jahr 
71 1  waren  sie  im  selben  Jahrhundert  bereits  im  Ricote  Tal  mit 
insgesamt  sechs  Doerfern.  Die  Aktuellen  Namen  sind:  Abaran, 
Blanca  ,  Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea  und  Villanueva.  Blanca  war  im 
siebzehnte  Jahrhundert  der  Hauptort  des  Ricote  Tales.  Das  erste  Mai 
dass  Blanca  in  einem  Dokument  erschien  war  im  Jahr  1281,  als 
Sancho,  der  Sohn  vom  Koenig  Alfons  der  Weise,  dieses  Dorf  als 
Spende  an  den  Orden  de  Santiago  angeboten  hatte. 

Der  alte  Name  von  Blanca  war  Negra,  auf  Deutsch  uebersetzt 
Schwarz.  Der  Name  des  ersten  Buergermeisters,  die  in  den 
Dokumenten  Jahrgang  1303  gefunden  wird  ist  Garcia  Bizcarra,  als 
Kommandant  der  Burg  Negra  waehrend  des  Krieges  zwischen 
Todmir  (der  fruehere  Name  der  Provinz  Murcia)  und  Valencia  . 
Dieser  Krieg  dauerte  von  1296  bis  1304  und  die  Burg  nahm  einen 
wichtigen  Platz  in  der  Geschichte  des  Ricote  Tales  ein.  Das  letzte 
Mai  dass  der  Name  Negra  in  Dokumenten  erscheint  ist  in  1315. 
Blanca,  auf  Deutsch  uebersetzt  Weiss,  fmden  wir  das  erste  Mai  in 
den  Dokumenten  Jahrgang  1315.  Keiner  weiss,  warm  die 
Aenderung  stattfand,  aber  in  meiner  Dissertation  im  Jahr  2008 
versuche  ich  zu  beweisen,  dass  der  Name  Blanca  von  Koenigin 
Blanche  von  Bourbon  kommt,  die  1353  heiratete  mit  dem  spanischen 
Koenig  Pedro  der  Grausame. 

Dieser  liess  seine  Frau  schon  nach  drei  Tagen  im  Stich  und  lebte 
zusammen  mit  seiner  Geliebten  Maria  de  Padilla.  Sein  Stiefbruder 
Fadrique  ,  als  Meister  des  Ordens  de  Santiago  ,  half  im  Buergerkrieg 
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Koenigin  Blanche  von  Bourbon,  aber  1358  Hess  Pedro  der 
Grausame  Fadrique  in  Sevilla  ermorden.  Auch  wurde  der 
Kommandant  der  Ricote  ermordet,  der  zusammen  mit  Fadrique, 
kaempfte  fuer  die  Rechte  der  Koenigin  Blanca  von  Bourbon. 
Zwischen  1354  und  1358  war  Fadrique  gelegentlich  im  Ricote  Tab 
Koenigin  Blanca  von  Bourbon  wird  in  1361  auch  ermordet. 
Wahrscheinlich  gab  es  danach  die  Aenderung  des  Names  Negra  in 
Blanca  zu  Ehren  von  Koenigin  Blanca  von  Bourbon,  fuer  wem  der 
Orden  de  Santiago  Jahre  gekaempft  hatte. 

Im  Jahre  1501  sind  die  Muslime  von  Blanca  zum  Katholizismus 
uebergetreten  und  wurden  daher  neue  Christen  genannt.  Im  Jahre 
1505  wurde  die  Moschee  von  Blanca  umgewandelt  in  eine 
katholischen  Kirche  und  ausserdem  ein  offlzieller  Priester  ernannt, 
um  die  neuen  Christen  den  katholischen  Glauben  zu  lehren.  Dass 
war  nicht  der  richtige  Weg,  derm  Jahre  spaeter  (  1562)  sehen  wir 
dass  mindestens  20  neue  Christen  von  Blanca  im  Gefaengnis 
geworfen  wurden  und  nach  zwei  Arten  von  Prozessen  bei 
lebendigen  Leibe  verbrannt  wurden.  Die  meisten  anderen  voellig 
neuen  Christen  verloren  ihren  Besitz  als  Zahlung  fuer  die 
verschiedenen  Inquisition  Prozesse.  Um  Wiederholungen  zu 
vermeiden  war  um  1565  ein  katholischer  Priester  aus  Abaran  ernannt 
worden. 

Der  kam  aus  einer  muslimischen  Familie  und  sprach  Arabisch.  Im 
Jahr  1567  wurde  von  Philipp  der  Zweiten  ein  neues  Gesetz 
verkuendet.  Nun  war  es  nicht  mehr  erlaubt  Arabisch  zu  sprechen, 
war  es  verboten  sich  anders  zu  kleiden  und  gezwungen  die 
islamischen  Traditionen  ,  zum  Beispiel  auf  Hochzeiten,  auf  zu 
geben.  Deshalb  kam  es  bald  zum  Krieg  zwischen  den  Morisken  aus 
dem  Koenigreich  Granada  und  Philipp  der  Zweiten,  wodurch 
sicherlich  60.000  Morisken  getoetet  wurden.  Der  anschliessende 
Frieden  war  jedoch  von  kurzer  Dauer,  derm  am  9.  April  1609  -  am 
gleichen  Tag  dass  der  zwoel^aehrige  Waffenstillstand  mit  der 
Niederlande  auf  Initiative  des  Koeniglichen  Rates  unterzeichnet 
wurde  und  nicht  zuletzt  wegen  die  dort  nicht  mehr  erforderlichen 
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Truppen  -  wurde  ausserdem  beschlossen  ,  dass  alle  Morisken 
Spanien  verlassen  sollten.  Die  Massendeportationen  der  getauften 
Muslime  betrugen  3  Prozent  der  gesamten  spanischen  Bevoelkerung; 
250.000  bis  300.000  Mensehen  von  insgesamt  8  bis  9  Millionen 
Menschen.  Jedes  Koenigreich  hatte  einzeln  die  Verantwortung 
sieherzustellen,  dass  die  Abschiebung  angeordnet  wurde.  Zuerst 
begann  man  in  Valencia  am  22.  August  1609.  Danach  folgte 
Aragon  am  29.  Mai  1610  und  im  Laufe  des  gleichen  Jahres 
Kastilien.  Die  ganze  Vertreibung  hat  insgesamt  fuenf  Jahre  gedauert 
(1609  -  1614).  Die  Morisken  kamen  ganz  entgeistert  in  ihren  neuen 
Heimatlaendern  an  (Nordaffika,  Frankreich,  Italien  und  das 
Osmanische  Reich).  Einige  empfanden  eine  Religionsfreiheit  in  die 
islamischen  Laendem  und  erlebten  Bruderschaft  aber  andererseits 
grosse  Anpassungsschwierigkeiten  und  kamen  sogar  in  Kontakt  mit 
Feindseligkeiten. 

Die  Bewohner  der  Doerfer  im  Ricote  Tal  protestierten  heftig  und 
wussten  die  Rauemung  bis  1613  zu  verzoegern.  Blanca  war  mit 
1.000  Einwohner,  heute  6.000  ,  das  wichtigste  Dorf.  Obwohl  sie  vor 
1502  getauft  wurden  und  deshalb  rechtmaessige  neue  Christen  waren 
,  wurden  sie  ploetzlich  in  1613  ebenfalls  zu  rechtswidrige  Morisken 
erklaert  .  Diese  grosse  Ungerechtigkeit  fuehrte  Anfang  Dezember 
1613  aus  Madrid  zu  der  Ankuendigung,  dass  auch  die  Morisken  des 
Ricote  Tales  das  Land  verlassen  sollten.  Dies  fuehrte  zu  Situationen, 
in  denen  die  Bewohner  von  Blanca  weinend  den  katholischen 
Bischof  in  Murcia  besuchten,  um  Vertreibung  zu  verhindern.  Aber 
trotz  allem  guten  Willen  der  katholische  Kirche  in  Murcia,  die  fuer 
die  Bewohner  eintratt,  war  die  Deportation  unvermeidbar.  Der 
Grund  fuer  diese  Abschiebung  war,  seltsamerweise,  auf  Grundlage 
der  nationalen  Sicherheit. 

Am  13.  Dezember  1613  war  es  endlich  soweit.  40%  der  Ricote 
Valid  Bevoelkerung,  ging  zu  Fuss  zum  Hafen  von  Cartagena  um 
dort  verschifft  zu  werden.  Ein  Teil  der  1.000  Einwohner  von  Blanca 
waren  in  anderen  Dorfer  un  in  den  Bergen  geflohen.  Die  Abfahrt 
der  Schiffe  erfolgte  schliesslich  in  Januar  1614.  In  den  drei  Wochen, 
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dass  die  Bewohner  von  Blanca  und  ihre  Kinder  in  Cartagena  blieben, 
ist  es  mehreren  Eltern  gelungen  ihre  Toechter  mit  Christen  zu  ver 
heiraten  umso  Deportation  zu  entgehen.  Auf  diese  Weise  sehen  wir 
dass  etwa  20  Ehen  zwischen  Toechtern  der  neuen  Christen  von 
Blanca  und  maennliche  Christen  anderer  Regionen  geschlossen  sind. 
Nur  die  Frauen  waren  bereit  auf  diese  Weise  zu  heiraten.  Ich  habe 
keine  Hochzeit  von  maennlichen  neuen  Christen  mit  einer 
christlichen  Frau  finden  koennen.  Dass  war  wirklich  bemerkenswert 
weil  einige  ehemalige  Mauren  von  Blanca  bis  1580  sogar  2  oder  3 
Frauen  gehabt  haben. 

Dank  die  Taufe-  und  Eheregister  der  16.  und  17.  Jahrhundert, 
konnte  ich  ueberpruefen,  dass  viele  neue  Christen  von  Blanca  nach 
10-15  Jahren  wieder  zurueck  kamen.  Schliesslich  konnten  45% 
der  ehemaligen  Bewohner  in  Blanca  und  Ricote  Tal  wohnen 
bleiben.  Die  Tatsache,  dass  in  Blanca  immer  noch  alle  Glaubens-, 
Tauf-  und  Todesregister  zur  Verfuegung  stehen  kann  als  etwas 
einzigartiges  angesehen  werden.  Waehrend  der  spanische 
Buergerkrieg  zwischen  1936  und  1939  wurden  viele  Datensaetze 
vernichtet  oder  einfach  verbrannt.  Im  Faufe  der  Zeit  vermischte  sich 
die  ehemalige  maurische  Bevoelkerung  langsam  mit  den  Christen. 
Am  Berg  hang  sehen  wir  zwei  grosse  Sauelen  die  als  Eingang  zur 
maurischen  Burg  dienten.  Wir  bemerken  noch,  dass  es  nicht  leicht 
war  dorthin  zu  gelangen,  jedoch  notwendig  um  sich  vor 
moeglichen  Feinden  zu  schuetzen.  Ausserdem  sehen  wir  ,  wenn  wir 
genau  hinsehen,  zwei  alte  Pfade  die  gebraucht  wurden  um  nach 
oben  zu  laufen. 

Es  gab  kein  Wasser  in  der  Burg  und  so  mussten  die  Verteidiger 
Wasser  aus  dem  Fluss  zum  Burg  bringen.  Die  Burg  wurde  daher 
auf  einem  strategischen  Punkt  gebaut,  um  sich  so  optimal  moeglich 
gegen  zukuenftige  Eindringlinge  zu  schuetzen  .In  Burg  Naehe 
sehen  wir  ausserdem  einen  Wachposten,  aelter  als  die  Burg  und 
vermutlich  aus  dem  10.  Jahrhundert.  Die  Verteidiger  standen  ueber 
Rauchzeichen  in  Kontakt  mit  den  Burgen  in  Cieza,  Ojos  und  Ricote. 
Die  maurische  Burg  von  Blanca  stammt  aus  dem  12.  Jahrhundert 
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und  wurde  wahrscheinlich  errichtet  waehrend  der  Herrschaft  von 
Mr.  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  auch  genannt  Koenig  Wolf,  der 
zwischen  1124  und  1172  lebte.  Blanca  besitzt  mit  seinem 
Moriskenviertel  (siehe  Film)  etwas  einzigartiges  in  der  Provinz 
Murcia.  Nirgendwo  in  der  Provinz  Murcia  ist  eine  derartige 
Sehenswuerdigkeit  zu  fmden!  In  der  Feme  im  Vordergmnd  sehen 
wir  einen  ehemaligen  Getreidespeicher  in  der  Ortschaft  Darrax 
genau  zwischen  den  Doerfern  Abaran  und  Blanca.  Es  ist  die  einzige 
Mauren  Komkammer  die  in  Spanien  bekannt  ist.  Der  rechteckige 
Getreidespeicher  ganz  oben  auf  dem  Berg  gelegen  war  in  mehrere 
Lagerraueme  aufgeteilt  in  denen  Getreide  gelagert  wurde.  Die 
Komkammer  hatte  eine  Wache  derm  er  war  auch  ein  heiliger  Ort 
und  Feinde  konnten  nicht  hineinkommen.  Das  gleiche  Phaenomen 
sahen  wir  in  der  katholische  Kirche  von  Blanca  im  16.  Jahrhundert. 
Werm  jemand  in  Schwierigkeiten  geriet  mit  dem  Gesetz  fluechtete 
man  schnell  in  die  Kirche  und  duerften  die  Soldaten  niemanden  aus 
der  Kirche  holen,  die  Kirche  war  ein  heiliger  Ort. 

Heute  ist  Blanca  einer  der  frommsten  Doerfer  in  der  Provinz 
Murcia.  Zum  Schluss  sehen  wir  die  “Virgen  Blanca”  (Weisse 
Jungfrau)  an  einem  schoenen  Aussichtspunkt,  wo  man  eine 
herrliche  Aussicht  hat  auf  die  gesamte  Region^. 


©  Deutsche  Tekst:  Govert  Westerveld 


^  Mein  Dank  geht  an  Gerda  en  Jos  de  Haas  fur  die  Ubersetzung. 
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Blanca  (Murcia) 


Blanca  is  een  gemeente  in  de  Spaanse  provincie  Murcia  in  de  regio 
Murcia  en  bevindt  zich  in  de  Vega  Alta  del  Segura.  Het  grenst  ten 
noorden  met  de  gemeente  Abaran,  ten  zuiden  met  de  gemeenten 
Ulea  en  Ojos,  ten  oosten  met  de  gemeenten  Molina  de  Segura  en 


Fortuna,  en  ten  westen  met  de  gemeente  Ricote.  Het  heeft  een 
oppervlakte  van  87,7  km.  De  hoogte  bedraagt  233  m  en  Blanca  telt 
6.489  inwoners  volgens  het  INE  in  201 1 . 

Communicatie 

De  belangrijkste  communicatieweg,  in  de  buurt  van  Blanca,  is  de 
snelweg  a  A-30  (Albacete-Murcia).  Momenteel  is  men  bezig  met  de 
snelweg  A-33,  tussen  Fuente  la  Fuente  la  Higuera,  waardoor  de 
verbinding  met  Valencia  zal  verbeteren. 

Vanuit  Murcia,  is  Blanca  toegankelijk  via  de  A-30,  Exit  111  richting 
Blanca,  doch  niet  via  richting  Blanca  treinstation  dat  zeker  8  km  anaf 
Blanca  ligt.  Vanuit  Madrid,  door  de  afslag  110  van  de  A-30  of  N- 
301.  Vanuit  Valencia,  door  de  intersectie  van  de  A-33  tot  A-30,  of 
via  de  N-344. 


Geschiedenis 

Door  gebrek  aan  documentatie  kan  men  niet  vaststellen  of  er 
vroegtijdig  nederzettingen  waren  op  het  grondgebied  van  Blanca, 
alhoewel  de  nabijheid  van  de  rivier  Segura  en  het  goedaardige 
klimaat  van  dit  gebied,  het  een  ideale  plek  voor  de  vestiging  van  een 
bevolking  maakte. 
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Als  onderdeel  van  de  Ricote-vallei,  hoewel  zonder  directe  sporen 
van  hun  aanwezigheid  in  het  dorp,  vermoedt  men  de  aanwezigheid 
van  latere  beschavingen  vanwege  de  nabijgelegen  Iberische 
nederzettingen  (Bolbax  in  Cieza),  en  (Cabeza  del  Tio  Pio  in 
Archena)  en  Romaanse  nederzettingen  (Salto  de  la  Novia  in  Ojos). 
Derhalve  moeten  we  naar  het  jaar  713  gaan,  om  met  de  komst  van  de 
Arabische  verovering,  een  stabiele  menselijke  aanwezigheid  in  de 
stad  Blanca  te  kunnen  vinden.  De  eerste  bewijzen  zijn  de 
overblijfselen  van  het  kasteel,  dat  dateert  nit  de  Xl-XIIe  eeuw. 
Toentertijd  was  Blanca  bekend  onder  de  naam  "Negra",  dat  zwart 
betekent.  Waarschijnlijk  kwam  dat  door  de  kleur  van  de  berg  waar 
het  kasteel  zich  bevindt  en  waar  de  allereerste  bevolking  zich 
vestigde.  Dit  fort  werd  gebouwd  door  de  eerste  koning  van  Murcia, 
Mohammed  ibn  Mardanis,  bekend  als  "Koning  Wolf,  tussen  de 
jaren  1155  en  1171.  Deze  jaren  vielen  samen  met  twee  grote  razzia’s 
van  de  Almohaden,  en  ook  met  de  hoogtijdagen  van  het  Koninkrijk 
(de  economic  van  Murcia  bereikte  een  "boom"  met  de  ontwikkeling 
van  de  landbouwgranen,  wijnstokken  en  olijf  -en  exporthandel  van 
metaalglans  aardewerk  aan  Italiaanse  republieken.  De  handel  vond 
plaats  met  de  officiele  munteenheid,  de  gouden  dinar,  gemaakt  door 
het  eigen  valutahuis  (Madina  Mursiyya  -  Murcia).  De  bouw  van  het 
kasteel  van  Blanca  was  bedoeld  om  de  Vega  Alta  en  de  Vallei  van 
Ricote  onder  controle  te  houden  en  om  de  veiligheid  van  het 
Koninkrijk  te  verhogen. 

De  historische  band  die  deel  uit  maakt  van  het  Moorse  Ricote  Vallei 
is  terug  te  vinden  in  1228,  in  een  opstand  onder  leiding  van  Ibn  Hud 
uit  Ricote  tegen  de  Almohaden.  Helaas  na  zijn  dood,  tien  jaar  later, 
zou  alleen  maar  anarchic  en  wetteloosheid  regeren  in  het  Koninkrijk 
van  Murcia.  Het  gevolg  was  dat  de  toenmalige  moslim  regering  zo 
gedwongen  werd  om  de  Alcaraz  Pact  te  ondertekenen  met  Castilie  in 
1243,  met  de  eis  zich  als  een  protectoraat  aan  de  Kroon  te 
onderwerpen.  Op  die  manier  zouden  dan  de  moslim  bezittingen  en 
tradities  gerespecteerd  worden  in  mil  voor  trouw  aan  de  Castiliaanse 
koning. 
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Eenmaal  Alfonso  X  op  de  Castiliaanse  troon  en  na  het  breken  van 
een  aantal  bepalingen  van  het  Verdrag,  kwam  de  moslim  bevolking 
in  opstand  tussen  1264  en  1266.  Na  de  opstand  afgeslagen  te  hebben 
kreeg  de  Ricotevallei  bevolking  de  bevoegdheid  van  de  stad  Murcia 
en  wordt  dit  opgenomen  in  het  grondgebied  van  de  stad. 

Door  de  dood  van  de  oudste  zoon  en  Castiliaanse  erfgenaam, 
Fernando  de  la  Cerda,  begint  de  strijd  voor  troonopvolging  van 
Castilie  tussen  de  kinderen  van  Fernando,  de  Infante  de  la  Cerda,  en 
de  oom,  zoon  van  Alfonso  X,  de  Infante  Don  Sancho.  De 
toekomstige  Sancho  IV,  beloofde,  in  een  document  van  25  maart 
1281,  aan  de  Orde  van  Sint  Jacob,  ze  te  belonen  met  donatie  van  de 
Ricotevallei,  waaronder  Negra  (Blanca),  als  ze  hem  zouden  helpen 
in  de  strijd  voor  de  kroon.  Dit  is  de  eerste  keer  dat  de  naam  Negra  in 
een  document  voorkomt:  "...  dat  alleen  God  me  op  tijd  brengt  om  te 
regeren  en  u  de  Ricotevallei  met  Negra  en  met  Abaran  en  met  Ojos 
en  met  de  Puerto  de  la  Fosilla  met  alle  landerijen....".  Na  zijn 
proclamatie  als  koning,  in  Sevilla  op  19  november  1285,  voldoet  hij 
aan  zijn  belofte  en  verleende  de  Orde  van  Sint  Jacob  de  Ricote  voor 
de  verstrekte  hulp:  de  Ricotevallei,  hun  boerderijen,  dorpen  en 

plaatsen.fd 

Het  zou  geen  duurzame  vrede  worden  in  de  vallei,  want  James  II  van 
Aragon  viel  het  Koninkrijk  van  Murcia  binnen  in  1296  als 
vergoeding  voor  zijn  verleende  hulp  aan  de  andere  partij.  Dat  wil 
zeggen  aan  de  Infantes  de  la  Cerda  in  de  strijd  om  de  opvolging  van 
de  troon  tegen  zijn  oom.  Tijdens  deze  bezetting  werden  Negra  en 
zijn  kasteel  overhandigd  aan  de  adviseur  Bernardo  de  Sarria, 
niettegenstaande  het  feit  dat  de  commandant  van  de  Orde  Sint  Jacob 
van  Ricote  het  bezit  claimt.  Na  de  vrede  krijgt  John  Osores,  de 
commandant  van  de  Orde  van  Sint  Jacob,  het  kasteel  van  Blanca 
terug  op  19  november  1304. 

De  laatste  keer  dat  Negra  in  een  document  voorkomt  is  in  1315.  De 
overgang  van  Negra  naar  Blanca  geschiedde  waarschijnlijk  tussen 
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1353  en  1362  door  de  invloed  van  Blanca  de  Borbon,  koningin  van 
Castilie,  die  in  de  steek  gelaten  werd  door  koning  Pedro  I  en 
verdedigd  werd  door  Don  Frederik,  Grote  Meester  van  de  Orde  van 
Sint  Jaeob  en  Sancho  Sanchez  de  Moscoso,  commandant  van 
RicoteJ^^  Jaren  later,  juist  in  1382,  versehijnt  voor  het  eerst  de  naam 
Blanca  in  een  document,  waarin  de  Gouverneur  van  het  Koninkrijk 
Murcia,  Martin  Alonso  de  Valdivieso,  middels  Graaf  de  Carridn  aan 
het  bestuur  van  Murcia  vraagt  een  Moor  van  Blanca  vrij  te  laten,  die 
op  verzoek  van  een  Jood  werd  aangehouden  in  ElcheP^ 

De  overheersing  van  Blanca  en  de  rest  van  de  Vallei  van  Ricote  door 
de  Orde  van  Sint  Jacob  zou  duren  tot  de  negentiende  eeuw.  Om  de 
opbrengst  van  hun  land  te  verbeteren,  tijdens  de  eerste  jaren  van 
deze  overheersing,  bekeerde  men  de  moslims  van  deze  plaatsen  tot 
het  ehristendom  en,  in  de  eenwording  van  de  Koninklijke 
landtoekenning  van  Ricote  aan  de  Orde,  plande  men  de  productieve 
en  militaire  aeties  van  de  rest  van  de  vallei. 

Dit  belette  niet  dat  de  Moorse  bevolking  beinvloed  werd  door  de 
militaire  instabiliteit  in  het  midden  van  de  vijftiende  eeuw.  Dat  was 
er  de  oorzaak  van  dat  de  bevolking  van  Blanca  hun  dorp  verliet  en 
met  de  troepen  van  de  koning  van  Granada  naar  deze  stad 
marcheerde,  nadat  deze  troepen  het  Koninkrijk  Murcia  binnen 
hadden  gevallen.  Na  het  eisen  van  fiscale  voordelen  die  ingewilligd 
werden  keerden  ze  weer  terug  naar  Blanca,  maar  dat  was  maar  van 
korte  duur.  Na  een  bloedige  plundering  in  Cieza  in  1477  door  de 
Koninklijke  troepen  van  Granada  vertrok  de  bevolking  van  Blanca 
opnieuw  naar  Granada.  Ze  zouden  weer  terugkeren  in  1492  na  de 
verovering  van  het  Koninkrijk  Granada. 

Met  het  beleid  van  de  katholieke  koningen  Ferdinand  en  Isabella,  en 
de  verdrijving  van  de  Joden  ging  men  door  met  het  bekeren  tot  het 
Christendom  dat  nu  ook  verplieht  werd  voor  alle  moslims.  Dat  was 
het  moment  dat  de  moren  gedoopt  werden  en  nu  als  morisco’s 
beschouwd  werden.  Onder  invloed  van  deze  overheersing  werden  in 
1507  de  oude  moskeeen  omgebouwd  tot  kerken.^'^l 
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De  moslimbevolking,  na  haar  bekering  tot  bet  Christendom, 
verwachtte  zich  te  ontdoen  van  de  fiscale  druk,  waaraan  ze  waren 
onderworpen  door  de  ontrouw  aan  de  kerk.  Zij  verwachtte  nu  de 
totstandkoming  van  bepaalde  rechten.  Maar  toen  dat  niet  het  geval 
was,  was  de  frustratie  erg  groot  en  het  gevolg  was  een  gewelddadige 
opstand  van  de  Moorse  bevolking  in  de  hele  vallei  in  1517.  Die 
opstand  werd  niet  alleen  afgeslagen,  doch  er  volgde  ook  een 
onderdrukking  een  jaar  later. 

Gedurende  de  zestiende  eeuw,  was  er  een  belangrijke  toename  van 
de  bevolking  van  de  dorpen,  vooral  van  de  dorpen  dicht  bij  de  rivier 
Segura.  Dat  leidde  er  toe  dat  Blanca  op  10  augustus,  1591  van  Filips 
II  het  voorrecht  van  "villazgo"  kon  kopen,  waardoor  het  dorp  de 
bevoegdheid  kreeg  om  zelf  een  burgemeester  en  raadsleden  te  kiezen 
voor  het  zelfbestuur,  wat  aan  de  bewoners  de  lieve  som  van  2400 
dukaten  kostte. 

De  boom  en  de  bevolkingstoename  zou  het  tegenovergestelde 
worden  in  de  daarop  volgende  eeuw.  De  verdrijving  van  de  Moren, 
vanwege  een  in  1613  door  Filips  III  afgevaardigde  wet,  liet  Blanca's 
landbouwgronden  in  mine  achter  vanwege  de  gedwongen  uittocht 
van  de  bewoners,  waardoor  de  populatie  van  het  dorp  naar  300 
mensen  slonk.^^^^  Maar  10-15  jaar  daama  kwam  45%  van  de 
bewoners  terag  naar  hun  land.^^^  Miguel  de  Cervantes  Saavedra 
schreef  uitgebreid  over  deze  Morenvallei  middels  de  figuur  van  "El 
Morisco  Ricote".  Veel  auteurs  dachten  dat  "El  Morisco  Ricote"  uit 
Esquivias  (Toledo)  of  uit  de  provincie  Albacete  kwam,  maar  Govert 
Westerveld,  de  officiele  kroniekschrijver  van  de  gemeente  Blanca, 
toonde  aan  dat  hij  uit  de  Ricote-vallei  kwam,^*^  hetgeen  in  2010  door 
de  Morisco  expert  prof  Francisco  Marques  Villanueva  (Harvard 
University)  bevestigd  werd.^^^^ 

Reeds  in  de  Gouden  Eeuw  van  Murcia,  de  achttiende  eeuw,  begint 
Blanca  zich  te  herstellen  van  het  verlies  van  de  bevolking,  en  gaat 
van  700  personen  in  1713  naar  1378  personen  toe  in  de 
Floridablanca  Census  van  1786.  Het  herstel  kwam  grotendeels 
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dankzij  de  opbrengst  van  haar  vruchtbare  fruitboomgaarden  en  de 
verhuur  van  grasland  aan  de  rondtrekkende  vee  nomaden. 

In  bet  begin  van  deze  eeuw  werd  de  kerk,  gewijd  aan  St.  Johannes  de 
Evangelist,  herbouwd  door  de  broers  Lucas  en  Antonio  de  la  Lastra, 
steenhouwers,  van  wie  de  tweede  stierf  in  dit  dorp  in  1696. 

Na  de  Onafhankelijkheidsoorlog  (1808-1814),  werd  bet  privilege 
van  bet  dorp  geratificeerd  door  koning  Fernando  VII  in  1819.  Negen 
jaar  later  werd  bet  Koninkrijk  Murcia  getroffen  door  een  epidemic 
van  gele  koorts.  En  Blanca  werd  door  bet  kapittel  van  de  kathedraal 
van  Murcia  gekozen  als  een  toevluchtsoord  tegen  de  ziekte,  want 
volgens  de  traditie  werd  Blanca  niet  getroffen  door  deze  ziekte.  Door 
tussenkomst  van  San  Roque,  en  nadat  de  bewoners  zich  tot  hem 
gewend  hadden  met  een  gebed,  werd  San  Roque  benoemd  als 
beschermheilige  van  bet  dorp. 

Eenmaal  bevrijd  van  de  controle  door  de  Orde  van  Sint  Jacob,  in 
1851,  en  na  de  revolutionaire  gebeurtenissen  en  bet  herstel  van  de 
monarchic  van  Canovas  del  Castillo  in  de  persoon  van  Alfonso  XII, 
kon  Blanca  beter  bet  hoofd  bieden  aan  de  komst  van  deze  nieuwe 
eeuw  en  was  beter  voorbereid  dan  sommige  van  de  nabijgelegen 
dorpen.  In  1856  fmaliseerde  men  de  bouw  van  een  nieuwe  brug  over 
de  rivier  Segura.  In  1869,  voltooid  men  de  landweg  die  bet  dorp  met 
bet  treinstation  zou  verbinden.  In  1894  werd  de  straatverlichting 
geinstalleerd. 

Ook  in  1894,  was  Blanca  bet  slachtoffer  van  enkele  helling 
instortingen  en  verschillende  gebouwen  werden  daardoor  vernietigd, 
waaronder  bet  ziekenhuis  en  bet  gebouw  dat  onderdak  verleende  aan 
de  armen.  Dit  had  tot  gevolg  dat  bet  landschap  volledig  veranderde, 
hetgeen  reden  was  voor  de  bouw  van  nieuwe  huizen  en  straten. 

In  de  twintigste  eeuw,  verliepen  de  turbulente  politieke  en 
maatschappelijke  perioden  in  bet  dorp  op  dezelfde  manier  als  in  de 
rest  van  de  regio.  De  Tweede  Republiek  werd  uitgeroepen  in  1931. 
In  de  verkiezingen  van  1933,  wisten  de  conservatieve  partijen, 
gegroepeerd  in  de  Spaanse  Confederatie  van  Autonome  Rechten 
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(CEDA),  de  verkiezingen  te  winnen.  Het  antwoord  van  links  liet  niet 
op  zich  wachten  en  meteen  stimuleerde  men  de  organisatie  van 
vakbonden  en  maatschappelijke  organisaties.  In  1934,  werd  een 
algemene  staking  in  Murcia  uitgeroepen  met  gewelddadige 
demonstraties  in  vele  locaties.  Men  moest  toen  in  het  naburige  Cieza 
een  staat  van  oorlog  afkondigen  en  in  het  dorp  Alguazas  waren  er 
verschillende  doden.  De  verkiezingen  van  1936,  die  werden 
gewormen  door  een  coalitie  van  linkse  partijen  opgeroepen  als  het 
Volksfront,  veroorzaakte  hevige  confrontaties  in  de  hele  regio.  Deze 
situatie  was  het  voorspel  van  een  burgeroorlog  die  tenslotte  uitbrak 
op  17  juli  van  dat  jaar  door  de  opstand  van  een  deel  van  het  leger. 
Net  als  in  de  rest  van  het  land,  in  deze  jaren  was  er  sporadisch  een 
sociale  crisis.  De  meeste  tastbare  verwezenlijking  kwam  tot  uiting  in 
de  aanvallen  op  kloosters  en  kerken.  In  het  geval  van  Blanca,  het 
klooster  La  Milagrosa  en  de  Parochie  van  St.  Joharmes  de 
Evangelist.  Als  gevolg  van  dit  geweld,  raakte  Blanca  een 
aanzienlijke  hoeveelheid  van  religieuze  kunst  kwijt,  vooral 
religieuze  voorstellingen  (Christus  gebonden  aan  de  kolom"  - 
Salzillo  stijl  en  auteurschap  van  sanchez  Tapia,  een  van  de 
belangrijkste  en  gewaardeerde  meesterwerken,  werd  gelukkig 
gered). 

Ondanks  het  kiezen  van  de  republiek,  had  de  regio  Murcia  weinig  te 
maken  met  militaire  acties,  met  uitzondering  van  sporadische 
beschietingen  van  de  havens  van  Cartagena  en  Aguilas.  In  maart 
1939  bezetten  de  nationale  troepen  Blanca  en  de  rest  van  de  regio. 
Vanuit  demografisch  oogpunt  is  de  twintigste  eeuw  een  tijd  van 
stagnatie  geweest  voor  Blanca.  Een  eeuw  eerder  had  men  6000 
inwoners,  die  vandaag  de  dag  hetzelfde  cijfer  blijven  geven.  Op  dit 
moment  is  de  immigratie  essentieel  om  dit  bevolkingsaantal  te 
behouden  en  te  verhogen.  Dit  is  niet  verwonderlijk,  omdat  de 
economic  van  het  dorp  in  het  begin  van  de  eeuw  volledig  gebaseerd 
was  op  landbouw,  esparto'^''^^  en  houtverkoop.  Het  espartogras  is 
geleidelijk  aan  verdwenen  met  de  opkomst  van  synthetische  vezels. 
Als  bijgaande  omstandigheid  is  nog  te  noemen  de  sluiting  van  de 
conservenfabrieken  in  de  jaren  zeventig  en  het  opgeven  van  de  hout 
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activiteiten.  Op  die  manier  worden  de  jonge  inwoners  gedwongen 
hun  werk  elders  te  vinden,  want  praktisch  niemand  wil  meer  in  de 
landbouw  werken. 

Alleen  de  landbouw,  momenteel  gewijd  aan  fruit  en  druiven,  kreeg 
een  belangrijke  impuls  door  de  wateroverdracht  van  de  Tajo-Segura. 
Maar  de  inwoners  van  Blanca  geven  zich  niet  gewonnen  door 
tegenspoed.  Zij  strijden  samen  om  toekomstige  tijden  bet  hoofd  te 
bieden  in  een  opmerkelijke  poging  om  hun  dorp  te  laten  groeien  en 
het  aan  anderen  bekend  te  maken  door  culturele  programma's, 
traditionele  feesten  en  intemationale  kunstenaars. 


Bezienswaardigheden 

•  St.  Johannes  de  Evangelist  kerk  van  de  XVIe  eeuw 

•  Arabisch  kasteel  van  de  Xlle  eeuw 

•  Pena  Negra  (zwarte  vulkanische  rots  waarop  het  oude  dorp 
ligt) 

•  Museum  en  Art  Center  van  Blanca  (MUCAB).  Een 
Intemationaal  architectonisch  bezienswaardigheid 

•  Kerk  St.  Johannes  de  Evangelist  van  de  achttiende  eeuw 

•  Stichting  Pedro  Cano 

•  Hermitage  van  Saint  Roch  (barok) 

•  Interpretation  Centrum  van  Water  en  Licht 

•  Hermitage  van  Sint  Peter 

•  Reuzenwaterrad  "Nunez  Miguelico" 

•  Craftsman  Huis  Workshop  "Centrum  Negra".  Op  een 
toplocatie  aan  de  rand  van  het  Moorse  kasteel,  er  zijn 
cursussen  in  schilderen. 

•  Landhuis  "La  Favorita" 

•  Wandelpaden  langs  de  rivier. 


W  erkgelegenheid 

•  Industrieterrein  San  Roque 
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•  Industrieterrein  Angel  Prieto  Oliva 

Festivals  en  belangrijke  evenementen 

•  Goede  week:  Net  als  in  de  andere  steden  in  de  regio, 
wanneer  de  vastentijd  begint  dan  eindigen  alle 
broederschappen  en  passion  genootschappen  bun  laatste 
voorbereidingen  voor  evenementen  en  parades  vol  hartstocht 
en  sentimentaliteit. 

Op  dit  moment  zijn  er  acht  broederschappen  in  Blanca,  waarvan  de 
oudsten  zijn:  de  Onvervalste  en  meest  Illustere  Broederschap  van 
Onze  Vader,  Jezus  van  Nazareth,  de  Broederschap  van  St.  Johannes 
de  Evangelist,  de  Onvervalste  Congregatie  van  de  Heilige  Harten 
van  Jezus  en  Maria  en  de  Broederschap  van  Servite  van  onze  Lieve 
Vrouw  van  de  Maagd  van  Smarten.  En  anderen  van  latere  oprichting 
zijn:  de  Broederschap  van  La  Veronica,  de  Broederschap  van  St. 
Peter,  de  Broederschap  van  St.  Maria  Magdalena.  De  jongste 
Broederschap  is  die  van  de  Broederschap  van  het  gebed  in  de  tuin. 
Voor  het  eerst  liep  met  het  beeld  van  de  Maagd  van  verdriet 
gedurende  de  processie  op  Goede  Vrijdag  in  1986,  en  drie  jaar  later 
stichtte  men  de  Broederschap.  Vermeldingswaard  is  de  traditie  in 
Blanca  van  het  bod  op  de  beelden,  waaruit  het  sterke  religieuze 
gevoel  van  de  mensen  van  Blanca  naar  voren  komt.  Men  betaalt  om 
op  zijn  schouders  het  zware  gewicht  van  de  gekozen  beelden  te 
mogen  dragen. 

•  Kermis  in  augustus:  In  augustus  viert  Blanca  zijn 
zomerfeesten  en  opnieuw  ter  eren  van  Blanca's 
patroonheilige,  San  Roque.  Hier  verandert  het  decor,  de 
eierkoek  door  de  stieren,  want  het  stierenrennen  is  officieel 
verklaard  als  van  regionaal  toeristisch  belang  en  zeker  de 
meest  belangrijke  dag  voor  heel  Blanca. 

• 

Blanca's  stierenrennen  is  een  traditie  die  men  al  meer  dan 
driehonderd  jaar  viert  en  is  een  unicum  in  de  regio  Murcia.  Tijdens 
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de  ochtend,  de  sfeer  die  heerst  over  het  gehele  traject  van  de  route  is 
een  grenzeloze  vreugde,  waarin  het  dansen  en  optochten  van  bands, 
iedereen  aanmoedigen  om  feest  te  vieren  en  waarbij  iedereen 
welkom  is.  De  kermis  wordt  altijd  gehouden  v66r  15  augustus.  Het 
leven  en  de  tradities  van  het  dorp  zijn  goed  beschreven  door  een 
andere  kroniekschrijver  van  het  dorp,  Angel  Rios  Martinez.l^"^ 

•  Lentefeesten:  Blanca  in  lentetijd,  na  de  Goede  week 
beginnen  de  feesten  een  week  lang,  die  gewijd  zijn  aan  de 
beschermheilige  Sint  Roque.  Het  meest  karakteristieke 
evenement  is  wel  de  kroning  van  de  koningin  van  het  dorp, 
en  de  bedevaart. 

De  bedevaart  bestaat  nit  het  dragen  van  de  beschermheilige  Sint 
Roque  op  de  schouders  van  de  mensen.  De  route  is  vanaf  de  kerk,  in 
het  centrum  van  het  dorp,  tot  de  eigen  hermitage  gewijd  aan  deze 
patroon.  Daar  brengt  men  daar  dan  de  dag  door  en  in  de  late  middag 
brengt  men  de  beschermheilige  weer  terug  naar  de  kerk  in  Blanca, 
waar  Sint  Roque  met  vreugde  en  vuurpijlen  wordt  ontvangen. 

•  Winterfeesten:  Blanca  met  kerstfeest,  waar  men  kan 
genieten  van  diverse  monumentale  kerststallen.  Een  van  de 
belangrijkste  monumentale  kerststallen  is  te  vinden  in  de 
expositie  zaal  van  Cajamurcia.  Een  ander  belangrijke 
particuliere  kerststal  vindt  men  bij  het  treinstation  van 
Blanca,  dat  acht  km  van  het  dorp  Blanca  afligt. 

•  Lentefeesten.  Blanca  in  lentetijd,  na  de  Goede  week 
beginnen  de  feesten  een  week  lang,  die  gewijd  zijn  aan  de 
beschermheilige  Sint  Roque.  Het  meest  karakteristieke 
evenement  is  wel  de  kroning  van  de  koningin  van  het  dorp, 
en  de  bedevaart. 

De  bedevaart  bestaat  uit  het  dragen  van  de  beschermheilige  Sint 
Roque  op  de  schouders  van  de  mensen.  De  route  is  vanaf  de  kerk,  in 
het  centrum  van  het  dorp,  tot  de  eigen  hermitage  gewijd  aan  deze 
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patroon.  Daar  brengt  men  daar  dan  de  dag  door  en  in  de  late  middag 
brengt  men  de  beschermheilige  weer  terug  naar  de  kerk  in  Blanca, 
waar  Sint  Roque  met  vreugde  en  vuurpijlen  wordt  ontvangen. 


Openbare  veiligheid 

•  Hoofdkwartier  van  de  Guardia  Civil.  5e  zone:  Autonome 
Gemeenschap  van  de  regio  Murcia.  Locatie  Blanca. 

•  Dienst  Natuurbescherming  Guardia  Civil  van  Blanca 
(SEPRONA) 

•  De  lokale  politic 

•  Civiele  bescherming 

•  Vredegerecht  (Juzgado  de  Paz) 

Stedenband 

•  Anguillara  Sabazia  (II  Italic) 

©  Nederlandse  tekst:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Het  laatste  en  grootste  Moriskendorp 
in  Spanje 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0jZQVzw7Ec&feature=you 

tu.be 

Een  video  van  Go  vert  Westerveld, 

Officiele  geschiedschrijver  van  de  gemeente  Blanca  (Murcia)  Spanje 

Blanca  was  het  allerlaatste  en  belangrijkste  Moriskendorp  in  Spanje 
in  1613.  De  morisken  moesten  allemaal  het  land  nit  in  1609.  De 
inwoners  van  Blanca  nit  de  Ricote  Vallei  wisten  dat  uit  te  stellen  tot 
1613.  Begin  December  1613  kwam  de  droevige  mededeling  dat  de 
Morisken  van  de  Ricote  Vallei  ook  het  land  uit  moesten.  Op  13 
december,  1613,  was  het  uiteindelijk  zover.  75%  van  de  bevolking 
liep  te  voet  naar  de  haven  van  Cartagena  om  daar  verscheept  te 
worden.  Een  gedeelte  van  de  1000  inwoners  had  zich  in  de  hoge 
bergen  teruggetrokken.  Na  10  -  ISjaar  kwamen  velen  weer  terug. 
Uiteindelijk  kon  45%  van  de  vroegere  inwoners  van  Blanca  en  de 
Ricote  Vallei  blijven.  Deze  bewoners  mengden  zich  in  de  loop  der 
tijd  met  de  Christenen  en  vandaag  de  dag  is  Blanca  een  van  de 
vroomste  dorpen  in  de  provincie  Murcia.  Deze  film  toont  U  de  oude 
Moriskenbuurt  met  de  kronkelige  kleine  straatjes  die  naar  het  kasteel 
toelopen  en  de  hele  oude  woningen  van  eeuwen  terug. 

Vanaf  1997  tot  2005  heb  ik  twee  dikke  boekwerken  in  het  Spaans 
geschreven  van  elk  1000  bladzijden,  over  de  geschiedenis  van 
Blanca.  Het  eerste  boek  van  1997  behandelt  de  algemene 
geschiedenis  van  Blanca  vanaf  de  8e  tot  de  17e  eeuw  en  het  tweede 
boekwerk  van  2005  behandelt  uitvoerig  de  verdrijving  van  de 
Morisken  van  Blanca  tussen  de  jaren  1609  en  1614,  met  vele 
stambomen.  In  een  ander  Spaans  boek  van  2007  behandel  ik  de 
Morisk  Ricote  uitvoerig,  die  Cervantes  beschrijft  in  zijn  boek  van 
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Don  Quixote.  Dit  boek  werd  gepubliceerd  door  Cervantes  in  1615. 
Hier  neem  ik  als  hypothese  op  dat  de  Morisk  Ricote  daadwerkelijk 
nit  de  Ricote  Vallei  stammen  en  niet  uit  de  geboorteplaats  van 
Cervantes,  hetgeen  door  alle  Historic!  beweerd  werd.  Ondertussen  is 
mijn  hypothese  in  2010  bevestigd  door  Professor  Francisco  Marques 
Villanueva  van  de  Harvard  University.  Tenslotte  neemt  mijn 
proefschrift  van  2008  ook  zo’n  500  bladzijden  in  beslag  en  behandelt 
deze  de  Ricote  Vallei  in  de  14e  eeuw  uitvoerig. 

De  geschiedenis  van  Blanca  kunnen  we  kortweg  als  volgt 
samenstellen.  Na  het  binnenvallen  van  de  Moren  in  Spanje  in  het 
jaar  71 1,  vestigen  zij  zich  nog  in  dezelfde  eeuw  in  de  Ricote  Vallei, 
alwaar  we  zes  dorpen  hadden.  De  huidige  namen  van  deze  dorpen 
zijn:  Abaran,  Blanca,  Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea  en  Villanueva.  Het  dorp 
Blanca  was  in  de  17e  eeuw  het  belangrijkste  dorp  van  de  Ricote 
Vallei. 

De  eerste  keer  dat  Blanca  voorkwam  in  een  document,  is  in  het  jaar 
1281  toen  Sancho,  de  zoon  van  Koning  Alfonso  de  Wijze,  aan  de 
Orden  van  Santiago  dit  dorp  als  donatie  aanbood.  De  naam  van 
Blanca  was  toen  Negra,  in  het  Nederlands  vertaald  als  zwart.  De 
naam  van  de  eerste  burgemeester,  die  in  de  documenten  voorkomt  in 
1303,  is  die  van  Garcia  Bizcarra,  als  bevelhebber  van  het  kasteel  in 
Negra  tijdens  de  oorlog  tussen  Todmir  (de  vroegere  provincie  naam 
van  Murcia)  en  Valencia.  Deze  oorlog  woedde  tussen  1296  en  1304 
en  het  kasteel  in  Negra  nam  toentertijd  een  belangrijke  plaats  in. 

De  laatste  keer  dat  de  naam  Negra  voorkomt  in  een  document,  is  in 
het  jaar  1315  en  de  eerste  keer  dat  we  de  naam  Blanca,  in  het 
Nederlands  wit,  tegenkomen  is  in  het  jaar  1383.  Niemand  weet 
wanneer  die  verandering  van  naam  plaatsvond,  maar  in  mijn 
proefschrift  van  2008  tracht  ik  te  bewijzen  dat  de  naam  Blanca 
afstamt  van  Koningin  Blanca  van  Bourbon,  die  in  1353  trouwde  met 
de  Spaanse  Koning  Pedro  de  Wrede. 
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Deze  liet  zijn  vrouw  al  na  drie  dagen  in  de  steek  en  leefde  liever 
samen  met  zijn  geliefde  Maria  de  Padilla.  Zijn  stiefbroer  Fadrique 
kwam  in  de  burgeroorlog  op  voor  Koningin  Blanca  van  Bourbon, 
als  Meester  van  de  Orden  van  Santiago,  maar  in  1358  liet  Pedro  de 
Wrede  hem  in  Sevilla  vermoorden.  Ook  werd  de  commandant  van 
Ricote  omgebracht  die  samen  met  Fadrique  streed  voor  de  rechten 
van  Koningin  Blanca  de  Bourbon.  Tussen  1354  en  1358  bezocht 
Fadrique  de  Ricote  Vallei  af  en  toe  en  alles  heeft  er  weg  van  dat  de 
naam  Negra  toen  veranderde  in  die  van  Blanca,  als  eerbetoon  aan 
Koningin  Blanca  de  Bourbon,  voor  wie  de  Orden  de  Santiago 
jarenlang  streed. 

In  1501  bekeerden  de  moslims  van  Blanca  zich  tot  het  katholieke 
geloof  en  werden  op  die  manier  nieuwe  Christenen  genoemd.  In 
1505  werd  de  moskee  van  Blanca  omgebouwd  tot  een  katholieke 
kerk  en  werd  er  een  officiele  priester  aangesteld  om  de  nieuwe 
christenen  het  katholieke  geloof  bij  te  brengen. 

Dat  gebeurde  niet  op  de  juiste  manier,  want  jaren  daama  zien  we  in 
1562  dat  er  zeker  20  nieuwe  christenen  van  Blanca  de  gevangenis  in 
moesten,  waarvan  er  na  allerlei  processen  twee  levend  verbrand 
werden.  De  meeste  andere  nieuwe  christenen  raakten  volledig  hun 
bezittingen  kwijt,  als  aanbetaling  voor  de  diverse  inquisitie 
processen.  Om  herhaling  te  voorkomen,  werd  er  omstreeks  1565  een 
katholieke  priester  uit  Abaran  aangesteld  die  ook  uit  een 
moslimfamilie  kwam  en  Arabisch  sprak.  In  1567  werd  er  door 
Philips  de  Tweede  een  nieuwe  wet  afgekondigd.  Vanaf  nu  mocht 
men  geen  Arabisch  meer  spreken,  was  het  verboden  zich  anders  te 
kleden  en  moest  men  bovendien  afstand  doen  van  bijvoorbeeld  de 
islamitische  tradities  bij  trouwerijen.  Dit  leidde  spoedig  tot  een 
oorlog  tussen  de  Morisken  uit  het  koninkrijk  Granada  en  Philips  de 
Tweede,  waarbij  zeker  60.000  Morisken  om  het  leven  kwamen.  De 
daaropvolgende  vrede  was  maar  van  korte  duur,  want  op  9  april 
1609  (dezelfde  dag  waarop,  niet  onbelangrijk  gezien  de  vereiste 
manschappen,  het  Twaal^arige  Bestand  met  de  Nederlanden  werd 
getekend  op  initiatief  van  de  Koninklijke  Raad)  werd  er  tevens 
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beslist  dat  alle  Morisken  het  land  uit  moesten.  De  massale  deportatie 
van  de  gedoopte  moslims  had  betrekking  op  3  procent  van  de  totale 
Spaanse  bevolking;  250.000  tot  300.000  mensen  van  de  in  totaal  8  a 
9  miljoen. 

Elk  koninkrijk  moest  er  individueel  op  toezien  dat  de  deportatie 
geregeld  werd.  Als  eerst  begon  men  in  Valencia,  op  22  augustus 
1609.  Daarna  volgde  Aragon,  op  29  mei  1610,  en  Castilie  in  de  loop 
van  hetzelfde  jaar.  Het  gehele  proces  heeft  in  totaal  circa  vijf  jaren 
geduurd,  van  1609  tot  1614.  Vrij  ontredderd  kwamen  de  Morisken  in 
hun  nieuwe  thuishavens  aan.  Het  betrof  Noord-Afrika,  Frankrijk, 
Italic  en  ook  het  Ottomaanse  Rijk.  Sommigen  ervoeren  het  overigens 
als  een  religieuze  bevrijding  en  ondervonden  in  de  islamitische 
landen  enerzijds  broederschap,  anderzijds  echter  grote 
aanpassingsmoeilijkheden  en  ze  kwamen  zelfs  in  aanraking  met 
vijandigheden. 

De  bewoners  van  de  dorpen  in  de  Ricote  Valid  protesteerden  hevig 
en  wisten  de  verdrijving  uit  te  stellen  tot  1613.  Blanca  was  toen  met 
1000  inwoners,  vandaag  de  dag  6000,  het  belangrijkste  dorp  in  de 
Ricote  Valid.  Alhoewel  ze  eerder  dan  1502  gedoopt  waren  en  recht 
hadden  op  de  titel  van  nieuwe  christenen,  werden  ze  plotseling  ook 
in  1613  onrechtmatig  als  Morisken  betiteld.  Dit  grote  onrecht  had  tot 
gevolg  dat  begin  December  van  1613  Madrid  bekendmaakte  dat  ook 
de  Morisken  van  de  Ricote  Valid  het  land  uit  moesten.  Dit  leidde  tot 
huiverige  situaties,  waarbij  de  bewoners  van  Blanca  zich  wenend  tot 
de  katholieke  bisschop  in  Murcia  wendde,  om  verdrijving  te 
voorkomen.  Ondanks  alle  goede  wil  van  de  katholieke  kerk  in 
Murcia,  die  opkwam  voor  de  bewoners  van  de  Ricote  valid,  ging  de 
deportatie  toch  door.  De  reden  die  werd  gegeven  voor  deze 
deportatie  was,  vreemd  genoeg,  op  basis  van  de  nationale 
veiligheid. 

Op  13  december,  1613,  was  het  uiteindelijk  zover.  75%  van  de 
bevolking  van  de  Ricote  Valid,  waaronder  Blanca,  liep  te  voet  naar 
de  haven  van  Cartagena  om  daar  verscheept  te  worden.  Een  gedeelte 
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van  de  1000  inwoners  had  zich  in  de  hoge  bergen  teraggetrokken. 
De  verscheping  vond  uiteindelijk  plaats  in  januari  1614.  In  de  drie 
weken  dat  de  bewoners  van  Blanca  en  hun  kinderen  in  Cartagena 
vertoefden,  gelukte  bet  aan  verschillende  inwoners  hun  dochters  te 
laten  trouwen  met  christenen,  om  zodoende  deportatie  te  voorkomen. 
Op  die  manier  zien  we  zo’n  20  huwelijken  tussen  de  dochters  van  de 
nieuwe  christenen  van  Blanca  en  mannelijke  christenen  van  andere 
streken.  Alleen  de  vrouwen  waren  bereid  op  die  manier  te  trouwen. 
Ik  heb  geen  enkele  mannelijke  nieuwe  christen  kunnen  vinden  die 
met  een  vrouwelijke  christen  wilde  trouwen.  Dat  lag  echt  niet  in  de 
aard  van  deze  vroegere  Moren  van  Blanca,  waarvan  enkelen  zelfs 
nog  2  of  3  Moorse  vrouwen  hadden  tot  aan  1580. 

Dankzij  de  doop-  en  trouwregisters  van  de  16e  en  17e  eeuw  kon  ik 
vaststellen  dat  vele  nieuwe  christenen  van  Blanca  10  -  15  jaar  daarna 
weer  terugkwamen.  Uiteindelijk  konden  45%  van  de  vroegere 
inwoners  in  Blanca  en  de  Ricote  Vallei  blijven.  Het  feit  dat  we  in 
Blanca  vrijwel  nog  alle  doop-,  trouw-  en  overlijdensregisters  hebben, 
kan  men  als  lets  uniek  beschouwen.  Als  gevolg  van  de  Spaanse 
burgeroorlog  (1936  en  1939)  zijn  namelijk  vele  registers  vemietigd 
of  eenvoudigweg/simpelweg  verbrand.  In  de  loop  der  tijd  mengde  de 
vroegere  Moorse  bevolking  zich  langzaam  met  de  christenen. 

Tegen  de  berghelling  zien  we  twee  grote  zuilen  die  als  ingang  van 
het  Morenkasteel  dienden.  We  merken  verder  op  dat  het  niet 
gemakkelijk  was  om  in  die  ingang  te  komen,  hetgeen  nodig  was  om 
de  ingang  te  beschermen  tegen  mogelijke  vijanden.  Op  de 
berghelling  zien  we  verder,  als  we  goed  kijken,  twee  oude  paden  die 
gebruikt  werden  door  de  Moren  om  naar  boven  te  wandelen.  Water 
was  er  niet  in  het  kasteel  en  dus  moest  men  water  uit  de  rivier  halen 
en  dat  naar  het  kasteel  toebrengen.  Het  kasteel  was  dus  gebouwd  op 
een  strategisch  punt,  om  het  zo  goed  mogelijk  te  kunnen  beschermen 
tegen  toekomstige  indringers.  In  de  buurt  van  het  kasteel  zien  we 
ook  nog  een  bewakingspost  die  er  eerder  was  dan  het  kasteel  en 
vermoedelijk  uit  de  lOe  eeuw  dateert.  Het  kasteel  in  Blanca  stond  via 
rooksignalen  in  contact  met  de  kastelen  in  Cieza,  Ojos  en  Ricote. 
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Het  Morenkasteel  dateert  van  de  12e  eeuw  en  werd  waarschijnlijk 
gebouwd  gedurende  het  bewind  van  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  ook 
wel  Koning  Wolf  genoemd,  die  leefde  tussen  1124  en  1172.  Blanca 
heeft  met  de  oude  wijk,  die  U  hier  in  de  fdm  ziet,  een  unieke 
bezienswaardigheid  in  de  provincie  Murcia.  Nergens  in  de  provincie 
Murcia  is  er  nog  zo'n  oude  Moriskenbuurt  te  vinden. 

Op  de  voorgrond  in  de  verte  zien  we  nog  een  vroegere  graanschuur 
in  het  gehucht  Darrax,  dat  precies  tussen  de  dorpen  Abaran  en 
Blanca  ligt.  Het  is  de  enigste  Moren  graanschuur  die  in  Spanje 
bekend  is.  Helemaal  bovenop  de  berg  was  deze  rechthoekige 
graanschuur  verdeeld  in  diverse  ruimtes  waarin  graan  opgeslagen 
werd.  De  graanschuur  had  een  bewaker,  want  het  was  een  heilige 
plaats  en  vijanden  konden  daar  niet  binnenkomen.  Hetzelfde 
verschijnsel  zagen  we  ook  in  de  katholieke  kerk  van  Blanca  in  de 
16e  eeuw.  Warmeer  iemand  in  moeilijkheden  kwam  met  de  wet,  liep 
men  snel  de  kerk  binnen  en  daar  mochten  dan  de  soldaten  niemand 
uit  de  kerk  halen,  want  dat  was  een  heilige  plaats. 

Vandaag  de  dag  is  Blanca  een  der  vroomste  dorpen  in  de  provincie 
Murcia.  Tenslotte  zien  we  de  “Virgen  Blanca”  (Witte  Maagd)  op  een 
fraaie  uitkijkpost,  vanaf  waar  men  een  prachtig  uitzicht  heeft  op  de 
hele  streek. 


©  Nederlandse  Tekst:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Blanca  (Murcia) 

Blanca  e  un  comune  spagnolo  situate  nella  Vega  Alta  del  Segura 
nella  regione  di  Murcia.  Appartiene  a  uno  dei  sei  comuni  della  Valle 
di  Ricote  (Valle  de  Ricote)  insieme  ad  Abaran,  Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea  e 
Villanueva  de  Segura.  Blanca  confina  a  nord  con  il  comune  di 
Abaran,  a  sud  con  quelli  di  Ulea  e  Ojos,  ad  est  con  i  comuni  di 
Molina  de  Segura  e  Fortuna  e  ad  ovest  con  il  comune  di  Ricote. 
Blanca  copre  un'area  di  87,7  km^,  la  sua  altitudine  media  e  233m  ed 
il  villaggio  ha  6.489  abitanti,  secondo  TINE  nel  2011. 

Comunicazioni  stradali 

La  strada  principale  vicino  a  Blanca  e  I'autostrada  A-30  (Albacete, 
Murcia).  La  A-33  tra  Fuente  la  Higuera  e  Blanca  e  attualmente  in 
costruzione.  Questa  autostrada  migliorera  il  collegamento  a 
Valencia. 

Da  Murcia,  Blanca  e  raggiungibile  tramite  I'autostrada  A-30, 
all'uscita  111  della  stazione  ferroviaria  di  Blanca  -  ffee,  da  Madrid  si 
raggiunge  attraverso  I'uscita  110  dell'autostrada  A-30  o  tramite  la 
statale  N-301.  Da  Valencia  si  pud  guidare  fmo  a  Blanca  attraverso  il 
raccordo  della  futura  A-33  con  I'autostrada  A-30  o  tramite  la  statale 
N-344. 


Storia 

Dobbiamo  tomare  all'anno  713  con  I'arrivo  della  conquista  araba  per 
trovare  segni  della  presenza  umana  permanente  nella  citta  di  Blanca. 
La  prima  testimonianza  ci  porta  ai  resti  del  suo  castello  risalenti  al 
XII  secolo.  Nel  XIII  secolo  era  conosciuta  con  il  nome  di  Negra,  a 
quanto  pare  a  causa  del  colore  della  montagna  nera  vicino  al  castello 
ed  al  centro  abitato.  Questo  castello  fu  costruito  tra  il  1 155  e  il  1 171 
dal  primo  re  di  Murcia,  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  conosciuto  come 
il  Re  lupo.  Il  collegamento  storico  che  la  colloca  a  far  parte  della 
Valle  moresca  di  Ricote  e  stato  trovato  nel  1228  durante 
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I'insurrezione  guidata  da  Ibn  Hud  da  Ricote  contro  gli  Almohadi. 
Tuttavia,  dopo  la  sua  morte  dieci  anni  piii  tardi  I'anarchia  e 
I'illegalita  propagarono  nel  Regno  di  Murcia,  causando  il  Patto 
Alcaraz  firmato  con  Castiglia  nel  1243,  che  richiedeva  la 
sottomissione  alia  Corona  come  un  protettorato  e  rispettando  e 
garantendo  i  possedimenti  e  le  tradizioni  musulmane  in  cambio  del 
vassallaggio  al  re  castigliano.  [Please  reconsider  this  sentence].  Una 
volta  che  Alfonso  X  sali  al  trono  castigliano  e  dopo  aver  rotto  alcune 
clausole  del  Trattato  Mudejar  la  popolazione  si  ribello  tra  il  1264  ed 
il  1266.  Dopo  la  repressione  della  rivoluzione,  Alfonso  X  diede  alia 
popolazione  della  Valle  di  Ricote  la  giurisdizione  della  citta  di 
Murcia,  comprendendo  Blanca  nel  territorio  della  citta.  Con  la  morte 
di  Fernando  de  la  Cerda,  il  figlio  maggiore  ed  erede  castigliano, 
inizio  la  lotta  per  la  successione  al  trono  di  Castiglia.  La  lotta  fu  tra  i 
figli  di  Fernando,  gli  infanti  de  la  Cerda  e  suo  zio,  il  figlio  di  Alfonso 
X,  I'Infante  Don  Sancho.  In  un  documento  del  25  marzo  1281  il 
futuro  Sancho  IV  promise  di  premiare  I'Ordine  di  Santiago  donando 
la  Valle  di  Ricote,  compresa  Negra  (Blanca)  se  lo  avesse  aiutato 
nella  sua  lotta  per  la  corona.  Quando  fu  proclamato  re  di  Siviglia,  il 
19  novembre  1285,  Sancho  IV  adempi  al  suo  impegno  e  diede 
airOrdine  di  Santiago  la  Valle  di  Ricote,  le  zone  vicine  ed  i  villaggi 
per  il  sostegno  fornito  (1).  La  pace  non  duro  a  lungo  nella  Valle  di 
Ricote  a  causa  di  Giacomo  II  d'Aragona  che  invase  il  Regno  di 
Murcia  nel  1296  per  premiare  se  stesso  per  I'aiuto  dato  alia 
controparte,  doe  agli  Infanti  de  la  Cerda,  nella  lotta  per  la 
successione  al  trono  contro  lo  zio.  Durante  questa  occupazione, 
Negra  ed  il  suo  castello  furono  consegnate  al  consigliere  Bernardo 
de  Sarria,  anche  se  il  comandante  santiaguista  di  Ricote  pretendeva 
di  sostituirli  con  John  Osores,  il  19  settembre  1303.  L'ultima  volta 
che  il  nome  di  Negra  si  afferma  in  un  documento  e  I'anno  1315.  il 
cambiamento  del  nome  da  Negra  a  Blanca,  probabilmente  ebbe 
luogo  tra  il  1353  e  il  1362  per  I'influenza  di  Dona  Blanca  de  Borb6n, 
regina  di  Castiglia,  che  fu  abbandonata  dal  re  Pedro  I  e  difesa  da 
Fadrique,  Maestro  deH'Ordine  di  Santiago  e  da  Sancho  Sanchez  de 
Moscoso,  il  comandante  santiaguista  di  Ricote  (2).  Nel  1382  la  citta 
apparve  per  la  prima  volta  sotto  il  nome  di  Blanca.  L'advancer 
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(Consigliere)  del  Regno  di  Murcia,  Martin  Alonso  de  Valdivieso, 
richiese  la  liberta  per  un  moro  di  Blanca  che  fu  catturato  su  richiesta 
di  un  Ebreo  di  Elche  (3).  Gli  eventi  sleali  non  potevano  fermare 
I'instabilita  della  guerra  nei  decenni  centrali  del  XV  secolo.  La 
guerra  causo  I'abbandono  di  Blanca  da  parte  del  suo  popolo  in 
marcia  con  le  truppe  del  re  di  Granada,  dopo  un'incursione  nel  regno 
di  Murcia.  Successivamente,  dopo  aver  richiesto  dei  benefici  fiscal!, 
il  popolo  di  Blanca  ritomo.  Dopo  il  sacco  insanguinato  di  Cieza  nel 
1477,  che  lascio  i  villaggi  spopolati,  gli  abitanti  di  Blanca 
abbandonarono  di  nuovo  il  loro  villaggio.  Tomarono  di  nuovo  nel 
1492,  dopo  la  conquista  del  Regno  di  Granada.  Il  dominio 
deirOrdine  di  Santiago  su  Blanca  e  sul  resto  della  Valle  di  Ricote  si 
sarebbe  esteso  fino  al  XIX  secolo.  A1  fine  di  migliorare  le 
prestazioni  delle  loro  terre  nei  primi  anni  di  questo  dominio  I'Ordine 
convinse  i  maomettani  di  Blanca  a  convertirsi  al  cristianesimo  prima 
della  nuova  legge  nel  1501.  Essi  furono  ora  chiamati  nuovi  cristiani. 
I  maomettani  convertiti  dopo  la  nuova  legge  del  1501  furono 
chiamati  Mori.  Nel  1507  i  re  cattolici  diedero  istruzioni  per  costruire 
chiese  in  sostituzione  delle  vecchie  moschee  (4).  Con  questa 
conversione  al  cristianesimo  la  popolazione  musulmana  sperava  di 
liberarsi  delle  pressioni  fiscal!  a  cui  era  assoggettata.  Tuttavia,  la  loro 
frustrazione  crebbe  nel  vedere  che  questo  non  succedeva  e  questo 
provoco  una  violenta  rivolta  della  popolazione  moresca  in  tutta  la 
Valle  nel  1517.  Questa  ribellione  fu  soppressa  e  repressaun  anno 
dopo. 

Per  tutto  il  XVI  secolo  Blanca  registro  un  significativo  aumento 
della  popolazione.  Filippo  II,  a  cui  mancava  sempre  denaro  a  causa 
delle  sue  guerre,  pianifico  una  nuova  strategia  per  ottenerlo:  la 
creazione  di  comuni.  Di  conseguenza,  il  10  agosto  1591  Blanca 
ottenne  da  Filippo  II  lo  status  di  comune  al  costo  di  2.400  ducati. 
L'espulsione  dei  nuovi  cristiani  della  valle  di  Ricote  -  ora 
improvvisamente  chiamati  mori  -  decretata  nel  1613  da  Filippo  III 
lascio  le  terre  di  Blanca  in  rovina.  Blanca  fu  lasciata  con  solo  300 
persone  (5),  a  causa  dell'esodo  forzato  dei  suoi  abitanti.  Tuttavia,  10- 
15  anni  dopo  il  45%  dei  suoi  abitanti  tomarono  alle  loro  terre  (6). 
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Miguel  de  Cervantes  Saavedra  ha  scritto  a  lungo  della  Valle  moresca 
di  Ricote  attraverso  la  figura  di  Morisco  Ricote  (7).  Molti  autori 
hanno  pensato  che  Morisco  Ricote  venisse  da  Esquivias  o  Albacete, 
ma  Govert  Westerveld,  uno  dei  due  cronisti  del  paese  dimostro  che 
Morisco  Ricote  veniva  dalla  Valle  di  Ricote  (8),  come  confermato 
nel  2010  dal  professor  Francisco  Marquez  Villanueva  (9).  Tomando 
al  secolo  d'oro  di  Murcia  (il  XVIII  secolo)  Blanca  ha  cominciato  a 
recuperare  la  perdita  di  popolazione,  passando  da  700  abitanti  nel 
1713  a  1378  nel  1786,  secondo  il  censimento  Floridablanca. 
L'attuale  chiesa  dedicata  a  San  Giovanni  Evangelista  e  stata 
ricostruita  alia  fine  del  XVII  e  I'inizio  del  XVIII  secolo  dai  fratelli 
marmisti  Luca  e  Antonio  de  la  Lastra.  L'edificio  fu  terminato  nel 
1717. 

Dopo  la  guerra  d'indipendenza  (1808-1814)  il  privilegio  di  Blanca  e 
stato  ratificato  dal  re  Ferdinando  VII  nel  1819.  Nove  anni  piu  tardi  il 
regno  di  Murcia  e  stato  colpito  da  un'epidemia  di  febbre  gialla  e 
Blanca  e  stata  eletta  dal  Capitolo  della  Cattedrale  di  Murcia  come 
rifugio  dalla  malattia  e  grazie  all'intercessione  di  San  Rocco  la 
febbre  non  raggiunse  mai  Blanca,  secondo  la  tradizione.  San  Rocco 
fu  nominato  protettore  di  Blanca  a  vedere  dai  risultati  delle  preghiere 
degli  abitanti  da  Blanca  dirette  a  lui.  Liberata  dal  controllo  da  parte 
deirOrdine  di  Santiago,  nel  1851  e  dopo  gli  event!  rivoluzionari  e  la 
restaurazione  della  monarchia  di  Canovas  del  Castillo  con  Alfonso 
XII,  Blanca  affronto  I'inizio  del  nuovo  secolo  piu  preparata  di  alcuni 
dei  comuni  circostanti.  Nel  1856  gli  abitanti  organizzarono  la 
costruzione  di  un  nuovo  ponte  sul  fiume  Segura.  Nel  1869  una  strada 
rurale  fu  completata  per  collegare  la  citta  con  la  stazione  ferroviaria. 
Nel  1894  e  stata  installata  I'illuminazione  pubblica.  Nel  1894  Blanca 
subi  anche  diversi  crolli  delle  colline,  che  distrussero  diversi  edifici, 
tra  cui  una  casa-ospedale  ed  un  rifugio  per  i  poveri.  Il  risultato  fu  un 
cambiamento  complete  del  paesaggio  che  ha  motivate  la  costruzione 
di  nuove  case  e  strade.  Nel  corso  del  XX  secolo  period!  politic!  e 
social!  turbolenti  si  verificarono  regolarmente  in  citta  e  nel  resto 
della  regione.  Proclamata  la  Seconda  Repubblica  con  le  elezioni  del 
1931  i  partiti  conservatori  raggruppati  nella  Confederazione 
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spagnola  dei  diritti  autonomi  (CEDA)  hanno  vinto  le  elezioni.  La 
risposta  dei  partiti  di  sinistra  e  stata  un  immediato  sviluppo 
deU'organizzazione  dei  sindacati  e  delle  associazioni  sociali  che  nel 
1934  hanno  proelamato  uno  sciopero  generale  a  Murcia  con 
manifestazioni  violente  in  molti  luoghi.  La  vicina  Cieza  ha  dovuto 
dichiarare  lo  stato  di  guerra  e  ci  sono  stati  diversi  morti  a  Alguazas. 
Le  elezioni  del  1936,  che  sono  state  vinte  da  una  coalizione  di  partiti 
di  sinistra,  chiamato  "Fronte  Popolare",  tomarono  a  provocare 
scontri  violent!  in  tutta  la  regione.  Questo  ha  proelamato  il  conflitto 
civile  che  si  concluse  con  I'aumento  di  una  parte  dell'esercito,  il  17 
luglio  dello  stesso  anno.  Come  nel  resto  del  paese,  in  quest!  anni,  ci 
furono  crisi  sociali  isolate.  Tuttavia,  la  consapevolezza  piii  evidente 
si  riflesse  in  attacchi  contro  conventi  e  chiese,  come  il  convento  "La 
Milagrosa"  e  la  parrocchia  della  chiesa  di  Blanca  "San  Giovarmi 
Evangelista".  Come  risultato  di  questa  violenza  Blanca  perse  una 
quantita  significativa  di  artefatti  religiosi,  specialmente  relativi  ad 
immagini  religiose  (un  quadro  dei  piu  prestigiosi  ed  apprezzati 
salvato  dagli  stessi  attacchi  fu  quello  di  Cristo  legato  alia  colonna  in 
stile  Salzillo,  la  cui  patemita  e  di  Sanchez  Tapia). 

Malgrado  sia  rimasta  a  fianco  della  Repubblica,  la  regione  di  Murcia 
e  rimasta  lontano  dal  fronte,  perche  c'era  poca  azione  militare,  ad 
eccezione  di  sporadic!  bombardamenti  ai  porti  di  Cartagena  e 
Aguilas.  Nel  marzo  del  1939  le  truppe  della  squadra  nazionale 
occuparono  la  citta  con  il  resto  della  regione.  Dal  punto  di  vista 
demografico  il  ventesimo  secolo  e  stato  un  periodo  di  stagnazione 
per  Blanca.  Un  secolo  prima  aveva  6.000  abitanti  e  la  stessa  cifra 
rimane  nel  ventunesimo  secolo.  Oggi  rimmigrazione  e  essenziale  per 
mantenere  ed  aumentare  questo  numero.  Cio  non  e  sorprendente 
perche  I'economia  del  comune,  all'inizio  del  secolo,  era  basata 
sull'agricoltura,  sullo  sparto  (10)  e  sulla  vendita  di  legname,  che 
gradualmente  scomparve  con  I'avvento  delle  fibre  sintetiche.  Queste 
circostanze,  la  chiusura  delle  Industrie  conserviere  e  I'abbandono  del 
disboscamento  costrinsero  I'emigrazione  di  molti  resident!  local!  in 
altri  luoghi.  Solo  ragricoltura,  attualmente  dedicata  alia  frutta  e 
all'uva,  ha  ricevuto  un  notevole  impulso  con  le  acque  del  Tajo- 
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Segura.  Tuttavia,  gli  abitanti  di  Blanca  non  si  arrendono  alle 
avversita  e  lottano  insieme  per  affrontare  i  tempi  futuri  in  un 
notevole  sforzo  per  sviluppare  la  loro  citta. 


Luoghi  da  visitare 

•  La  chiesa  di  S.  Giovanni  Evangelista  del  18°secolo 

•  II  castello  moresco  del  XII  secolo 

•  Pena  Negra  (il  monte  vulcanico  di  roccia  nera  sul  quale  sorge 
la  citta) 

•  II  museo  di  Blanca  ed  il  Centro  d’Arte  (MUCAB)  punto  di 
riferimento  intemazionale  ed  architettonico 

•  La  fondazione  Pedro  Cano 

•  Il  centro  Negra,  spazio  per  la  ricerca  e  la  creazione 
contemporanea  (AADK) 

•  Il  centro  per  I’interpretazione  dell’acqua  e  della  luce 

•  L’eremo  di  San  Rocco  (in  stile  barocco) 

•  La  cappella  della  santa  famiglia 

•  L’eremo  di  San  Pietro 

•  La  chiesa  "Vergine  del  Pilastro" 

•  La  ruota  panoramica  "Nunez  Miguelico" 

•  La  bottega  Casa  dell'Artigiano  "Centro  Negra".  In  una 
posizione  privilegiata  alia  periferia  del  castello  moresco; 
sono  disponibili  corsi  di  pittura  ed  arte 

•  La  casa  di  campagna  "La  Favorita" 

•  Il  sentiero  lungo  il  flume. 


Economia 

•  La  proprieta  industriale  "San  Roque" 

•  La  proprieta  industriale  "Angel  Prieto  Oliva" 
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Festivita  ed  eventi  importanti 

Festivita  Pasquali:  Come  in  altri  luoghi  della  regione,  quando  arriva 
la  Quaresima,  tutti  i  gnippi  religiosi  (cofradias)  e  le  confratemite 
fanno  il  cammino  della  passione  fmalizzato  ai  preparativi  per  gli  atti 
e  le  parate  piene  di  fervore  e  passione.  Attualmente  ci  sono  otto 
gruppi  religiosi  a  Blanca,  di  cui  i  piu  antichi  sono: 


•  La  reale  ed  illustrissima  Confratemita  del  Padre  Nostro  Gesu 
di  Nazareth 

•  La  Confraternita  di  S.  Giovanni  Evangelista 

•  La  Congregazione  reale  dei  sacri  cuori  di  Gesu  e  Maria 

•  La  Confraternita  dei  servi  di  nostra  signora  Vergine 
Addolorata 

Altri  gruppi  religiosi  di  un  periodo  successivo  sono: 

•  La  Confraternita  di  Veronica 

•  La  Confraternita  di  San  Pietro 

•  La  Confraternita  di  Santa  Maria  Maddalena 

e  la  Confraternita  piu  giovane  e: 

•  La  Confraternita  della  Preghiera  nel  Getsemani 

La  Confraternita  della  Preghiera  nel  Getsemani  porto  I'immagine 
della  Vergine  Addolorata  alia  processione  del  Venerdi  Santo  nel 
1986,  tre  anni  piu  tardi  la  sua  fondazione.  Questa  tradizionale 
Offerta  di  Immagini,  che  mostra  I'emozione  degli  abitanti  di  Blanca 
nel  pagare  per  portare  I'immagine  scelta  sulle  spalle,  vale  la  pena  di 
essere  ricordata. 

Festivita  estive:  Nel  mese  di  agosto  Blanca  festeggia  le  sue  festivita 
estive  di  nuovo  in  onore  del  loro  patrono  San  Rocco.  Ecco  le 
modifiche  nello  stile  del  pane  dolce  (la  mona)  ed  i  tori.  A  Blanca  la 
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corsa  dei  tori  riporta  al  famoso  status  di  interesse  turistico  regionale 
ed  e  senza  dubbio  il  giomo  piu  festeggiato  da  tutti  i  resident!  di 
Blanca.  La  corsa  dei  tori  e  una  tradizione  molto  antica  che  si  svolge 
da  pin  di  350  anni  ed  un  evento  unico  nella  regione  di  Murcia.  Nel 
corso  della  mattinata  I'atmosfera  che  regna  lungo  tutto  il  percorso 
della  corsa  dei  tori  e  una  gioia  senza  limiti,  in  cui  si  danza  e  le  sfdate 
delle  bande  incoraggiano  tutti  coloro  che  si  uniscono  ai 
festeggiamenti  e  dove  tutti  sono  i  benvenuti.  La  festa  ha  sempre 
avuto  luogo  prima  del  15  agosto.  La  vita  e  le  tradizioni  della  citta 
sono  ben  descritte  da  un  altro  cronista  del  villaggio,  Angel  Rios 
Martinez  (11-25). 

Festivita  invernali:  Blanca  a  Natale,  e  un  luogo  dove  si  puo  godere 
di  vari  presepi  monumentali.  Tra  loro  i  visitatori  possono  godere 
della  vista  della  stalla  di  Betlemme  situata  nello  showroom  di 
CajaMurcia  oppure  c'e  il  presepe  privato  di  Betlemme  situato  a 
"Estacion  de  Blanca".  Questo  quartiere  di  Blanca  e  situato  a  4  km  da 
Blanca,  prendendo  la  strada  a  Jumilla. 

Festivita  primaverili:  Blanca  in  primavera  -  dopo  la  Settimana 
Santa  -  inizia  con  una  settimana  di  festeggiamenti  dedicati  al  patrono 
San  Rocco.  Le  piu  caratteristiche  di  queste  feste  sono 
rincoronazione  della  Regina  ed  il  Pellegrinaggio.  Il  pellegrinaggio  e 
quello  in  cui  si  restituisce  il  patrono  del  comune  dalla  chiesa  situata 
nel  centro  della  citta  al  suo  eremo.  La  gente  riportera  il  patrono, 
dopo  una  giomata,  al  luogo  dove  era  stato  accolto  con  giubilo  e  razzi 
pirotecnici. 


Citta  gemellate 

•  Anguillara  Sabazia,  Italia 

Il  gemellaggio  e  un  atto  che  si  svolge  tra  due  persone,  due  culture, 
con  I'obiettivo  di  unire  tradizioni,  relazioni,  sentiment!  ....  "Questa 


100 


Your  visit  to  Blanca,  a  village  in  the  famous  Ricote  Valley 


potrebbe  essere  una  definizione  di  gemellaggio".  Su  queste  linee 
Irene  Molina  ha  spiegato  nel  1999  le  sue  impressioni  sugli  event! 
awenuti  tra  Blanca  e  la  citta  italiana  gemellata  di  Anguillara 
Sabazia. 

Due  anni  fa,  Blanca  ha  avuto  I'idea  del  gemellaggio  con  una  lontana 
citta  italiana  situata  a  circa  50  kilometri  da  Roma  chiamata 
Anguillara  Sabazia.  Questa  citta  e  simile  a  Blanca  nella  sua  struttura, 
nel  clima,  nell'importanza  dell'acqua  e  del  paesaggio  rappresentato 
da  un  bellissimo  lago  ad  Anguillara  (il  lago  di  Bracciano)  e  dal 
flume  (Segura)  nel  comune  di  Blanca,  i  suoi  abitanti  sono  semplici, 
ospitali,  gente  laboriosa.  Forse  il  piu  forte  vincolo  di  unione  che 
Blanca  ha  con  questa  citta  e  il  figlio  prediletto  di  Blanca,  il  pittore 
Pedro  Cano,  che  e  stato  adottato  anche  da  Anguillara  dove  visse  per 
piu  di  venti  anni.  Pedro  Cano  arrivo  un  giomo  di  Anguillara  e,  anche 
se  Blanca  era  sempre  stata  nel  suo  cuore,  rimase  incantato  dal  suo 
fascino,  dai  paesaggi,  dall'entusiasmo  della  gente  e  dalla  luce,  cost 
notevolmente  riflessa  nelle  sue  opere.  Nell'agosto  del  1998  e  iniziato 
il  gemellaggio  tra  Anguillara  e  Blanca  con  I'arrivo  di  una 
rappresentazione  di  "anguillarini"  a  Blanca.  E'  stata  un'esperienza 
molto  arricchente  ed  affascinante  ed  ha  creato  alcuni  forti  legami  tra 
le  persone  di  entrambe  le  citta.  Una  rappresentazione  di 
cinquantacinque  abitanti  di  Blanca  ha  viaggiato,  il  4  maggio  1998,  in 
Italia  per  visitare  Anguillara  e  per  consolidare  il  gemellaggio.  Tutti 
loro  sono  stati  deliziati  da  Anguillara.  Tutti  i  suoi  abitanti 
continuamente  cercavano  di  rendere  il  soggiorno  degli  ospiti  il  piu 
piacevole  possibile.  Tutte  le  persone  li,  dal  piu  giovane  al  piu 
vecchio,  harmo  partecipato  agli  event!  che  sono  stati  preparati  con 
cura:  la  mostra  di  fotografie  di  entrambi  i  comuni,  il  concerto  di 
musica  classica  ed  il  giro  in  barca  sul  lago  per  apprezzarne  la 
bellezza.  Tuttavia,  forse  il  momento  piu  toccante  e  stato  la  gara  di 
poesie  e  dipinti  realizzati  dai  bambini.  E'  stato  incredibile  vedere 
come  conoscevano  Blanca!  Irene,  infme,  ha  raccontato  la  sua  storia 
del  viaggio. 
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Quando  la  gente  di  Blanca  e  salita  sul  bus  di  Anguillara  ed  ha  visto  il 
cartello  del  gemellaggio  con  il  nome  di  Blanca  sovrapposto  a  quello 
di  Anguillara,  qualcuno  esclamo:  "Guarda,  siamo  di  nuovo  nel 
nostro  paese!".  Questo  era  vero.  Da  Anguillara  a  Blanca  ci  sono  piu 
di  duemila  miglia,  ma  si  sentivano  come  nella  loro  citta.  Pertanto,  a 
nome  di  tutto  il  gruppo  di  persone  di  Blanca,  sono  state  pronunciate 
parole  di  ringraziamento  alle  autorita  comunali,  alia  commissione 
per  i  gemellaggi  ed  al  popolo  generoso  di  Anguillara! 


©  Testo  italiano:  Go  vert  Westerveld 
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Blanca:  T ultimo  ed  il  pin  grande 
villaggio  moresco  rimasto  dal  1613  in 
Spagna. 


Blanca  e  I'ultimo  ed  il  pin  importante  villaggio  moresco  in  Spagna 
dal  1613.  Tutti  i  mori  hanno  dovuto  lasciare  il  paese  nel  1609.  I 
resident!  di  Blanca,  uno  dei  sei  villaggi  che  appartenevano  alia  Valle 
di  Ricote,  potevano  rinviare  I'espulsione  fino  al  1613.  Tuttavia,  alia 
fine  del  1613  arrivo  il  triste  annuncio  che  anche  i  mori  della  Valle  di 
Ricote  avrebbero  dovuto  lasciare  il  paese.  Il  termine  scadde,  infine, 
il  13  dicembre  1613.  Circa  il  25%  della  popolazione  dei  1.000 
abitanti  di  Blanca  andarono  a  piedi  fmo  al  porto  di  Cartagena,  dove  i 
mori  dovettero  essere  imbarcati.  Una  piccola  parte  dei  1.000  abitanti 
di  Blanca  scappo  ed  entro  a  far  parte  di  altri  villaggi  o  si  nascosero 
nell'alta  montagna  di  Ricote.  Dopo  10-15  armi  molti  tomarono. 
Infine,  circa  il  45%  degli  ex  abitanti  di  Blanca  e  della  Valle  di  Ricote 
poterono  continuare  a  rimanere  nei  loro  territori.  Queste  persone 
sposarono,  nel  corso  degli  armi,  i  cristiani  ed  oggi  Blanca  e  uno  dei 
paesi  piii  pii  della  provincia  di  Murcia.  Questo  fibn  mostra  il  vecchio 
quartiere  Moresco,  le  stradine  tortuose  che  correvano  al  castello  e  le 
vecchie  case  di  secoli  fa. 

La  storia  di  Blanca  puo  semplicemente  essere  spiegata  come  segue. 
Dopo  aver  invaso  la  Spagna  nel  corso  dell'anno  711,  i  mori  si 
stabilirono  nella  Valle  di  Ricote  nello  stesso  secolo.  Qui  formarono 
sei  villaggi  fmo  al  1609.  Gli  attuali  nomi  di  quest!  villaggi  sono 
Abaran,  Blanca,  Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea,  e  Villanueva.  Il  villaggio  di 
Blanca  era  nel  17°  secolo  il  capoluogo  della  Valle  di  Ricote. 

La  prima  volta  che  Blanca  apparve  in  un  documento  fu  nel  1281, 
quando  Sancho,  il  figlio  del  re  Alfonso  il  Saggio,  offri  questo 
villaggio  come  donazione  aH'Ordine  di  Santiago.  Il  nome  di  Blanca 
era  a  quel  tempo  Negra,  tradotto  in  inglese  come  Black.  Il  nome  del 
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primo  sindaco,  come  da  documenti  trovati  nel  1303,  era  Garcia 
Bizcarra,  comandante  del  castello  di  Negra  durante  la  guerra  tra 
Todmir  (I'antico  nome  della  provincia  di  Murcia)  e  Valencia.  Questa 
guerra  infurio  tra  il  1296  ed  il  1304  ed  il  castello  di  Negra  svolse  un 
ruolo  importante  in  quel  momento. 

L'ultima  volta  che  il  nome  Negra  apparve  nei  documenti  fu  nel  1315 
e  la  prima  volta  che  apparve  il  nome  di  Blanca,  White  in  olandese,  fu 
nel  1383.  Nessuno  seppe  esattamente  quando  il  cambio  di  nome 
awenne.  Tuttavia,  nella  mia  tesi  del  2008  ho  puntato  a  dimostrare 
che  il  nome  Blanca  discendeva  dalla  regina  Bianca  di  Borbone  che 
nel  1353  sposo  il  re  spagnolo  Pietro  il  Crudele. 

Questo  re  pianto  in  asso  la  moglie  dopo  soli  tre  giomi  e  visse  con  la 
sua  amata  Maria  de  Padilla.  Il  suo  fratellastro  Fadrique,  Maestro 
deirOrdine  di  Santiago,  difese  la  regina  Bianca  di  Borbone  nella 
guerra  civile.  Tuttavia,  nel  1358  Pietro  il  Crudele  diede  istruzioni  per 
far  uccidere  Fadrique  a  Siviglia.  Uccise  anche  il  comandante  di 
Ricote  che  combatte  insieme  a  Fadrique  per  i  diritti  della  regina 
Bianca  di  Borbone.  Tra  il  1354  e  il  1358  Fadrique  rimase  di  tanto  in 
tanto  nella  Valle  di  Ricote  e  sembra  che  in  questi  anni  il  nome  di 
Negra  cambio  in  quello  di  Blanca  come  omaggio  alia  regina  Bianca 
di  Borbone,  per  la  quale  I'Ordine  di  Santiago  combatte  per  anni. 

Nel  1501  i  musulmani  di  Blanca  convertiti  al  cattolicesimo  furono, 
quindi,  chiamati  nuovi  cristiani.  Nel  1505  la  moschea  di  Blanca  fu 
convertita  in  chiesa  cattolica  ed  un  prete  ufficiale  fu  nominato  per 
insegnare  ai  nuovi  cristiani  la  fede  cattolica. 

Cio  non  fu  fatto  nel  modo  giusto,  perche  vediamo  che  nel  1562 
almeno  20  nuovi  cristiani  erano  rinchiusi  nel  carcere  di  Blanca.  Due 
di  loro  furono  bruciati  vivi  a  causa  dei  process!  dell'inquisizione.  La 
maggior  parte  degli  altri  18  nuovi  cristiani  persero  completamente  i 
loro  averi  come  pagamento  per  vari  process!  inquisitor!.  Intorno  al 
1565  la  chiesa  nomino  un  sacerdote  cattolico  di  Abaran  per  evitare  il 
ripetersi  della  situazione.  Questo  prete  proveniva  da  una  famiglia 
musulmana  e  parlava  arabo.  Nel  1567  Filippo  II  promulgo  una 
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nuova  legge.  Da  quel  momento  gli  abitanti  di  Blanca  non  poterono 
piu  parlare  arabo.  Era  proibito  vestirsi  in  modo  diverse  e  dovettero 
anche  rinunciare  alle  tradizioni  islamiche  legate  ai  matrimoni.  Cio 
avrebbe  presto  portato  alia  guerra  tra  i  mori  del  regno  di  Granada  e 
Filippo  II  e  cosi  almeno  60.000  mori  furono  uccisi.  La  pace 
successiva  fu  di  breve  durata,  perche  il  9  Aprile  1609  (nello  stesso 
giomo  ci  fu  un  importante  fatto  che  forni  le  truppe  necessarie,  la 
tregua  di  dodici  anni  con  i  Paesi  Bassi  che  fu  firmato  su  iniziativa 
del  Consiglio  reale)  fu,  inoltre,  deciso  che  tutti  i  mori  avrebbero 
dovuto  abbandonare  il  paese.  La  deportazione  di  massa  dei 
musulmani  battezzati  copri  il  3%  del  totale  della  popolazione 
spagnola,  da  250.000  a  300.000  persone  su  un  totale  di  8  o  9  milioni 
di  persone. 

Ogni  regno  doveva  garantire  che  la  deportazione  era  stata 
organizzata.  La  deportazione  inizio  a  Valencia  il  22  agosto  1609. 
Seguita,  il  29  maggio  1610,  da  Aragona  e  Castiglia.  L'intero 
processo  duro  per  un  totale  di  circa  cinque  anni,  dal  1609  al  1614.  I 
mori,  liberi  ma  sconvolti,  occuparono  le  loro  nuove  case  nel  potto. 
Provenivano  dal  Nord  Africa,  dalla  Francia,  dall'Italia  e  dall'Impero 
Ottomano.  Alcuni  lo  vissero  anche  come  una  liberazione  religiosa  e, 
da  un  lato,  sperimentarono  la  fratellanza  nei  paesi  islamici.  Ma, 
d'altro  canto,  ebbero  notevoli  difficolta  di  adattamento  e  vennero 
anche  in  contatto  con  ostilita. 

Gli  abitanti  dei  villaggi  della  Valle  di  Ricote  protestarono 
intensamente  e  riuscirono  a  rinviare  I'espulsione  fmo  al  1613.  Con 
1.000  abitanti,  oggi  6.000,  Blanca  era  la  citta  principale  nella  Valle 
di  Ricote.  Anche  se  furono  battezzati  prima,  dal  1502,  e  avevano 
diritto  al  titolo  di  nuovi  cristiani,  nel  1613  furono  improvvisamente 
ed  illegittimamente  defmiti  come  mori.  Questa  grande  ingiustizia  ha 
portato  all'annunciazione,  da  parte  di  Madrid  nei  primi  giomi  di 
dicembre  del  1613,  che  anche  i  mori  della  valle  di  Ricote  avrebbero 
dovuto  lasciare  il  paese.  Cio  porto  alle  ossessionanti  situazioni  in  cui 
i  resident!  di  Blanca  in  lacrime  si  diressero  dal  vescovo  cattolico  a 
Murcia  per  evitare  I'espulsione.  Nonostante  tutta  la  buona  volonta 
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della  Chiesa  Cattolica  di  Murcia,  che  era  dalla  parte  dei  residenti 
della  valle  di  Ricote,  la  deportazione  avvenne  comunque.  La  ragione 
data  per  giustificare  questa  deportazione  fu,  stranamente,  la 
sicurezza  nazionale.  II  13  dicembre  1613  il  giomo  dell'espulsione 
fmalmente  arrivo.  Circa  il  40%  della  popolazione  della  Valle  di 
Ricote,  compresa  Blanca,  cammino  a  piedi  verso  il  porto  di 
Cartagena  per  essere  imbarcato  li.  Alcuni  dei  1.000  abitanti  di 
Blanca  si  nascosero  in  altri  villaggi  e  sulle  montagne  per  sfuggire 
alia  deportazione.  La  spedizione,  infine,  ebbe  luogo  nel  gennaio 
1614.  Nelle  tre  settimane  in  cui  i  residenti  di  Blanca  ed  i  loro  figli 
rimasero  a  Cartagena  diversi  anziani  riuscirono  a  far  sposare  le  loro 
figlie  con  i  cristiani,  al  fine  di  evitare  la  deportazione.  Questo  e  il 
motivo  per  cui  vediamo  circa  20  matrimoni  tra  figlie  dei  nuovi 
cristiani  di  Blanca  e  maschi  cristiani  di  altre  regioni.  Solo  le  donne 
erano  disposte  a  sposarsi  in  quel  modo.  Non  sono  riuscito  a  trovare 
matrimoni  di  nuovi  cristiani  uomini  con  donne  cristiane.  Non  era 
proprio  nella  natura  di  questi  ex  Mori  di  Blanca,  alcuni  dei  quali 
avevano  anche  2  o  3  donne  more  prima  del  1580. 

Grazie  ai  registri  per  i  battesimi  e  per  i  matrimoni  del  XVI  e  XVII 
secolo  ho  potuto  vedere  che  molti  nuovi  cristiani  di  Blanca  tomarono 
in  seguito,  dopo  10  o  15  anni.  Alla  fine  il  45%  degli  ex  abitanti  di 
Blanca  e  della  Valle  di  Ricote  poterono  continuare  a  vivere  nel  loro 
territorio.  Il  fatto  di  avere  ancora  a  Blanca  tutti  i  registri  di  battesimo, 
di  matrimonio  e  di  morte  pud  essere  considerate  come  qualcosa  di 
unico.  A  causa  della  guerra  civile  spagnola  (1936  -  1939)  un  sacco  di 
dati  furono  distrutti  o  semplicemente  bruciati.  Con  il  tempo  I'ex 
popolazione  Moresca  si  mescolo  lentamente  con  i  Cristiani. 

Contro  il  lato  della  montagna  vediamo  due  grandi  pilastri  che 
fungevano  da  ingresso  al  Castello  Moresco.  Notiamo  inoltre  che  non 
e  facile  entrare  attraverso  quell'ingresso  che  era  necessario  per 
proteggere  il  castello  da  eventual!  nemici.  Se  guardiamo  da  vicino, 
vediamo  due  vecchi  sentieri  sul  lato  della  montagna  che  furono 
utilizzati  dai  Mori  per  raggiungere  la  sua  parte  piu  alta.  Non  vi  era 
acqua  nel  castello,  cosi  dovettero  trasportarla  dal  fiume.  Il  castello  fu 
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costruito  in  un  punto  strategico,  al  fine  di  proteggerlo  al  meglio 
contro  gli  invasori.  Vicino  al  castello  possiamo  vedere  un  posto  di 
guardia  che  era  li  gia  prima  della  costruzione  del  castello, 
probabilmente  risalente  al  X  secolo.  II  castello  di  Blanca  rimase  in 
contatto  con  i  castelli  di  Cieza,  Ojos  e  Ricote  tramite  segnali  di 
fumo. 

II  castello  Moresco  era  del  XII  secolo  e  probabilmente  fu  costruito 
durante  il  regno  di  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  chiamato  anche  il  Re 
Lupo,  che  visse  tra  il  1124  e  il  1172.  In  questo  antico  quartiere  di 
Blanca,  che  potete  vedere  qui  nel  film,  c'e  un'attrazione  unica  della 
provincia  di  Murcia.  Da  nessuna  altra  parte  nella  provincia  di  Murcia 
si  puo  trovare  un  altro  quartiere  Moresco  antico. 

In  primo  piano,  in  lontananza,  vediamo  un  ex  granaio  nella  frazione 
di  Darrax  esattamente  tra  i  villaggi  di  Abaran  e  di  Blanca.  E'  I'unico 
granaio  Moresco  conosciuto  in  Spagna.  Sulla  cima  della  montagna 
questo  granaio  rettangolare  e  stato  suddiviso  in  diverse  aree  in  cui  il 
grano  veniva  conservato.  Il  granaio  aveva  una  guardia  perche  era  un 
luogo  sacro  ed  i  nemici  non  potevano  entrare.  Abbiamo  visto  lo 
stesso  fenomeno  nella  Chiesa  Cattolica  di  Blanca  nel  XVI  secolo.  Se 
qualcuno  fmiva  nei  guai  con  la  legge,  rapidamente  correva  in  chiesa 
ed  i  soldati  non  potevano  far  entrare  nessuno  nella  chiesa,  perche 
quello  era  un  luogo  sacro. 

Oggi  Blanca  e  uno  dei  paesi  piii  pii  della  provincia  di  Murcia.  Infme 
vediamo  la  "Virgen  Blanca"  (Vergine  Bianca)  su  un  bellissimo  punto 
di  osservazione  con  una  magnifica  vista  su  tutta  la  regione. 


©  Testo  italiano:  Go  vert  Westerveld 
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Blanca  (Murcia) 

Blanca  est  une  municipalite  espagnole  situee  dans  la  Vega  Alta  del 
Segura  dans  la  region  de  Murcie.  II  appartient  a  Tune  des  six 
municipalites  de  la  vallee  de  Ricote  (Valle  de  Ricote)  avec  Abaran, 
Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea,  et  Villanueva  de  Segura.  Blanca  voisins  dans  le 
nord  avec  la  commune  de  Abaran,  dans  le  sud  avec  ceux  de  Ulea  et 
Ojos,  a  Test  avec  les  municipalites  de  Molina  de  Segura  et  Fortuna, 
et  a  I'ouest  avec  la  municipalite  de  Ricote.  Blanca  couvre  la  zone  de 
87,7  km^,  son  altitude  moyenne  est  233m,  et  le  village  a  6489 
habitants,  selon  TINE  en  201 1. 


Road  Communications 

La  communication  principale  de  la  route  pres  Blanca  est  I'autoroute 
A-30  (Albacete,  Murcia).  Le  A-33  entre  Fuente  la  Higuera  Blanca  et 
est  actuellement  en  construction.  Cette  autoroute  permettra 
d'ameliorer  la  connexion  a  Valence. 

De  Murcia  Blanca  est  accessible  par  I'autoroute  A-30,  sortie  1 1 1  de 
la  gare  de  Blanca-ffcc,  de  Madrid  par  la  sortie  1 10  de  I'autoroute  A- 
30  ou  par  la  route  principale  N-301.  Depuis  Valence  pent  conduire  a 
Blanca  par  I'intersection  de  la  future  autoroute  A-33  de  I'autoroute 
A-30  ou  via  la  route  principale  N-344. 


Histoire 

Nous  devons  aller  a  I'annee  713  avec  I'arrivee  de  la  conquete  arabe 
pour  trouver  presence  humaine  permanente  dans  la  ville  de  Blanca. 
Le  premier  temoignage  nous  apporte  le  reste  de  son  chateau  datant 
du  Xlle  siecle.  Au  Xllle  siecle,  il  etait  connu  sous  le  nom  de  Negra, 
apparemment  en  raison  de  la  couleur  de  la  montagne  noire  a 
proximite  du  centre  du  chateau  et  de  la  population.  Ce  chateau  a  ete 
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construit  entre  1155  et  1171  par  le  premier  roi  de  Murcie, 
Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  connu  comme  le  Roi  Loup.  Le  lien 
historique  a  faire  partie  de  la  Vallee  de  Ricote  mauresque  a  ete 
trouve  en  1228  lors  de  I'insurrection  menee  par  Ibn  Hud  de  Ricote 
contre  les  Almohades.  Cependant,  apres  sa  mort  dix  ans  plus  tard 
I'anarchie  et  I'anarchie  propagee  dans  le  royaume  de  Murcie, 
provoquant  le  Pacte  Alcaraz  signe  avec  la  Castille  en  1243,  ce  qui 
necessitait  d'etre  soumise  a  la  Couronne  comme  un  protectorat  et  le 
respect  et  la  garantie  des  biens,  et  les  traditions  musulmanes  dans  le 
changement  de  vassalite  au  roi  castillan.  Se  il  vous  plait  revenir  sur 
cette  phrase.]  Une  fois  Alfonso  X  avait  ete  instaure  sur  le  trone 
castillan  et  apres  la  rupture  des  clauses  du  traite  de  la  population 
mudejar  revoltee  entre  1264  et  1266.  Apres  la  suppression  de  la 
revolution  Alfonso  X  a  la  population  la  Vallee  de  Ricote  la 
juridiction  de  la  ville  de  Murcie,  etant  ainsi  inclus  dans  le  territoire 
de  la  ville.  Avec  la  mort  de  Fernando  de  la  Cerda,  le  fils  aine  et 
heritier  castillan,  la  lutte  a  commence  pour  la  succession  au  trone  de 
Castille.  La  lutte  etait  entre  les  fils  de  Fernando,  les  nourrissons  de  la 
Cerda,  et  son  oncle,  le  fils  d' Alphonse  X,  I'infant  Don  Sancho.  Dans 
un  document  date  du  25  Mars  1281  I'avenir  Sancho  IV  promis  de 
recompenser  I'Ordre  de  Santiago  en  faisant  don  de  la  vallee  de 
Ricote  y  compris  Negra  (Blanca)  si  elle  I'a  aide  dans  sa  lutte  pour  la 
couronne.  Lorsque  etant  proclame  roi  a  Seville  le  19  Novembre 
1285,  Sancho  IV  a  rempli  son  engagement  et  a  donne  a  I'Ordre  de 
Santiago  la  vallee  de  Ricote,  leurs  quartiers,  les  villages  et  les  lieux 
pour  I'aide  apportee  (1). 

La  paix  ne  dura  pas  longtemps  dans  le  Ricote  Vally  parce  que  James 
II  d' Aragon  a  envahi  le  Royaume  de  Murcie  en  1296  pour  se 
recompenser  pour  I'aide  apportee  a  I'autre  partie,  ce  est  a  dire  |  les 
nourrissons  de  la  Cerda,  dans  la  lutte  pour  la  succession  au  trone 
contre  son  oncle.  Au  cours  de  cette  occupation  Negra  et  son  chateau 
ont  ete  donnes  au  conseiller  Bernardo  de  Sarria,  bien  que  le 
commandant  de  santiaguista  de  Ricote  selon  les  remplacer  a  John 
Osores  le  19  Septembre  1303.  La  derniere  fois  que  le  nom  de  Negra 
est  indique  dans  un  document  est  dans  I'annee  1315.  le  changement 
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du  nom  Negra  Blanca  a  probablement  eu  lieu  entre  les  annees  1353 
et  1362  par  I'influence  de  Dona  Blanca  de  Borbon,  reine  de  Castille, 
qui  a  ete  abandonne  par  le  roi  Pedro  I  et  defendue  par  Fadrique, 
Maitre  de  I'Ordre  de  Santiago  et  par  Sancho  Sanchez  de  Moscoso,  le 
commandant  de  santiaguista  de  Ricote  (2).  En  1382,  Blanca  est 
apparu  pour  la  premiere  fois  sous  le  nom  de  Blanca.  Le  Advancer 
(conseiller)  du  Royaume  de  Murcie,  Martin  Alonso  de  Valdivieso, 
necessaire  a  la  liberte  d'un  Maure  de  Blanca  qui  a  ete  capture  sur 
demande  d'un  Juif  d'Elche.  (3).  Des  evenements  injustes  ne  pouvait 
pas  arreter  I'instabilite  de  la  guerre  dans  les  decennies  du  milieu  du 
XVe  siecle.  II  a  provoque  I'abandon  du  peuple  de  Blanca  marchaient 
avec  les  troupes  du  roi  de  Grenade  apres  une  incursion  dans  le 
royaume  de  Murcie.  Par  la  suite,  apres  avoir  demande  des  avantages 
fiscaux,  le  peuple  de  Blanca  retournes.  Apres  le  sac  sanglant  de 
Cieza  en  1477,  qui  a  laisse  les  villages  depeuples,  les  habitants  de 
Blanca  nouveau  quitte  leur  village.  Ils  revinrent  en  1492  apres  la 
conquete  du  royaume  de  Grenade.  Le  domaine  de  I'Ordre  de 
Santiago  sur  la  Blanca  et  le  reste  de  la  vallee  de  Ricote  serait 
prolonge  jusqu'au  XIXe  siecle.  Afin  d'ameliorer  la  performance  de 
leurs  terres  dans  les  premieres  annees  de  ce  domaine  I'Ordre  a 
convaincu  les  mahometans  de  Blanca  se  convertir  au  christianisme 
avant  la  nouvelle  loi  en  1501.  Ils  sont  desormais  appeles  nouveaux 
Chretiens.  Les  musulmans  convertis  apres  la  nouvelle  loi  de  1501  ont 
ete  appeles  Maures.  En  1507,  les  Rois  Catholiques  ont  donne  des 
instructions  pour  construire  des  eglises  a  la  place  des  vieilles 
mosquees  (4).  Avec  cette  conversion  au  christianisme  de  la 
population  musulmane  esperait  se  debarrasser  des  pressions  fiscales 
dont  ils  ont  fait  I'objet  tout  le  temps.  Cependant,  leur  frustration  etait 
super  de  voir  que  ce  ne  etait  pas  le  cas,  et  cela  a  provoque  un  violent 
soulevement  de  la  population  mauresque  dans  toute  la  vallee  en 
1517.  Cette  rebellion  a  ete  supprimee  et  reprima  un  an  plus  tard. 

Tout  au  long  du  XVIe  siecle  Blanca  a  connu  une  augmentation 
importante  de  la  population  du  village.  Philippe  II,  manque  toujours 
de  I'argent  en  raison  de  ses  guerres,  a  organise  une  nouvelle  strategie 
pour  obtenir  de  I'argent:  la  creation  municipalites.  Par  consequent,  le 
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10  Aout  1591  Blanca  obtenu  de  Philippe  II  le  privilege  [statut  ou  un 
privilege?]  D'une  municipalite  au  cout  de  2  400  ducats.  L'expulsion 
des  nouveaux  chretiens  de  la  vallee  de  Ricote  -  maintenant  appele 
soudainement  Morisques  -  decretee  en  1613  par  Philippe  III  a  quitte 
les  terres  de  Blanca  en  mines.  Blanca  a  ete  laisse  avec  seulement  300 
personnes  (5),  en  raison  de  I'exode  force  de  ses  habitants.  Cependant, 
10  a  15  ans  plus  tard,  45%  de  ses  habitants  ont  ete  renvoyes  a  leurs 
terres  (6).  Miguel  de  Cervantes  Saavedra  a  ecrit  longuement  sur  la 
Vallee  de  Ricote  mauresque  a  travers  la  figure  de  Morisco  Ricote 
(7).  De  nombreux  auteurs  ont  pense  que  le  morisque  Ricote  venu  de 
Esquivias  ou  Albacete,  mais  Covert  Westerveld,  fun  des  deux 
chroniqueurs  de  la  ville  se  est  avere  que  le  morisque  Ricote  venu  de 
la  vallee  de  Ricote  (8)  comme  fa  confirme  en  2010  par  le  professeur 
Francisco  Marquez  Villanueva  (9) .  Retour  dans  le  siecle  d'or  (18)  de 
Murcie  Blanca  a  commence  a  recouvrer  sa  perte  de  la  population, 
passant  de  700  habitants  en  1713  a  1378  en  1786,  selon  le 
Recensement  de  Floridablanca.  F'eglise  actuelle  dediee  a  saint  Jean 
I'evangeliste  a  ete  reconstmite  a  la  fm  du  XVIIe  et  le  debut  du 
XVlIIe  siecle  par  les  freres  de  tailleur  de  pierre  Lucas  et  Antonio  de 
la  Lastra.  Le  batiment  a  ete  acheve  en  1717. 

Apres  la  guerre  d'independance  (1808-1814)  privilege  de  Blanca  a 
ete  ratifie  par  le  roi  Ferdinand  VII  en  1819.  Neuf  ans  plus  tard,  le 
royaume  de  Murcie  a  ete  frappe  par  une  epidemie  de  fievre  jaune  et 
Blanca  a  ete  elu  par  le  Chapitre  de  la  cathedrale  de  Murcie  comme 
refuge  contre  la  maladie,  et  par  I'intercession  de  Saint-Roch,  la  fievre 
ne  est  pas  parvenu  Blanca  selon  la  tradition.  Saint-Roch  a  ete  nomme 
comme  le  modele  de  Blanca  voir  les  resultats  de  la  priere  des 
habitants  de  Blanca  lui.  Libere  de  tout  controle  de  I'Ordre  de 
Santiago,  en  1851  et  apres  les  evenements  revolutionnaires  et  la 
restauration  de  la  monarchie  de  Canovas  del  Castillo  a  Alfonso  XII 
Blanca  face  le  debut  du  nouveau  siecle  mieux  prepares  que  certains 
des  municipalites  environnantes.  En  1856,  les  habitants  disposes 
constmction  d'un  nouveau  pont  sur  la  riviere  Segura.  En  1869,  une 
route  mrale  a  ete  termine  pour  relier  la  ville  a  la  station  de  chemin  de 
fer.  En  1894,  I'eclairage  public  a  ete  installe.  Aussi  en  1894  Blanca 
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subi  plusieurs  effondrements  des  coteaux  detruisant  plusieurs 
batiments,  dont  une  maison-hopital  et  un  abri  pour  les  pauvres.  Le 
resultat  etait  un  changement  complet  des  paysages  qui  ont  motive  la 
construction  de  nouvelles  maisons  et  des  rues.  Au  cours  du  XXe 
siecle,  les  periodes  de  turbulences  politiques  et  sociales  se 
produisaient  regulierement  dans  la  ville  et  le  reste  de  la  region. 
Proclame  la  Deuxieme  Republique  dans  les  elections  1931  les  partis 
conservateurs  regroupes  dans  la  Confederation  espagnole  des  droits 
autonomes  (CEDA)  a  remporte  les  elections.  La  reponse  des  partis 
de  gauche  etait  un  developpement  immediat  de  I'organisation  des 
syndicats  et  des  organisations  sociales  qui  en  1934  ont  proclame  une 
greve  generale  en  Murcie  avec  de  violentes  manifestations  dans  de 
nombreux  endroits.  Le  Cieza  voisin  a  du  declarer  I'etat  de  guerre  et  il 
y  avait  plusieurs  morts  dans  Alguazas.  Les  elections  de  1936, 
remportees  par  une  coalition  de  partis  de  gauche  appele  "Le  Front 
populaire",  retoumes  a  provoquer  des  altercations  violentes  dans 
toute  la  region.  Ce  annonqait  la  guerre  civile  qui  a  pris  fm  avec  la 
montee  par  une  partie  de  I'armee  le  17  Juillet  de  la  meme  annee. 
Comme  dans  le  reste  du  pays  au  cours  de  ces  annees,  il  y  avait  crise 
sociale  isole.  Cependant,  la  prise  de  conscience  la  plus  notable  a  ete 
refletee  dans  les  attaques  contre  les  convents  et  eglises,  comme  le 
convent  de  "La  Milagrosa»  et  la  paroisse  de  I'eglise  de  Blanca  "San 
Juan  Evangelista".  A  la  suite  de  cette  violence  Blanca  perdu  une 
quantite  importante  de  fart  religieux,  en  particulier  dans  I'imagerie 
religieuse  (sauve  des  memes  attaques  I'un  des  plus  prestigieux  et 
apprecie,  ce  est  que  les  images  du  Christ  attache  a  la  colonne  d'un 
style  Salzillo  et  patemite  de  Sanchez  Tapia ). 

Malgre  restant  sur  le  cote  de  la  Republique  de  la  region  de  Murcie 
est  reste  loin  des  lignes  de  front,  car  il  y  avait  pen  d'action  militaire, 
a  I'exception  des  ports  de  bombardement  sporadiques  de  Carthagene 
et  Aguilas.  En  Mars  1939  les  troupes  de  I'equipe  nationale  ont 
occupe  la  ville  avec  le  reste  de  la  region.  D'un  point  de  vue 
demographique  du  XXe  siecle  a  ete  une  periode  de  stagnation  pour 
Blanca.  Un  siecle  plus  tot,  il  avait  6000  habitants  et  le  meme  chiffre 
reste  dans  le  XXIe  siecle.  Aujourd'hui  I'immigration  est  essentielle 
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pour  maintenir  et  accroitre  ce  nombre.  Ce  ne  est  pas  surprenant  parce 
que  Teconomie  de  la  municipalite  au  debut  du  siecle  a  ete  basee  sur 
I'agriculture,  I'alfa  (10),  et  la  vente  de  bois,  ce  qui  a  progressivement 
disparu  avec  ravenement  des  fibres  synthetiques.  Ces  circonstances, 
la  fermeture  des  industries  de  conserverie,  et  I'abandon  de 
I'exploitation  forestiere  forces  emigration  de  nombreux  habitants  de 
la  region  a  d'autres  endroits.  Seulement  I'agriculture,  actuellement 
consacre  aux  fruits  et  raisins,  a  re9u  un  serieux  coup  de  pouce  avec 
les  eaux  du  Tage-Segura.  Cependant,  les  habitants  de  Blanca  ne  se 
rendent  pas  a  I'adversite  et  se  battent  ensemble  pour  affronter  les 
moments  futurs  dans  un  effort  remarquable  pour  developper  leur 
ville. 

Spectacles 

•  Eglise  Saint-Jean  I'Evangeliste  du  XVIIIe  siecle 

•  Chateau  des  Maures  du  Xlle  siecle 

•  Pena  Negra  (volcanique  du  rocher  noir  sur  lequel  la  ville  se 
trouve) 

•  Museum  and  Art  Center  Blanca  (MUCAB)  repere 
architectural  international 

Fondation  de  Pedro  Cano 

•  Centro  Negra,  espace  de  creation  de  recherche  et 
contemporain  (AADK) 

•  Centre  d'interpretation  de  I'Eau  et  Lumiere 

•  Ermitage  de  Saint  Roch  (baroque) 

•  Sainte  Chapelle  Famille 

•  Ermitage  de  San  Pedro 

•  Eglise  "Virgen  del  Pilar" 

•  Ferris  Wheel  "Nunez  Miguelico" 

•  Artisan  Maison  Atelier  "Centre  Negra".  Dans  un 
emplacement  privilegie  sur  la  peripherie  de  la  chateau  maure; 
des  cours  de  peinture  et  de  fart  sont  disponibles 

•  Maison  de  campagne  "La  Favorita" 
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•  Alices  le  long  de  la  riviere. 

Economie 

•  Industrial  Estate  "de  San  Roque" 

•  Industrial  Estate  "Angel  Prieto  Oliva" 


Fetes  et  evenements  importants 

Paques  Fetes:  Comme  dans  d'autres  endroits  dans  la  region,  ou  le 
Careme  vient,  tous  les  groupes  religieux  (cofradias)  et  confreries 
d'apporter  la  passion  fmaliser  les  preparatifs  pour  les  actes  et  les 
parades  pleine  de  ferveur  et  de  passion.  A  I'heure  actuelle,  il  ya  huit 
groupes  religieux  a  Blanca  dont  les  plus  anciens  sont: 

•  La  Confrerie  Royale  et  les  plus  illustres  de  Notre  Pere  Jesus 
de  Nazareth 

•  La  Confrerie  de  Saint-Jean  I'Evangeliste 

•  La  Congregation  royale  des  S  acres  Coeurs  de  Jesus  et  de 
Marie 

•  La  Confrerie  des  Servites  de  Notre-Dame  de  la  Vierge  des 
Douleurs 

• 

D'autres  groupes  religieux  d'une  date  ulterieure  sont: 

•  La  Confrerie  de  Veronica 

•  La  Confrerie  de  San  Pedro 

•  La  Confrerie  de  St  Mary  Magdalene 
et  la  jeune  Fratemite: 

•  La  Confrerie  de  f  Agonic  dans  le  jardin 

La  Confrerie  de  I'Agonie  dans  le  jardin  realise  I'image  de  la  Vierge 
des  Douleurs  a  la  procession  du  Vendredi  Saint  en  1986,  trois  ans 
plus  tard  apres  que  les  fondations  de  cette  fratemite.  Cette  offre 
traditionnelle  d'images  qui  montre  I'emotion  des  habitants  de  Blanca 
a  payer  pour  porter  I'image  choisie  sur  leurs  epaules  est  digne  de 
mention. 
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Ete  Fetes:  En  Aout  Blanca  celebre  ses  festivites  estivales  a  nouveau 
en  I'honneur  de  leur  patron  Saint  Roche.  Voici  les  changements 
apportes  a  la  decoration  pain  sucre  (la  mona)  et  les  taureaux.  Dans 
Blanca  le  fonctionnement  des  taureaux  porte  la  celebre  statut 
d'Interet  Touristique  Regional,  et  ce  est  sans  doute  le  plus  celebre 
jour  pour  tous  les  residents  de  Blanca.  La  course  de  taureaux  est  une 
tradition  tres  ancienne  qui  a  ete  detenu  pendant  plus  de  350  annees, 
et  un  evenement  unique  dans  la  region  de  Murcie.  Pendant  la 
matinee,  I'atmosphere  qui  regne  sur  tout  le  parcours  des  taureaux  de 
course  est  une  joie  sans  limite  dans  laquelle  la  danse  et  defile  de 
fanfares  encourage  tous  ceux  qui  joindre  aux  festivites,  et  ou  tout  le 
monde  est  le  bienvenu.  II  est  toujours  tenue  devant  Aout  15.  La  vie 
et  les  traditions  de  la  ville  sont  bien  decrits  par  un  autre  chroniqueur 
du  village,  Angel  Rios  Martinez  (11-25). 

Fetes  d’hiver:  Blanca  a  Noel,  ou  I'on  peut  profiler  de  diverses 
creches  monumentales.  Parmi  eux,  les  visiteurs  peuvent  profiler  de 
la  stalle  de  Bethleem  monumental  situe  dans  le  showroom  de 
Cajamurcia  ou  la  creche  de  Bethleem  monumentale  privee  situee  a  la 
place  de  "Estacion  de  Blanca".  Ce  quartier  de  Blanca  est  situe  a  4  km 
de  Blanca,  prendre  la  route  de  Jumilla. 

Printemps  Festivites:  Blanca  au  printemps  -  apres  la  Semana  Santa 
-  commence  par  une  semaine  de  festivites  dediees  au  patron  de  Saint 
Roche.  Le  plus  caracteristique  de  ces  festivites  sont  le  couronnement 
de  la  reine  et  le  pelerinage.  Le  pelerinage  est  de  retourner  le  patron 
de  la  municipalite  de  I'eglise  situee  dans  le  centre  de  la  ville  a  son 
ermitage  dedie  a  ce  patron.  Les  gens  vont  faire  le  patron  apres  une 
joumee  a  I'endroit  ou  il  fiit  re9u  avec  jubilation  et  monte  en  fleche. 

Villes  jumelles 

•  Anguillara  Sabazia,  Italie 

Le  jumelage  est  un  acte  qui  a  lieu  entre  deux  personnes,  deux 
cultures,  dans  le  but  d'apporter,  rejoignant  douane,  les  relations,  les 
sentiments  ....  "Cela  pourrait  bien  etre  une  definition  du  jumelage," 
gemellaggio  "en  italien.  Le  long  de  ces  lignes  Irene  Molina  a 
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explique  en  1999  ses  impressions  d'evenements  ont  eu  lieu  entre 
Blanca  et  la  ville  de  soeur  italienne  Anguillara  Sabazia. 

II  ya  17  ans  Blanca  eu  I'idee  de  jumelage  avec  une  ville  italienne 
lointain  situe  a  une  trentaine  de  miles  Rome  appeles  Anguillara 
Sabazia.  Cette  ville  etait  semblable  a  Blanca,  dans  sa  structure,  le 
climat,  importance  de  I'eau,  et  le  paysage  represente  par  un  beau  lac 
a  Anguillara  (Bracciano)  et  la  riviere  (Segura)  dans  la  municipalite 
de  Blanca,  et  ses  habitants  etant  accueillants,  des  gens  simples, 
travailleur  .  Peut-etre  le  lien  le  plus  fort  du  syndicat  qui  Blanca  avait 
dans  cette  ville  etait  le  fds  favori  de  Blanca,  le  peintre  Pedro  Cano, 
qui  etait  le  fds  adoptif  de  Anguillara  et  a  vecu  avec  les  gens  depuis 
plus  de  vingt  ans.  Pedro  Cano  est  arrive  un  jour  a  Anguillara,  et  bien 
que  Blanca  avait  toujours  ete  dans  son  coeur,  il  a  ete  captive  par  son 
charme,  paysage,  I'enthousiasme  des  gens,  et  la  lumiere  reflechie  si 
remarquablement  dans  ses  oeuvres.  En  Aout  1998  a  commence  le 
jumelage  entre  Anguillara  et  Blanca  avec  I'arrivee  d'une 
representation  de  "anguilarillos"  a  Blanca.  Ce  etait  une  experience 
tres  enrichissante  et  charmant  et  a  cree  certains  des  liens  etroits  entre 
les  personnes  des  deux  villes.  Une  representation  de  cinquante-cinq 
habitants  de  Blanca  voyage  le  4  mai  1998  en  Italie  pour  visiter 
Anguillara  et  de  consolider  le  jumelage.  Tous  ont  ete  ravis  par 
Anguillara.  Tous  ses  habitants  constamment  efforces  de  rendre  le 
sejour  des  visiteurs  le  plus  agreable  possible.  Tous  les  gens  la-bas, 
du  plus  jeune  au  plus  vieux,  ont  participe  a  des  evenements  qu'ils 
avaient  prepares  avec  amour:  I'exposition  de  photographies  des  deux 
municipalites,  le  concert  de  musique  classique,  et  la  promenade  en 
bateau  sur  le  lac  d'apprecier  leur  beaute.  Cependant,  peut-etre  le  plus 
emouvant  etait  le  concours  de  poemes  et  de  peintures  realisees  par 
les  enfants.  Ce  etait  incroyable  de  voir  comment  ils  savaient  Blanca! 
Irene  fmi  de  raconter  son  histoire  du  voyage. 

Quand  les  gens  de  Blanca  sont  entres  dans  le  bus  d'Anguillara  et 
visualises  le  signe  de  jumelage  avec  le  nom  de  Blanca  se 
chevauchant  I'un  des  Anguillara,  quelqu'un  de  Blanca  se  ecria: 
«Regardez,  nous  sommes  a  nouveau  dans  notre  village"!  Ce  etait 
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tout  a  fait  vrai.  II  Anguillara,  plus  de  deux  mille  miles  de  Blanca,  ils 
se  sentaient  comme  dans  leur  propre  ville.  Par  consequent,  au  nom 
de  tout  le  groupe  de  personnes  de  mots  Blanca  de  grace  ont  ete 
donnes  aux  autorites  municipales,  a  la  commission  de  jumelage,  et 
les  gens  genereux  de  Anguillara! 

©  Texte  fran9ais:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Blanca:  Le  dernier  et  plus  large  des 
villages  Maurisque  restant  en  Espagne 
en  1613 

Blanca  etait  le  dernier  et  le  plus  important  village  Maurisque  en 
Espagne  en  1613. Tons  les  Mauresques  ont  du  quitter  le  pays  en 
1609.  Les  residents  de  Blanca,  un  des  six  villages  qui  appartenait  a  la 
vallee  de  Ricote,  pouvait  reporter  I’expulsion  jusqu’a 
1613.Cependant,  a  la  fin  de  I’annee  1613  la  triste  annonce  arrivait 
que  les  Mauresques  de  la  vallee  de  Ricote  devaient  eux  aussi  quitter 
le  pays.  Pres  de  25%  de  la  population  des  1000  habitants  de  Blanca 
allaient  a  pied  au  port  de  Cartagena  ou  les  Mauresques  devaient 
embarquer.  Une  petite  portion  des  1000  habitants  de  Blanca  avait 
echappe  et  retiree  dans  d’autres  villages  ou  dans  les  hautes 
montagnes  de  Ricote.  Apres  10  a  15  ans  beaueoup  sont  rentres. 
Finalement,  autour  des  45%  des  habitants  qui  formaient  Blanea  et  la 
vallee  de  Ricote  pouvaient  continuer  de  rester  dans  leurs  territoires. 
Ces  personnes  mariees  dans  les  cours  du  temps  pour  les  Chretiens,  et 
aujourd’hui  Blanea  est  I’un  des  villages  les  plus  pieux  de  la 
provinee  de  Murcie.  Ces  films  vous  montrent  le  vieux  quartier 
Mauresque,  le  petit  enroulement  de  rues  qui  ont  couru  au  chateau,  et 
des  tres  vielles  maisons  des  siecles  apres. 

L’histoire  de  Blanca  pent  tout  simplement  etre  depliee  comme 
suivant.  Apres  I’envahissement  des  Maures  en  Espagne  dans  I’annee 
711  ils  reglent  la  vallee  de  Rieote  le  meme  siecle.  La,  ils  formaient 
six  villages  jusqu’en  1609.Le  nom  eourant  de  ees  villages  sont 
Abaran,  Blanca,  Ojos,  Rieote,  Ulea  et  Villanueva.  Le  village  de 
Blanca  etait  pendant  le  17^  siecle  le  prineipal  village  de  la  vallee  de 
Ricote. 

La  premiere  fois  que  Blanca  apparait  dans  un  document  c’est  en 
1281  quand  Sancho,  le  fils  du  Roi  Alfonso  le  sage,  offrait  ee  village 
comme  un  don  a  la  commande  de  Santiago.  Le  nom  de  Blanca  etait 
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en  ce  moment  Negra  traduit  en  Anglais  comme  noir.  Le  nom  du 
premier  major  dans  les  documents  fondes  en  1303,  est  Garcia 
Bizcarra,  comme  commandant  du  chateau  de  Negra  pendant  la 
guerre  entre  Todmir  (I'ancien  nom  de  la  province  de  Murcia)  et 
Valencie.  Cette  guerre  ragee  entre  1296  et  1304  et  le  chateau  de 
Negra  jouait  un  role  important  a  ce  moment 

La  derniere  fois  que  le  nom  Negra  apparait  dans  les  documents  est 
en  1315  et  la  premiere  fois  que  le  nom  apparait  comme  Blanca, 
blanc  en  neerlandais,  est  en  1283.Personne  ne  connaissait  quand  le 
changement  de  nom  a  eu  lieu.  Cependant,  dans  ma  these  de  2008,  je 
visais  a  prouver  que  le  nom  Blanca  descendait  de  la  reine  Blanche  de 
Bourbon,  qui  en  1353  a  epouse  le  roi  d'Espagne  Pierre  le  Cruel. 

Le  Roi  laissait  sa  femme  apres  trois  jours  dans  le  petrin  et  vivait 
avec  sa  bien  aimee  Maria  de  Padilla.  Son  demi-frere  Fadrique, 
comme  maitre  de  la  commande  de  Santiago,  defendait  la  reine 
Blanche  de  Bourbon  dans  une  guerre  civile.  Cependant,  en  1358 
Peter  le  cruel  donnait  des  instructions  pour  tuer  Fadrique  a  Seville. 
Ils  tuaient  aussi  le  commandant  de  Ricote  qui  luttait  ensemble  avec 
Fadrique  pour  les  droits  de  la  reine  blanche  de  Bourdon.  Entre  1354 
et  1358  Fadrique  restait  occasionnellement  dans  la  vallee  de 
Ricote  et  c’est  la  que  le  nom  de  Negra  changeait  a  celui  de  Blanca 
comme  un  hommage  a  la  reine  blanche  pour  lequel  les  commandes 
de  Santiago  luttaient  pour  des  annees. 

En  1501  les  musulmans  de  Blanca  convertis  au  Catholicisme  et  tons 
etaient  appeles  des  nouveaux  Chretiens.  En  1505  la  mosquee  de 
Blanca  est  convertie  a  une  eglise  catholique  et  un  pretre  officiel  etait 
nomme  pour  les  nouveaux  Chretiens  pour  leur  enseigner  la  foi 
catholique. 

Ceci  n’ etait  pas  fait  dans  le  droit  chemin,  nous  voyons  en  1562  que 
20  nouveaux  Chretiens  etaient  dans  la  prison  de  Blanca.  Deux 
d’ entre  eux  etaient  brule  vivants  due  au  processus  d’ inquisition. 
Plus,  les  autres  18  nouveaux  Chretiens  ont  completement  perdus  leur 
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appartenance  comme  payement  des  processus  varies  d’ inquisition. 
Aux  alentours  de  1565  I’eglise  nommait  un  pretre  catholique 
d’Abaran  pour  eviter  la  repetition  de  cette  situation.  Le  pretre  venait 
d’une  famille  musulmane  et  parlait  Arabe.  En  1567,  Philippe  11 
promulguait  une  nouvelle  loi.  De  ce  moment  les  habitants  de  Blanca 
ne  pouvaient  plus  parler  Arabe  n’importe  comment.  11  etait  interdit 
de  s’habiller  differemment,  et  ils  avaient  aussi  renonces  aux 
traditions  Islamiques  ,aux  manages.  Ceci  conduit  rapidement  a  la 
guerre  entre  les  Morisques  du  royaume  de  Grenade  et  Philippe  II,  et 
ainsi  au  moins  60  000  Morisques  ont  ete  tues.  La  paix  fut  de  courte 
duree  ulterieure,  parce  que  le  9  Avril  1609  (le  meme  jour,  un 
important  accord  etant  donne  les  troupes  necessaires,  la  treve  de 
douze  ans  avec  les  Pays-Bas  a  ete  signe  a  I'initiative  du  Conseil 
Royal)  il  a  egalement  ete  decide  que  tous  les  Morisques  avaient  a 
abandonner  le  pays.  La  deportation  massive  des  musulmans  baptises 
convert  3%  de  la  population  espagnole  totale,  de  250  000  a  300  000 
personnes  sur  un  total  de  8  a  9  millions  de  personnes. 

Chaque  royaume  devait  s’assurer  que  la  deportation  a  ete  organisee. 
II  a  commence  a  Valence  le  22  Aout  1609.  Elle  a  ete  suivie,  le  29 
mai  1610  par  Aragon  et  de  Castille  au  cours  de  la  meme  annee. 
L' ensemble  du  processus  a  dure  un  total  d' environ  cinq  ans,  de  1609 
a  1614.Vingt  Morisques  bouleverses  venus  dans  leurs  ports  d'attache 
de  nouvelles.  Ils  etaient  lAfrique  du  Nord,  la  France,  I'ltalie  et 
I'Empire  ottoman.  Certains  ont  egalement  vecu  comme  une 
liberation  religieuse  et,  d'une  part,  ils  ont  connu  la  fratemite  dans  les 
pays  islamiques.  Mais  d'un  autre  cote,  ils  ont  de  grandes  difficultes  a 
s’ adapter,  et  meme  ils  sont  venus  en  contact  avec  les  hostilites.  Les 
habitants  des  villages  de  la  vallee  de  Ricote  protestent  intensivement 
et  ont  reussi  a  reporter  I'expulsion  jusqu'a  1613.  Avec  1000 
habitants,  aujourd'hui  6000,  Blanca  etait  la  principale  ville  de  la 
vallee  de  Ricote.  Bien  qu'ils  aient  ete  baptises  avant  1502  et  avaient 
droit  au  titre  de  nouveaux  chretiens,  en  1613  ils  etaient 
soudainement  aussi  illegaux  et  surnomme  Morisques.  Cette  grande 
injustice  a  about!  a  Madrid  annon9ant  au  debut  de  Decembre  1613 
que  les  Morisques  de  la  vallee  de  Ricote  devaient  egalement  quitter 
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le  pays.  Cela  a  conduit  a  banter  les  situations  ou  les  residents  de 
Blanca  pleuraient  et  s’adressaient  a  I'eveque  catholique  a  Murcie 
pour  eviter  Texpulsion.  Malgre  toute  la  bonne  volonte  de  I'Eglise 
catholique  a  Murcie,  qui  se  tenait  pour  les  residents  de  la  vallee  de 
Ricote,  la  deportation  a  eu  lieu.  La  raison  invoquee  pour  cette 
expulsion  a  ete,  curieusement  securite  nationale.  Le  13  Decembre 
1613  le  jour  est  fmalement  venu.  Environ  40%  de  la  population  de  la 
vallee  de  Ricote,  y  compris  Blanca,  marchait  a  pied  du  port  de 
Carthagene  pour  y  etre  entrepris.  Certains  des  1000  habitants  de 
Blanca  s’etaient  retires  a  d'autres  villages  et  des  hautes  montagnes 
pour  echapper  a  la  deportation.  L'expedition  a  fmalement  eu  lieu  en 
Janvier  1614.  Dans  les  trois  semaines,  lorsque  les  habitants  de 
Blanca  et  leurs  enfants  restes  dans  Carthagene  differents  anciens  out 
reussi  a  marier  leurs  fdles  aux  chretiens  afm  d'eviter  I'expulsion. 
C’est  pourquoi  nous  voyons  environ  20  mariages  entre  les  fdles  des 
nouveaux  chretiens  de  Blanca  et  chretiens  hommes  d'autres  regions. 
Seules  les  femmes  etaient  pretes  a  se  marier  de  cette  fa9on.  Je  ne 
pouvais  pas  trouver  de  nouveaux  mariages  chretiens  masculins  aux 
femmes  chretiennes.  Ce  n’etait  vraiment  pas  dans  la  nature  de  ces 
anciens  Maures  de  Blanca,  dont  certains  avaient  meme  deux  ou  trois 
femmes  maures  avant  1580. 

Merci  pour  le  bapteme  et  de  mariage  registres  des  16  e  et  17  e  siecles 
j’ai  pu  voir  que  de  nombreux  nouveaux  chretiens  de  Blanca  puis 
revint  au  bout  de  10  a  15  ans.  Finalement,  45%  des  anciens  habitants 
de  Blanca  et  la  vallee  de  Ricote  pourrait  continuer  a  vivre  dans  leurs 
territoires.  Le  fait  que  nous  possedons  encore  Blanca  tout  le 
bapteme,  mariage  et  registres  de  deces  peut  etre  considere  comme 
quelque  chose  d'unique.  En  raison  de  la  guerre  civile  espagnole 
(1936  -  1939)  un  grand  nombre  de  dossiers  avaient  ete  detruits  ou 
simplement  brule.  Au  moment  ou  I'ancierme  population  maure  mele 
lentement  avec  les  chretiens. 

Contre  la  montagne,  nous  voyons  deux  grands  piliers  qui  servaient 
d' entree  au  chateau  mauresque.  Nous  notons  en  outre  que  ce  n’etait 
pas  facile  a  entrer  par  cette  entree  qui  a  ete  necessaire  pour  proteger 
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le  chateau  centre  les  ennemis  possibles.  Si  nous  regardons  de  pres, 
nous  voyons  deux  anciens  sentiers  a  flanc  de  montagne  qui  ont  ete 
utilises  par  les  Maures  a  marcher  vers  le  haut.  II  n'y  avait  pas  d'eau 
dans  le  chateau,  alors  ils  ont  du  transporter  de  I'eau  de  la  riviere  vers 
le  chateau.  Le  chateau  a  ete  construit  sur  un  point  strategique  afin  de 
proteger  le  mieux  possible  contre  les  envahisseurs.  Pres  du  chateau, 
nous  verrons  un  poste  de  garde  qui  etait  la  avant  la  construction  du 
chateau,  datant  probablement  du  lOeme  siecle.  Le  chateau  de  Blanca 
est  reste  en  contact  avec  les  chateaux  de  Cieza,  Ojos,  et  Ricote  via 
des  signaux  de  fumee. 

Les  dates  du  chateau  maure  du  12eme  siecle  et  a  probablement  ete 
construit  sous  le  regne  de  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  egalement 
appele  le  roi  Wolf,  qui  a  vecu  entre  1124  et  1172.  Dans  ce  vieux 
quartier,  que  vous  voyez  ici  dans  le  fdm,  Blanca  a  une  attraction 
unique  dans  la  province  de  Murcie.  Nulle  part  dans  la  province  de 
Murcie  n’est-il  un  autre  ancien  quartier  mauresque  d'etre  trouve. 

Au  premier  plan,  dans  le  future,  nous  voyons  un  ancien  grenier  dans 
le  hameau  Darrax  exactement  entre  les  villages  Abaran  et  Blanca. 
C’est  le  seul  grenier  maure  connu  dans  I’Espagne.  En  haut  de  la 
montagne  ce  grenier  rectangulaire  a  ete  divise  en  plusieurs  zones  ou 
le  grain  a  ete  stocke.  Le  grenier  avait  un  garde  parce  que  c’ etait  un 
lieu  saint,  et  les  ennemis  ne  pouvaient  pas  y  entrer.  Nous  avons  vu  le 
meme  phenomene  dans  I'Eglise  catholique  de  Blanca  pendant  le 
16eme  siecle.  Si  quelqu'un  a  eu  des  ermuis  avec  la  loi,  il  a  vite  count 
dans  I'eglise  et  les  soldats  ne  pouvaient  pas  trouver  quelqu'un  de 
I'eglise,  parce  que  c’ etait  un  lieu  saint. 

Aujourd’hui,  Blanca  est  I’un  des  villages  les  plus  pieux  dans  la 
Province  de  Murcie.  Finalement  nous  voyons  la  «Virgen  Blanca» 
(Vierge  Blanche)  sur  un  beau  belvedere  avec  une  vue  magnifique  sur 
toute  la  region. 

©  Texte  fran9ais:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Blanca  (Murcia) 

Blanca  ar  en  spansk  kommun  som  ligger  i  Vega  Alta  del  Segura  i 
Murcia  regionen.  Den  tillhor  en  av  de  sex  kommun  er  i  Ricotedalen 
(Valle  de  Ricote)  tillsammans  med  Abaran,  Ojos,  Ricote,  Ulea  och 
Villanueva  de  Segura.  Blanca  grannar  i  norr  med  kommunen 
Abaran,  i  soder  med  de  Ulea  och  Ojos,  i  oster  med  kommunerna 
Molina  de  Segura  och  Fortuna,  samt  i  vaster  med  kommun  Ricote. 
Blanca  omfattar  ett  omrade  pa  87,7  km^,  dess  genomsnittliga  hojd  ar 
233,  och  byn  har  6489  invanare,  enligt  INE  2011. 

Comunnication  vag 

Huvudvags  kommunikationen  nara  Blanca  ar  A-30  motorvagen 
(Albacete,  Murcia).  A-33  mellan  Fuente  la  Higuera  och  Blanca 
byggs  for  narvarande.  Derma  motorvag  kommer  att  forbattra 
anslutning  till  Valencia. 

Murcia  Blanca  ar  tillgangligt  via  A-30  motorvagen,  avfart  111 
Blanca-FFCC  jamvagsstation,  fran  Madrid  till  avfart  110  i  A-30 
motorvagen  eller  av  huvudvagen  N-301.  Fran  Valencia  kan  man 
kora  till  Blanca  genom  vagkorsningen  mellan  det  framtida  A-33 
motorvagen  till  A-30  motorvagen  eller  via  huvudvagen  N-344. 

Historia 

Vi  maste  ga  till  ar  713  med  ankomsten  av  den  arabiska  erovringen 
for  att  hitta  permanenta  mansklig  narvaro  i  staden  Blanca.  Det  forsta 
vittnesmal  leder  oss  resten  av  sitt  slott  fran  tolfte  arhundradet.  I  det 
trettonde  arhundradet  var  det  kant  under  namnet  Negra, 
uppenbarligen  pa  grund  av  fargen  pa  den  svarta  berg  nara  slottet  och 
befolkningscentrum.  Detta  slott  byggdes  mellan  1155  och  1171  av 
den  forsta  kungen  av  Murcia,  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis,  kand  som 
Wolf  King.  Den  historiska  kopplingen  for  att  bilda  en  del  av  den 
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moriska  Ricotedalen  hittades  1228  under  resningen  som  ledes  av  Ibn 
Hud  fran  Ricote  mot  almohaderna.  Hursomhelst,  efter  bans  dod  tio 
ar  senare  anarki  och  lagloshet  spreds  i  Konungariket  Murcia,  vilket 
gor  att  Alcaraz  pakten  undertecknade  med  Kastilien  ar  1243,  vilket 
kravde  underkastelse  till  kronan  som  ett  protektorat  och  respektera 
och  garantera  agodelar,  och  muslimska  traditioner  i  forandring 
vasallstat  till  kastilianska  kungen.  Nar  Alfonso  X  hade  inforts  pa 
kastilianska  tronen  och  efter  att  ha  brutit  nagra  klausuler  i  fordraget 
Mudejar  befolkningen  gjorde  revolt  mellan  1264  och  1266.  Efter  att 
ha  undertryckt  revolutionen  gav  Alfonso  X  Ricotedalen 
befolkningen  behorighet  till  staden  Murcia,  som  salunda  ingick  i 
stadens  territorium.  Med  doden  av  Fernando  de  la  Cerda,  den  aldsta 
sonen  och  kastilianska  arvinge,  boijade  kampen  for  tronfoljden  av 
Kastilien.  Kampen  stod  mellan  Femandos  soner,  bamen  de  la  Cerda, 
och  bans  farbror  Alfonso  X  son,  Infante  Don  Sancho.  I  ett  dokument 
daterat  25  Mar  1281  framtida  Sancho  IV  lovade  att  belona  bestalla 
av  Santiago  genom  att  donera  Ricotedalen  inklusive  Negra  (Blanca) 
om  det  hjalpte  honom  i  bans  kamp  for  kronan.  Nar  de  proklamerade 
honom  som  kung  i  Sevilla  den  19  november  1285,  Sancho  IV 
uppfyllde  bans  sitt  lofte  och  gav  bestallningen  av  Santiago 
Ricotedalen,  deras  stadsdelar,  byar  och  platser  for  stod  (1). 

Fred  varade  inte  lange  i  Ricote  Vally  eftersom  Jakob  II  av  Aragonien 
invaderade  Konungariket  Murcia  1296  for  att  belona  sig  sjalv  for 
den  hjalp  som  ges  till  den  andra  parten,  dvs  |  de  Spadbam  de  la 
Cerda,  i  kampen  for  tronfoljden  mot  bans  farbror.  Under  derma 
ockupation  Negra  och  dess  slott  gavs  till  kurator  Bernardo  de  Sarria, 
aven  om  santiaguista  befalhavare  for  Ricote  havdade  att  ersatta  dem 
med  John  Osores  den  19  September  1303.  Sista  gangen  namnet 
Negra  anges  i  ett  dokument  ar  i  ar  1315.  Forandringen  av  namnet 
Negra  Blanca  agde  troligen  rum  mellan  aren  1353  och  1362  genom 
paverkan  av  Dona  Blanca  de  Borbon,  drottning  av  Kastilien,  som 
overgavs  av  kung  Pedro  I  och  forsvaras  av  Fadrique,  Befalhavare 
over  order  av  Santiago  och  genom  Sancho  Sanchez  de  Moscoso,  den 
santiaguista  befalhavare  for  Ricote  (2). 
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1382  Blanca  dok  for  forsta  gangen  up  under  namnet  Blanca.  Den 
Advancer  (radgivare)  Konungariket  Murcia,  Martin  Alonso  de 
Valdivieso  kravde  frihet  en  Moor  fran  Blanca  som  fangades  pa 
begaran  av  en  Jude  i  Elche.  (3).  Orattvisa  handelser  kunde  inte 
stoppa  krigets  instabilitet  i  de  mellersta  decennier  av  det  femtonde 
arhundradet.  Det  orsakade  nedlaggning  av  Blanca,  folk  marscherade 
med  trupper  och  kungen  av  Granada  efter  en  razzia  i  Konungariket 
Murcia.  Efter  kravande  skattelattnader,  atervande  Blancas  folk.  Efter 
den  blodiga  sack  Cieza  1477,  vilket  lamnade  byama  till  att  avfolkas, 
invanama  i  Blanca  lamnade  deras  byar  igen.  De  atervande  igen  1492 
efter  erovringen  av  kungariket  Granada.  Domanen  av  bestalla  av 
Santiago  pa  Blanca  och  resten  av  Ricotedalen  skulle  forlangas  ffam 
till  artonhundratalet.  For  att  fdrbattra  resultatet  for  deras  lander  under 
de  forsta  aren  av  derma  doman  bestalla  overtygade 
muhammedanerna  i  Blanca  att  konvertera  till  kristendomen  innan 
den  nya  lagen  i  1501.  De  var  nu  kallade  nya  kristna. 
Muhammedanerna  konverterade  efter  den  nya  lagen  och  1501 
kallades  de  morerna.  Ar  1507  gav  den  katolska  monarken 
instruktionema  for  att  bygga  kyrkor  i  stallet  for  de  gamla  moskeema 

(4). 

Med  derma  konvertering  till  kristendomen  hoppades  den  muslimska 
befolkningen  att  bli  av  med  de  finanspolitiska  trycket  som  de 
omfattades  hela  tiden.  Fastan  deras  fhistration  var  stor  var  dock  detta 
inte  fallet,  och  detta  framkallade  ett  valdsamt  uppror  i  moriska 
befolkningen  i  hela  dalen  i  1517.  Detta  uppror  slogs  ned  och  var 
fortrangt  redan  ett  ar  senare. 

Under  1500-talet  sag  Blanca  en  markant  okning  av  antalet  invanare  i 
byn.  Philip  11,  som  alltid  saknade  pengar  pa  grund  av  sina  krig, 
utvecklade  en  ny  strategi  for  att  fa  pengar:  han  skapade  kommuner. 
Till  foljd  av  detta  gav  Philip  11  den  10  augusti  1591  Blanca 
privilegiet  [privilegium  eller  status?]  hos  en  kommun,  till  priset  av 
2  400  dukater.  Fordrivningen  av  de  nya  kristna  genom  Ricotedalens 
-som  nu  kallades  Moriscoes-  forordning  1613  resulterade  i  att 
Blancas  mark  foil  i  spillror.  Blanca  hade  enbart  300  personer  kvar 
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(5),  pa  grund  av  den  patvingade  fordrivningen  av  dess  invanare.  10 
till  15  ar  senare  hade  dock  45  %  av  befolkningen  atervant  till  sitt 
land  (6).  Miguel  de  Cervantes  Saavedra  skrev  utforligt  om  den 
moriska  Ricotedalen  genom  rollfiguren  Morisco  Ricote  (7).  Manga 
forfattare  trodde  att  Morisco  Ricote  kom  fran  Esquivias  eller 
Albacete  men  Gert  Westerveld,  en  av  stadens  tva  kronikorer, 
bevisade  att  Morisco  Ricote  kom  fran  Ricotedalen  (8).  Detta 
bekraftades  2010  av  professor  Francisco  Marquez  Villanueva  (9). 
Under  1700-talet,  aven  kant  som  det  gyllene  seklet  for  Murcia, 
borjade  Blanca  hamta  sig  fran  sin  fdrlust  av  befolkningen,  och  dkade 
fran  700  invanare  ar  1713  till  1  378  ar  1786,  enligt  Census 
Floridablanca.  Den  nuvarande  kyrkan,  dedikerad  till  evangelisten  St. 
John,  ateruppbyggdes  i  slutet  av  1600-talet  och  bdrjan  av  1700-talet 
av  stenhuggarbroderna  Fucas  och  Antonio  de  la  Fastra.  Byggnaden 
fardigstalldes  ar  1717. 

Efter  sjalvstandighetskriget  (1808-1814)  ratificerades  Blancas 
privilegium  av  kung  Ferdinand  VII  ar  1819.  Nio  ar  senare  drabbades 
konungadomet  Murcia  av  en  epidemi  av  gula  febem,  och  Blanca 
utseddes  av  ledningen  for  Murcias  katedral  till  en  tillflyktsort  fran 
sjukdomen.  Enligt  en  gammal  sagen  skonades  Blanca  fran  febern 
tack  vare  St.  Rochs  forbon.  St.  Roch  utseddes  till  Blancas 
beskyddare  nar  invanama  sag  resultatet  av  bans  boner.  Befriad  fran 
Santiagoordems  kontroll  ar  1851,  och  efter  de  revolutionara 
handelserna  och  ateruppbyggnaden  av  monarkin  under  Canovas  del 
Castillo  genom  Alfonso  XII,  motte  Blanca  borjan  pa  ett  nytt 
arhundrade  battre  forberedd  an  nagra  av  de  intilliggande 
kommunerna. 

Ar  1856  arrangerade  invanarna  byggnationen  av  en  ny  bro  over 
floden  Segura.  1869  fardigstalldes  en  landsvag  for  att  forbinda 
staden  med  jarnvagsstationen,  och  1894  installerades  gatubelysning. 
Samma  ar  kollapsade  flera  kullar  i  Blanca  vilket  ledde  till  att  flera 
byggnader  forstordes,  inklusive  ett  alderdomshem  och  ett  harbarge 
for  fattiga.  Resultatet  av  detta  blev  en  fullstandig  forandring  av 
landskapet,  vilket  motiverade  byggnationen  av  nya  hus  och  gator. 
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Under  1900-talet  var  det  politiska  och  sociala  landskapet  ofta 
turbulent,  bade  i  staden  och  i  resten  av  regionen.  Efter  att  ha  utsetts 
till  den  andra  republiken  bdrjade  de  konservativa  partema  grupperas, 
och  den  spanska  konfederationen  for  sjalvstyre  (CEDA)  vann  valet 
ar  1931.  Svaret  fran  vanstern  var  en  omedelbar  utveckling  av 
fackligt  engagemang  och  sociala  organisationer,  vilket  ar  1934  ledde 
till  en  strejk  i  Murcia,  med  valdsamma  demonstrationer  pa  manga 
hall.  Det  angransande  Cieza  var  tvungna  att  forklara  krigstillstand, 
och  i  Alguaza  dog  flera  personer.  Valet  ar  1936,  som  vanns  av  en 
koalition  av  vansterpartier  under  namnet  Den  populara  fronten,  ledde 
ater  till  valdsamma  dispyter  i  regionen.  Detta  gav  forebud  om  den 
inbordeskonflikt  som  upphorde  i  samband  med  att  en  del  av  armen 
okade  den  17  juli  samma  ar.  Precis  som  i  resten  av  landet  under 
dessa  ar  var  detta  en  isolerat  social  kris.  Den  mest  anmarkningsvarda 
medvetenheten  var  reflektioner  over  attackerna  mot  kloster  och 
kyrkor,  som  klostret  La  Milagrosa  och  forsamlingen  i  Blancas  kyrka, 
San  Juan  Evangelista.  Som  ett  resultat  av  det  har  valdet  forlorade 
Blanca  en  ansenlig  del  religios  konst,  sarskilt  religiosa  bilder  (raddad 
fran  samma  attacker  blev  en  av  de  mest  prestigefulla  och 
uppskattade  bilderna,  den  pa  Kristus  bunden  till  en  pelare  i  Salzillo- 
stil,  gjord  av  Sanchez  Tapia). 

Trots  stddet  for  republiken  stod  Murcia  langt  fran  frontlinjema  pa 
grund  av  det  fanns  fa  militara  handlingar,  fdrutom  ett  sporadiskt 
bombande  av  hamnarna  i  Cartagena  och  Aguilas.  I  mars  1939 
ockuperade  nationalistsidans  trupper  staden,  tillsammans  med  resten 
av  regionen.  Ur  en  demografisk  synpunkt  har  1900-talet  varit  en 
stagnerande  tid  for  Blanca.  Ett  sekel  tidigare  hade  staden  6  000 
invanare,  och  samma  siffra  galler  for  2000-talet.  Idag  ar  invandring 
avgorande  for  att  behalla  och  oka  den  siffran.  Detta  ar  inte 
fbrvanande,  for  kommunens  ekonomi  var  i  borjan  av  seklet  beroende 
av  jordbruk,  esparto  (10)  och  forsaljningen  av  timmer,  vilket  gradvis 
fbrsvann  nar  syntetisk  fiber  okade  i  popularitet.  Dessa 
fbrutsattningar,  nedlaggningen  av  fabriker  for  hermetisering,  och 
overgivandet  av  skogsavverkning  tvingade  manga  invanare  att 
emigrera  till  andra  platser.  Endast  jordbruket,  som  for  narvarande  ar 
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dedikerat  till  fiiikt  och  vindruvor,  upplevde  en  markant  lyft  tack  vare 
vattnet  i  floden  Segra.  Blancas  invanare  later  sig  dock  inte  besegras 
av  bakslag,  och  kampar  tillsammans  i  en  anmarkningsvard 
anstrangning  for  att  utveckla  sin  stad. 


Sevardheter 

•  Kyrkan  Evangelisten  St.  John  fran  1700-talet 

•  Det  moriska  slottet  fran  1 100-talet 

•  Pena  Negra  (vulkanisk  svart  sten  pa  vilken  staden  vilar) 

•  Blancas  museum  och  konstcenter  (MUCAB),  internationellt 
arkitektoniskt  landmarke 

•  Pedro  Canos  grand 

•  Cento  Negra,  en  plats  for  forskning  och  samtida  skapelse 
(AADK) 

•  Tolkningscenter  for  vatten  och  ljus 

•  St.  Roch  eremithydda  (i  barockstil) 

•  Det  heliga  Familjekapellet 

•  San  Pedros  eremithydda 

•  Kyrkan  Virgn  del  Pilar 

•  Pariserhjulet  Nunez  Miguelico 

•  Ferris  Wheel  "Nunez  Miguelico" 

•  Hantverksstugan  Center  Negra,  pa  en  utmarkt  plats  vid 
utkanten  av  det  moriska  slottet.  Kurser  i  malning  och  konst  ar 
tillgangliga. 

•  Landsortshuset  La  Favorita 

•  Promenader  langs  floden 


Ekonomi 

•  Industriomradet  San  Roque 

•  Industriomradet  Angel  Prieto  Oliva 
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Festligheter  och  viktiga  evenemang 

Paskfestligheter:  Precis  som  pa  andra  platser  i  regionen  samlas  alia 
religiosa  grupper  (cofradias)  och  brodraskap  vid  fastan,  for  att 
gemensamt  forbereda  gladjefulla  och  passionerade  evenemang  och 
parader.  For  narvarande  firms  atta  religiosa  grupper  i  Blanca,  varav 
de  aldsta  ar: 

•  Det  kungliga  och  mest  beromda  brodraskapet  av  var  fader 
Jesus  fran  Nazareth 

•  Brodraskapet  av  Evangelisten  St.  John 

•  Den  kungliga  forsamlingen  av  de  Jesus  och  Marias  heliga 
hjartan 

•  Brodraskapet  av  Servitas  av  Var  Heliga  Fru  den  Heliga 

Andra  religiosa  grupper,  som  tillkommit  senare,  ar: 

•  Brodraskapet  av  Veronica 

•  Brodraskapet  av  San  Pedro 

•  Brodraskapet  av  Maria  Magdalena  och  det  yngre 
brodraskapet: 

•  Brodraskapet  av  the  Tradgardens  Vanda 

Brodraskapet  av  Tradgardens  Vanda  bar  bilden  av  den  Heliga 
Jungfrun  till  ceremonin  pa  langfredagen  1986,  tre  ar  efter  att 
brodraskapet  bildats.  Den  har  traditionella  bjudningen  av  bilder,  som 
visar  Blancas  invanares  kanslor  kring  att  betala  for  att  bara  den  valda 
bilden  pa  sina  axlar,  ar  vard  att  namna. 

Sommarfestligheter:  I  augusti  firar  Blanca  sommaren  igen,  till 
minne  och  ara  av  sitt  skyddshelgon  St.  Roche.  Har  praglas 
festlighetema  av  det  sota  brodet  (la  mona)  och  tjurama.  I  Blanca  har 
tjurrusningen  den  beromda  statusen  regional!  turistintresse,  och  det 
ar  utan  tvekan  den  mest  firade  dagen  for  alia  invanare  i  Blanca. 
Tjurrusningen  ar  en  gammal  tradition  som  har  uppratthallits  i  over 
350  ar,  och  det  ar  ett  unikt  evenemang  i  Murcia-regionen.  Under 
morgonen  ar  atmosfaren  som  kantar  hela  tjurarnas  rutt  full  av  en 
oandlig  gladje,  i  vilken  dans  och  olika  bands  parader  uppmuntrar  alia 
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att  delta  i  festlighetema,  och  alia  ar  valkomna.  Denna  festlighet 
utspelas  alltid  innan  den  15  augusti.  Livet  och  traditionema  i  staden 
har  beskrivits  utfdrligt  av  en  annan  av  stadens  krdnikdrer,  Angel 
Rios  Martinez  (11-25). 

Vinterfestligheter:  I  juletider  kan  man  i  Blanca  njuta  av  ett  flertal 
storslagna  krubbor.  Bland  dem  kan  besokarna  finna  det  stora  stallet  i 
Betlehem,  placerad  i  Cajamurcias  utstallningsrum,  eller  den  privata 
stora  Betlehemkrubban  pa  Estacion  de  Blanca.  Det  bar  omradet 
ligger  fyra  kilometer  fran  Blanca,  pa  vagen  mot  Jumilla. 

Varfestligheter:  Pa  varen  i  Blanca,  efter  Semanta  Santa,  borjar  en 
vecka  med  festligheter  dedikerade  till  skyddshelgonet  St.  Roche. 
Den  mest  karaktaristiska  av  dessa  festligheter  ar  kroningen  av 
drottningen  och  pilgrimsfarden.  Pilgrimsfarden  syftar  till  att 
aterlamna  kommunens  helgon  fran  kyrkan,  i  mitten  av  staden,  till 
eremithyddan  som  dedikerats  till  helgonet.  Folket  for  helgonet  till 
platsen  dar  ban  togs  emot  med  jubel  och  fyrverkerier. 

Tvillingstader 

•  Anguillara  Sabazia,  Italien 

Ihopparning  ar  en  akt  som  sker  mellan  tva  personer,  tva  kulturer,  dar 
malet  ar  att  fora  samman  seder,  relationer  och  kanslor.  Det  bar  skulle 
kunna  vara  en  definition  av  ihopparning,  “gemellaggio”  pa 
italienska.  Pa  detta  satt  beskrev  Irene  Molina  sitt  intryck  av 
evenemangen  som  anordnades  mellan  Blanca  och  den  italienska 
systerstaden  Anguillara  Sabazia  ar  1999. 

For  tva  ar  sedan  fick  Blanca  en  ide  om  att  para  ihop  sig  med  en 
avlagsen  italiensk  stad  som  lag  cirka  fern  mil  fran  Rom,  Anguillara 
Sabazia.  Den  bar  staden  liknade  Blanca  till  sin  struktur,  klimat, 
behov  av  vatten,  och  det  faktum  att  landskapet  representerades  av  en 
vacker  sjo  i  Anguillara  (Bracciano)  och  floden  (Segura)  i  Blanca. 
Dess  invanare  var  dessutom  enkla,  valkomnande  och  hart  arbetande 
personer.  Det  kanske  starkaste  enande  band  Blanca  hade  med  den 
bar  staden  var  malaren  Pedro  Cano,  som  var  Anguillaras  adopterade 
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son  och  bodde  med  folket  i  over  20  ar.  Pedro  Cano  anlande  en  dag 
till  Anguillara,  och  aven  fast  Blanca  alltid  haft  en  plats  i  bans  hjarta 
fangades  han  sa  starkt  av  den  charm,  landskap,  folket  entusiasm,  och 
ljus  som  tydligt  reflekteras  i  bans  arbete.  1  augusti  1998  borjade 
ihopparningen  av  Anguillara  och  Blanca,  och  ett  flertal 
’’anguilarianer”  anlande  till  Blanca.  Det  var  en  berikande  och 
charmant  upplevelse  som  skapade  starka  band  mellan  de  bada 
stadernas  invanare.  55  av  Blancas  invanare  reste  till  Anguillara  den  4 
maj  1998  till  Italien  for  att  besdka  Anguillara  och  bekrafta 
ihopparningen.  Alla  blev  fdrtjusta  i  Anguillara.  Dess  invanare 
stravade  konstant  efter  att  gora  besoket  sa  bra  som  mojligt.  Alla,  fran 
den  yngsta  till  den  aldsta,  deltog  i  evenemang  som  de  karleksfullt 
hade  forberett:  utstallningen  av  fotografier  fran  bada  kommunema, 
den  klassiska  konserten,  och  batturen  pa  sjon  for  att  beskada  dess 
skonhet.  Det  kanske  mest  rorande  var  tavlingen  i  poesi  och  barns 
teckningar.  Det  var  fantastiskt  att  se  vad  de  visste  om  Blanca, 
berattade  Irene  om  resan. 

Nar  Blancas  invanare  gick  pa  bussen  i  Anguillara  och  sag  framfor 
sig  bur  skylten  om  ihoppaming  ledde  till  att  Blancas  namn  stod  over 
Anguillaras  ropade  en  fran  Blanca  ”se,  vi  ar  i  var  stad  igen!”  Detta 
var  sant.  Dar  i  Anguillara,  mer  an  300  mil  fran  Blanca,  kande  de  sig 
som  hemma.  Pa  grand  av  detta  talade  grappen  for  hela  Blanca  nar  de 
riktade  tacksamma  ord  mot  de  kommunala  myndighetema, 
avdelningen  for  ihoppaming,  och  det  generosa  folket  i  Anguillara. 


©  Svensk  text:  Govert  Westerveld 
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Blanca:  den  sista  och  storsta 
kvarvarande  moriska  staden  i 
Spanien,  ar  1613. 

Blanca  var  ar  1613  den  sista  och  viktigaste  moriska  staden  i  Spanien. 
Alla  morisker  hade  varit  tvungna  att  lamna  landet  ar  1609.  Invanama 
i  Blanca,  en  av  de  sex  stadema  i  Ricotedalen,  kunde  skjuta  upp 
fordrivningen  till  1613,  men  i  slutet  av  detta  ar  kom  det  tragiska 
beskedet  att  moriskerna  i  Ricotedalen  ocksa  var  tvungna  att  lamna 
landet.  Det  beskedet  kom  den  31  december  1613.  Cirka  25  %  av 
Blancas  1  000  invanare  gick  till  fots  till  hamnen  i  Cartagena,  dar 
moriskerna  var  tvungna  att  samlas.  En  liten  del  av  Blancas  1  000 
invanare  hade  flytt  och  begett  sig  till  andra  byar,  eller  till  de  hoga 
bergen  i  Ricotedalen.  Efter  10-15  ar  kom  manga  tillbaka.  Cirka  45  % 
av  Blancas  och  Ricotedalens  fore  detta  invanare  kunde  fortsatta  att 
leva  i  dessa  omraden.  De  har  manniskorna  gifte  sig  sa  smaningom 
med  kristna,  och  idag  ar  Blanca  en  av  de  mest  religiosa  stadema  i 
Murcia-provinsen.  Den  bar  fdmen  visar  det  gamla  moriska  omradet, 
de  sma  krokiga  gatorna  som  ledde  till  slottet,  och  bus  som  ar  flera 
sekler  gamla. 

Blancas  historia  kan  enkelt  beskrivas  som  foljande.  Efter  att  ha 
invaderat  morerna  i  Spanien  ar  711  slog  de  sig  ner  i  Ricotedalen 
samma  arhundrade.  Dar  bildades  sex  stader,  fram  till  ar  1609.  De 
nuvarande  namnen  pa  dessa  stader  ar  Abaran,  Blanca,  Ojos,  Ricote, 
Ulea  och  Villanueva.  Blanca  var  pa  1600-talet  huvudsate  i 
Ricotedalen. 

Den  fbrsta  gangen  Blanca  syntes  i  ett  dokument  var  ar  1281,  nar  den 
vise  kungen  Alfonsos  son  Sancho  erbjod  sin  stad  som  en  gava  till 
Santiagoordern.  Staden  hette  da  Negra,  vilket  oversattes  till  ’’svart”. 
Namnet  pa  den  forsta  borgmastaren,  som  hittats  i  dokument  fran  ar 
1303,  var  Garcia  Bizcarra,  som  var  befalhavare  over  Negras  slott 
under  kriget  mellan  Todmir  (det  gamla  namnet  pa  Murcia-provinsen) 
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och  Valencia.  Det  har  kriget  pagick  mellan  1296  och  1304,  och 
slottet  i  Negra  hade  en  viktig  roll  i  det  hela. 

Den  sista  gangen  som  namnet  Negra  namndes  i  ett  dokument  var  ar 
1315,  och  den  forsta  gangen  namnet  Blanca  dyker  upp  ar,  pa 
hollandska,  ar  1383.  Ingen  vet  nar  namnbytet  agde  rum,  men  ar  2008 
forsokte  jag  bevisa  att  namnet  Blanca  kom  fran  drottning  Blanche  av 
Bourbon,  som  ar  1353  gifte  sig  med  den  spanske  kunden  Peter  den 
grymme. 

Den  har  kungen  lamnade  sin  fru  i  sticket  efter  tre  dagar,  och  levde 
med  sin  alskade  Maria  de  Padilla.  Hans  styvbror  Fadrique,  som  var 
harskare  i  Santiagoordem,  fdrsvarade  drottning  Blanche  av  Bourbon 
i  inbordeskriget.  Ar  1358  gav  Peter  den  grymme  order  att  doda 
Fadrique  i  Sevilla.  De  dodade  ocksa  befalhavaren  i  Ricote,  som 
kampade  tillsammans  med  Fadrique  for  drottningens  rattigheter. 
Mellan  1354  och  1358  bodde  Fadrique  ibland  i  Ricotedalen,  och  det 
verkar  som  att  namnet  Negra  byttes  till  Blanca  for  att  hylla  drottning 
Blanche  av  Bourbon,  som  Santiagoordem  slogs  for  i  flera  ar. 

Ar  1501  konverterade  Blancas  muslimer  till  katolicism,  och  kallades 
nykristna.  Ar  1505  byggdes  Blancas  moske  om  till  en  katolsk  kyrka, 
och  en  officiell  prast  blev  utvald  for  att  lara  de  nykristna  den 
katolska  tron.  Det  gjordes  inte  pa  ratt  satt,  for  ar  1562  fanns  minst  20 
nykristna  fangar  i  Blancas  fangelse.  Tva  av  dem  brandes  levande  i 
samband  med  undersokningar  och  forhor.  De  fiesta  av  de  ovriga  1 8 
fangarna  forlorade  alia  sina  tillhorigheter  som  detaining  for  olika 
undersokningar.  Runt  1565  utsag  den  kyrkan  en  katolsk  prast  fran 
Abaran  for  att  undvika  en  likadan  situation.  Den  har  prasten  kom 
fran  en  muslimsk  familj  och  talade  arabiska.  Ar  1567  stiftade  Philip 
II  en  ny  lag:  fran  och  med  da  fick  Blancas  invanare  inte  tala  arabiska 
langre.  Det  var  forbjudet  att  kla  sig  annorlunda,  och  de  maste  avsta 
fran  muslimska  traditioner  pa  brollop.  Detta  ledde  snart  till  krig 
mellan  moriskerna  fran  Granada  och  Philip  II,  och  minst  60  000 
morisker  dodades.  Den  pafoljande  freden  varade  inte  lange,  for  den  9 
april  1609  (pa  samma  dag  som  Tolvarsffeden  med  Nederlandema 
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signerades  pa  det  kungliga  rMets  initiativ)  bestamdes  ocksa  att  alia 
morisker  maste  lamna  landet.  Massdeporteringen  av  de  dopta 
muslimema  tackte  3  %  av  den  spanska  befolkningen,  fran  250  000 
till  300  000  i  en  befolkning  pa  totalt  8-9  miljoner. 

Varje  konungadome  maste  forsakra  sig  om  att  deportationen 
faststalldes.  Det  borjade  i  Valencia  den  22  augusti  2609,  och  foljdes 
den  29  maj  1610  av  Aragon  och  Castile.  Hela  processen  tog  cirka 
fern  ar,  1609-1614.  Manga  morisker  anlande  till  nya  hamnar  i 
Nordafrika,  Frankrike,  Italien  och  det  ottomanska  riket.  Vissa  sag  det 
som  en  religios  befrielse  och  upplevde  a  ena  sidan  en  gemenskap  i 
de  muslimska  landerna.  A  andra  sidan  hade  de  problem  med  att 
anpassa  sig,  och  hamnade  till  och  med  i  fientliga  situationer. 

Invanarna  i  Ricotedalens  stader  protesterade  intensivt  och  lyckades 
skjuta  upp  sin  deportering  till  1613.  Med  1  000  invanare,  idag  6  000, 
var  Blanca  huvudsatet  i  Ricotedalen.  Aven  fast  de  doptes  fore  ar 
1502  och  darmed  hade  de  nya  kristnas  rattigheter  blev  de  ar  1613 
lagldsa  och  sedda  som  morisker.  Denna  orattvisa  resulterade  i  att 
Madrid  tidigt  i  december  1613  meddelande  att  moriskema  i 
Ricotedalen  ocksa  maste  lamna  landet.  Det  ledde  till  flera  situationer 
dar  Blancas  invanare  grat  och  riktade  sig  till  Murcias  katolske  biskop 
for  att  undvika  deportation.  Trots  den  goda  viljan  hos  Murcias 
katolska  kyrka,  som  ansvarade  for  Ricotedalens  invanare,  skedde 
deportationen.  Anledningen  var,  konstigt  nog,  nationell  sakerhet. 
Den  slutliga  dagen  var  den  13  december  1613.  Cirka  40  %  av 
Ricotedalens  invanare,  inklusive  Blanca,  gick  till  fots  till  hamnen  i 
Cartagena  for  att  bli  ivagskeppade  dar.  Vissa  av  Blancas  1  000 
invanare  hade  dragit  sig  till  andra  byar  eller  till  de  hoga  bergen  for 
att  undvika  deportering.  Deporteringen  skedde  i  januari  ar  1614. 
Under  tre  veckor,  nar  Blancas  invanare  och  deras  bam  var  i 
Cartagena,  lyckades  olika  aldre  gifta  bort  sina  dottrar  med  kristna  for 
att  undvika  deportering.  Det  ar  anledningen  till  att  vi  kan  se  cirka  20 
aktenskap  mellan  dottrar  till  Blancas  nykristna  och  manliga  kristna 
fran  andra  omraden.  Bara  kvinnorna  ville  gifta  sig  pa  det  sattet.  Jag 
har  inte  kunnat  hitta  aktenskap  mellan  manliga  nykristna  och  kristna 
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kvinnor.  Det  lag  inte  riktigt  i  naturen  hos  de  tidigare  morema  fran 
Blanca,  av  vilka  vissa  till  och  med  haft  tva  eller  tre  moriska  kvinnor 
innan  ar  1580. 

Tack  vare  arkiv  over  dop  och  aktenskap  fran  1600-  och  1700-talet 
kunde  jag  se  att  manga  av  Blancas  nykristna  kom  tillbaka  efter  10-15 
ar.  Sa  smaningom  kunde  45  %  av  Blancas  och  Ricotedalens  fore 
detta  befolkning  fortsatta  bo  i  sina  omraden.  Det  faktum  att  Blanca 
fortfarande  har  alia  register  over  dop,  aktenskap  och  dodscertifikat 
kan  anses  vara  nagot  unikt.  Pa  grund  av  det  spanska  inbordeskriget 
(1936-1939)  har  manga  arkiv  forstorts  eller  brants  upp. 

Med  tiden  blandades  den  fore  detta  moriska  befolkningen  med  de 
kristna. 

Mot  berget  ser  vi  tva  stora  pelare  som  var  en  ingang  till  det  moriska 
slottet.  Vi  ser  att  det  inte  var  latt  att  komma  in  genom  den  ingangen, 
som  var  nodvandig  for  att  skydda  slottet  mot  potentiella  fiender.  Om 
vi  ser  efter  noga  ser  vi  tva  gamla  stigar  pa  berget,  vilka  anvandes  av 
morerna  for  att  ga  uppat.  Det  farms  inget  vatten  i  slottet,  sa  de  var 
tvungna  att  bara  vatten  fran  floden  till  slottet.  Slottet  byggdes  pa  en 
strategisk  punkt  for  att  sa  bra  som  mojligt  skydda  det  mot  inkraktare. 
Nara  slottet  ser  vi  en  vaktpost  som  fanns  dar  innan  slottet  byggdes, 
formodligen  fran  900-talet.  Blancas  slott  boll  kontakt  med  slotten  i 
Cieza,  Ojos  och  Ricote  med  hjalp  av  roksignaler. 

Det  moriska  slottet  dateras  till  1100-talet  och  byggdes  formodligen 
under  Muhammad  ibn  Mardanis  -aven  kallad  kung  Varg-  regim. 
Han  levde  ar  1124-1172.  I  det  bar  gamla  omradet,  som  syns  i  film, 
utgor  Blanca  en  unik  attraktion  i  Murcia-provinsen.  Ingenstans  i 
Murcia-provinsen  firms  ett  liknande  gammalt  moriskt  omrade.  I 
forgrunden  ser  vi  ett  fore  detta  sparmmalsforrad  i  byn  Darrax, 
mittemellan  Abaran  och  Blanca.  Det  ar  det  enda  kanda  moriska 
sparmmalsforradet  i  Spanien.  Pa  toppen  av  berget  delades  det  bar 
rektangulara  sparmmalsforradet  upp  i  flera  omraden  dar  sparmmal 
lagrades.  Forradet  hade  en  vakt  eftersom  det  var  en  helig  plats,  och 
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fiender  fick  inte  intrada  dar.  Vi  sag  samma  fenomen  i  Blancas 
katolska  kyrka  pa  1500-talet.  Om  nagon  kom  i  klammer  med 
rattvisan  sprang  han  fort  in  i  kyrkan,  och  soldatema  kunde  inte  ta 
nagon  dar  eftersom  det  var  en  helg  plats. 

Idag  ar  Blanca  en  av  de  mest  religiosa  staderna  i  Murcia-provinsen. 
Slutligen  ser  vi  ’’Virgen  Blanca”  (den  vita  jungfrun)  pa  en  vacker 
utsiktsplats,  med  en  magnifik  utsikt  over  hela  regionen. 

©  Svensk  text:  Govert  Westerveld 
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RUSSIAN 
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EjiaHKa  (MypcHH) 

EjiaHKa  —  MyHHii,HnajiHTeT  b  HcnannH,  pacnojioaccHHbiH  b  panoHC 
Bera-AiibTa-;i:ejib-Cerypa  b  npoBHHpHH  Mypcna.  Oh  npHHaAJieacHX 
K  oAHOMy  H3  mecTH  MyHHipinajTHTeTOB  PHKoxe,  Hapa^y  c 

ASapan,  Oxoc,  PHKoxe,  Yiiaa  h  BHjiaHy3Ba-;i:e-Cerypa.  Ha  ceBepe 
EjiaHKa  xpaHHHHx  c  MyHHipinajiHxexoM  AGapan,  na  lore  —  c  Yjiaa  h 
Oxoc,  Ha  BOCXOKC  —  c  MyHHH,HnajiHxexaMH  MojiHHa-j],e-Cerypa  h 
Oopxyna,  a  na  sana^e  —  c  MyHHH,HnajiHxexoM  Phkoxc.  EjiaHKa 
saHHMaex  xeppHxopnio  b  87.7  kb.m.,  cpe^Haa  Bticoxa  hba  ypoBHCM 
Mopa  —  233  M.,  a  naceacHHe  cocxaBaaex  6,489  HcaoBCK  (  no 
.i^aHHbiM  HapHonajibHoro  HncxHxyxa  CxaxHCXHKH  3a  201 1  ro^. 

TpaHCnOpTHbie  KOMMyHHKai^HH 

PaaBHoe  .AopoacHoe  cooGmenne  OKoao  EaaHKH  -  aBxocxpa.n:a  A-30 
(AatGanexe,  MypcHa).  A-33  Mcac^y  Oyanxe-aa-Hrepa  h  Eaanxa  b 
Hacxoaipee  BpeMa  noxa  xoabKO  cxpOHXca.  3xa  aBxocxpa.i],a  yaynninx 
CBa3b  c  BaacHCHCH. 

H3  MypCHH  flo  EaaHKH  MoacHO  floGpaxbca  no  aBxocipaflc  A-30, 
BbixoA  111  aceae3Ho.n:opoacHOH  cxanpHH  EaaHKa-FCC,  h3  MaApH^a 
nepea  Bbixo.n:  1 10  aBxocxpa.n:bi  A-30  hjih  ho  xaaBHOH  ^opore  N-301. 
Ha  BaacHCHH  MoacHo  Aoexaxb  ao  EaaHKH  nepea  nepcKpecxoK 
Gy/lymeH  aBxocxpa/ibi  A-33  c  aBxocxpa.n:oH  A-30  nan  no  raaBHoii 
.Aopore  N-344. 


HCXOPHH 

BepHCMca  b  ro.n:  713  ,  Kor^a  apaGcKHc  aaBocBaxean  oxnpaBHaHCb  na 
noHCKH  aioACH  B  ropoA  EaaHKa.  HepBbiM  cBH^exeabcxBOM 
aBjiaioxca  paaBaaHHbi  aaiviKa,  .Aaxnpyiomeroca  /iBCHaOTaxbiM 
BCKOM.  B  XpHHaAPaXOM  BCKC  3X0  MCCXO  GbiaO  HaBCCXHO  HOA 
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HasBaHHCM  Harpa,  ohobhaho  H3-3a  ropbi  uepHoro  itBCxa  okojio 
3aMKa  H  peHTpa  cocpe^toxoueHHa  HaceneHHa.  3xox  3aMOK  Sbib 
nocxpocH  Mcacfly  1155  h  1171  nepBtiM  KopojiCM  MypcHH, 
MyxaMMe^toM  h6h  Map^taHHcoM,  HXBecxHbiM  kbk  Koponb  Bobk.  Ho 
HCXOpHUeCKHM  /taHHbIM,  HaCXb  MaBpHXaHCKOH  ,I],OJIHHbI  PHKOXe 
6bijia  ocHOBana  b  1228  roAy,  bo  BpeMa  BoccxaHua  npoxHB 
ajibMoxa^oB,  BOBFjiaBjieHHoro  H6h  Xy^oM.  OAnaKo  nocjie  ero 
CMepxH,  ^tecaxb  nex  cnycxa,  b  KoponeBCXBe  Mypcna  cxajiH 
rocno^cxBOBaxb  anapxna  h  6e33aKOHHe  ,  cxaB  npHunnoH 
AjibKapaccKoro  ^oroBopa  c  KacxHJiHeii  b  1243  ro^,  KOxopwH 
xpeSoBaji  no^tHHHCHHa  Kopone  xax  npoxeKxopaxy  h  yBaaceniia  k 
MycynbMaHCKHM  xpa/tHLtHaM. 

VxBepacAeHHe  Ajib4)OHco  X  na  KacxHjibCKOM  xpone  h  HapyineHHe 
HCKoxopbix  nojioaceHHH  ^oroBopa,  BbiBBajio  BoccxaHHe  My^exapoB 
Meac^y  1264  h  1266  ro^aMH.  nocjie  noAaBjieHHa  BoccxaHua, 

AjIb4)OHCO  X  B3ajT  HaCeHeHHe  ,I],OJIHHbI  PhROXC  no^t  lOpHC^tHKItHIO 
ropo^a  MypcHa,  xaKHM  o6pa30M  npHcoe^HHHB  ee  k  ropo^y.  Co 
CMcpxbK)  OepnaHBO  Jia  Cep^w,  cxapmero  cwna  h  nacjie^HHKa 
KacxHBbCKoro  npecxona,  Hauajiacb  6opb6a  3a  xpoH  KacxHjiHH. 
Bopb6a  6bijia  Meac^y  cbmoBbaMH  Oepnan^to,  HH4)aHxaMH  tia 
Cep^a,  H  ero  mjieu,  cmhom  Aiib4)OHco  X,  HH4)aHxa  Aona  CaHuo.  B 
^OKyMCHxe,  flaxHpOBaHHOM  25  Mapxa  1281  ro^a,  Canuo  IV  o6emaex 
B03HarpaflHXb  Opflcn  Canxbaro,  acepxBya  eMy  ^ojinny  Phkoxc, 
BKjiioHaa  Harpa  (BnaHKa),  ecuH  oh  noMoacex  eMy  b  6opb6e  3a 
KopoHy.  19  HoaGpa  1285  roAa,B  CeBHjibe,  GyAynn 
npoBoarjiameHHbiM  KopojieM,  Canuo  IV  hchojthhjt  cboc 
oGaaaxeubcxBo,  abb  OpAeny  Canxbaro  /l,ojTHHy  Phkoxc,  ee  paiioHbi, 
^tepeBHH,  3a  npeAocxaBjieHHyio  noAAepacKy  (1). 

B  ,I],ojiHHe  Phkoxc  MHp  AJiHjica  He  ^toiiro,  xaK  KaK  AparoHCKHH 
ilKOB  II  Bxoprca  b  KopojiCBCXBO  Mypcna  b  b  1296  ro^y,  AaGbi 
B03HarpaAHXb  ce6a  3a  noMomb  ^tpyroH  cxopone,  x.e.  HH4)aHxaM  ;i;e 
Ba  Cep^ta,  b  6opb6e  3a  npecxoB.  Bo  BpeMa  oKKynapHH,  Harpa  h  ee 
3aMOK  6biBH  oxAaHbi  coBexHHKy  BepnapAO  Cappna,  xoxa 
KOMaH^tyiontHH  Phkoxc  yxEepac^aB,  hxo  nepe^taB  hx  ,I],»coHy 
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Ocopecy  19  ceHxaGpa  1303  ro^a.  B  nocjiCOTHH  pas  Hsrpa 
ynoMHHaexca  b  AOKyMeHxe  sa  1315  ro;i:.  HsMenenHe  hmchh  Hsrpa 
Ha  BjiaHKa,  BCpoaxHO,  hmcho  mccxo  Mcac^y  1353  h  1362  xo^aMH, 
nOA  BJIHaHHCM  /l,OHHI>I  BjiaHKH  AC  BopGoH,  KopOJieBBI  KaCXHUHH, 
OpomeHHOH  KopojieM  ne^po  I  h  nonaBmeii  hoa  sanjHxy  Oa^pHRe, 
Bjia^iiejiBpa  Op;i:eHa  CaHxtaro,  h  Canuo  CaHHeca  ;i:e  Mockoco, 
KOMaH;];yK)m;ero  Phroxc  (2). 

B  1382  BjiaHKa  BnepBbie  noaBHJiacb  no^  nasBaHHCM  BjiaHKa. 
CoBCXHHK  KopojiCBCXBa  MypCHfl,  MapxHH  Ajiohco  fle 
BajibAHBteco,  noxpeOoBan  cboSo^bi  ajm  Maapa  hs  BjiaHKH,  Koxoptiii 
6biji  saxBaueH  no  xpeGoBanHio  eapea  hs  3jii>He.  (3). 

Hecnpaae^iTiHBbie  coObixna  ne  mofjih  ocxanoBHXB  necxaGHjiBHyio 
BoeHHyio  cHxyapHK)  b  cepe^^nne  naxHaOTaxoro  BCRa.  3xo 
sacxaBHHO  aK);i:eH  BaaHKH  OpocHxt  cboh  ^OMa  h  h^xh  c  BoiicKaMH 
Kopoaa  rpana^^bi  nocae  naOera  b  KopoaeBcxBo  MypcHa.  Ilocae  , 
sanpocHB  HajioroBBie  atroxti,  hioah  BaanKH  cxajiH  Bosapanjaxtca. 
Ilocae  KpoBaBoro  pasrpaGaenna  Hesa  (Cieza)  b  1477  ro^, 
onycxoniHBmero  noceaRH  ,  acHxean  BaaHRH  cHOBa  noRHHyaH  cbok) 
;i:epeBHK).  Ohh  BepnyaHCB  CHOBa  b  1492  ro;i:y,  nocae  saaoeBaHHa 
KopoaeBcxBa  rpaHa^bi.  rocno/icxBo  Op;i:eHa  CaHXbaro  na^ 
BaaHROH  H  ocxaabHOH  nacxbK)  ^oannw  Phroxc  npo^Hxca 
^CBaxHaOTaxoro  BCRa.  ^a6bi  yBcaHHHXb  nao^oxBopnocxb  cbohx 
seMeab  b  nepBbie  ro;i:bi  cBoero  rocno;i:cxBa,  Op;i:eH  y6e;i:Ha 
MycyabMaH  BaaHRH  nepeiixH  b  xpHcxHancRyio  aepy  nepe^i:  hobbim 
saROHOM  B  1501  roAy.  Hx  xenepb  nasbiBaan  hobbimh  xpHcxHanaMH. 
MycyabMane,  npHnaaniHe  xpHcxHancxBo  nocae  hobofo  saRona 
1501  Fo^a,  ObiaH  nasBanbi  MaBpaMH.  B  1507  Fo^y,  RaxoanaecRHe 
MOHapxH  cxaaH  cxpoHXb  pepRBH  Ha  Mecxe  cxapwx  Menexen  (4). 

C  npHHaxneM  xpHcxnaHcxBa,  MycyabMancRoe  naceaenne  na^^eaaocb 
HsGaBHXbca  ox  4)HHaHC0B0F0  AasaeHHa,  RoxopoMy  ohh 
HOABepxaaHCb  nocxoaHHo.  O^^huro,  RaRoxo  6biao  hx 
pasoaapoBaHHe,  Rox^a  ohh  nonaan,  hxo  ^eao  6biao  bobcc  ho  b 
3XOM.  3x0  H  BbisBaao  acecxoRoe  Boccxanne  MaBpnxancRoro 
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HacejiCHHfl  no  Been  ^ojinne  b  1517  ro^y.  3to  Boeexanne  6bmo 
noAaBjieHO  n  penpecenpoBano  roA  enyexa. 

B  xenenne  meexHaOTaxoro  BCKa  Haceaenne  BaanKH  snaunxeabHo 
yBeanuHaocb.  Onannn  II,  noexoanno  ncntixtiBaa  ne^tocxaxoK  b 
epe^texBax  ns-sa  bohh,  npH^yMaa  noByio  cxpaxernio  no  noayneHHK) 
^tener:  cos^tanne  MyHHitnnajinxexoB. 


B  pesyabxaxe,  10  anryexa  1591  ro^a,  BaanKa  noaynnaa  ox 
Onannna  II  npaBO  na  MyHHn,HnaaHxex  sa  2,400  ^yKaxoB. 
noexanoBaenneM  Onanna  III  b  1613  ro^y,  nsrHanne  h3  ^oannw 
Phkoxc  HOBbix  xpHCXHan,  BHCsanno  nepeHMenoBannbix  b  MOpncKOB, 
oexaBHao  scMan  BaanKH  b  pynnax.  Ho  npHunne  Bbinyac^ennoro 
MaccoBoro  OerexBa  acnxeaen,  na  xeppnxopnn  BaanKH  ocxaaocb 
Bcero  300  ncaoBCK  (5).  O^naKO,  10  nan  15  aex  enyexa,  45%  ero 
acHxeaen  Bepnyancb  na  cboh  scMan  (6).  Mnreab  CepBanxec 
CaaBe^tpa  no^poOno  onncaa  MaBpnxaHCKyio  floanny  PnKoxe,  BsaB 
sa  nepcoHaac  Mopnexa  Pnxoxe  (7).  Mnorne  aBxopbi  cnnxaan,  axo 
MOpHCK  3XOX  npnObia  h3  3cKHBHac  nan  AabOaaexe,  no  PoBCpx 
BecxepBcaba,  o^nn  h3  Asyx  aoxonnepeB  ropopa,  poKaxaa,  axo 
MOpHCK  Phkoxc  npnObia  h3  ^oanHbi  Phkoxc  (8),  xax  n 
nopxBcpacpcHO  b  2010  ropy  npotjtcccopoM  OpanaccKO  MapKccoM 
BnaanyaBOH  (9).  BoxBpantaacb  b  SoaoxoH  (18-h)  bck  b  Mypcnio, 
Korpa,  coraacHo  ncpcnncH  OaopHpaOaaHKH,  naccacHHc  BaanKH 
cxaao  pacxH,  ox  700  acHxcacii  b  1713  ropy  po  1378  acHxcacii  b  1786 
ropy.  II,cpKOBb  CBaxoro  Hoanna  EBanrcaHcxa  6biaa  BoeexanoBaena 
b  KOHpc  ccMHappaxoro  h  naaaac  BoccMHappaxoro  bckob  pexaHKaMH 
HO  KaMHK),  OpaxbaMH  JlyKacoM  h  Ahxohho  pc  aa  Jlacxpoii.  SpaHHc 
6biao  xaKOHacHo  b  1717  ropy. 

Ilocac  BOHHbi  3a  HcxaBHCHMocxH  (1808-1814),  npHBHacxHa  BaanKH 
6biaa  paxH(|)HH:HpoBaHa  KopoacM  OeppHHanpoM  VII  b  1819  ropy. 
,I],CBaxb  acx  enyexa,  KopoacBCXBO  MypcHH  6biao  nopaaccHO 
aHHACMHCH  aceaxoH  aHxopapKH  h  raana  Co6opa  MypcHH  nxGpaa 
BaaHKy  yGcacHutcM  ox  Soacann,  h  xacxynHHaccxBo  Cb.  Poxa 
cnacao  Baanxy.  Cb.  Poxa  naxBaaH  xantHXHHKOM  BaanKH, 
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BHCMJiiomHM  MOJit6aM  acHTejiCH.  OcBo6oacfleHHaa  OpflenoM 
CaHTtaro  b  1851  ro^y  h  nocjie  peBoniopHOHHBix  coGtiTHaii  h 
BOCcxaHOBJiCHHa  MonapxHH  Ahtohho  KanoBaca  ^ejit  KacxHJito, 
BjiaHKa  cxoaa  na  hobofo  cxojiexHa  Gojiee  noAroxoBjieHHaa,  hcm 
HCKoxoptie  SjiHSJleacamHe  MyHHipinajTHxexBi.  B  1856  ro^y  acHxejiH 
nocxpoHjiH  HOBBiH  Mocx  Hcpes  pcKy  Cerypa.  B  1869  ro^y  Gtijia 
saKOHuena  ceatcKaa  ;i:opora,  coe^HHaiomaa  ropo^i:  c 
»cejie3Ho;i:opoacHOH  cxanpHeH.  B  1894  ro;i:y  Stiao  ycxaHOBneno 
yjiHHHoe  ocBeipcHHe.  Ho  b  1894  ro^y  BjianKa  nocxpa^ajia  ox 
HCCKOJibKHX  onojiSHCH,  paBpyniHBniHX  HCKOxopBie  s^aHHa,  BKJiiOHaa 
SouBHHpy  H  npHiox  AJia  GeAHtix.  PeayntxaxoM  cxajio  nojiHoe 
HSMeHCHHe  jiaH;];ma4)xa,  Koxopoe  nocnocoScxBOBaao  cxpoHxeubcxBy 
HOBBIX  SflaHHH  H  yjIHU,.  B  XCHCHHC  ABaflUaXOFO  BCKa  B  FOpOfle  H 
ocxajiBHOH  HacxH  oGjiacxH,  peFyjiapno  HMenH  mccxo  GypHtie 
nojiHXHuecKHe  h  coipiajibHBie  ASHaceHHa.  HpoBosFjiacHB  ce6a 
BxopoH  HcnancKOH  PecnySaHKOH  na  stiGopax  1931  Fo^a 
KOHcepBaxHBHBie  napxHH,  CFpynnHpoBaBinHct  b  HcnaHCKyio 
KoH4)e;i:epai]:HK)  Abxohomhbix  HpasBix  ,  oAepacajiH  noGe^y.  JlesBie 

napXHH  OXBCXHJIH  paSBHXHCM  np0(|)C0I030B  H  oGmeCXBCHHblX 
opFaHH3ai]:HH,  Koxoptie,  B  1934  Fo^y,  oGbasHaH  BceoGipyio 
3a6acxoBKy  c  ^^eMOHcxpapnaMH  bo  mhofhx  paiioHax  MypcHH. 
Coce/lHaa  Cteca  ;i:oa»cHa  Gbiaa  o6x>aBHXb  cocxoanHe  bohhbi  h  b 
AjibFBacac  Gbuio  hcckojibko  CMcpxejibHbix  cjiyuaeB.  HoGc^hb  na 
BbiGopax  1936  FO^a,  KoannpHa  jicbbix  napxHH  "Hapo^Hbra  (|)pOHx" 
B03BpaxHaacb,  hxoGbi  Bbi3Baxb  cnabHbie  Hapo;i:Hbie  ASHaceHHa 
BCK);]:y  no  oGaacxn.  3xo  cxajio  nanaaoM  Fpaac;i;aHCKOFo  KOH(|)aHKxa, 
KoxopbiH  3aKOHHHaca  GynxoM  nacxn  apivinn,  17  nioaa  xofo  ace  Fo^a. 
B  xenenne  axnx  aex,  nonxn  Bca  cxpana  ncnbixbiBajia  ocxpbin 
noanxHHecKHH  n  copHajibHbiH  Rpnanc.  HMean  mccxo  nanaAenna  na 
Monacxbipn  n  pepRsn,  xaicne  xax  acencicHH  Monacxbipb  "JIa 
Mnnaxpoc"  n  oxpyx  pepKBH  Can-Xyana  EBanxeancxa.  B  peayabxaxe 
BaaHKa  noxepaaa  cymecxaennoe  KoannecxBo  npe^^MexoB 
HCKyccxBa,  ocoGenno  hkoh  (cpe^^n  hhx  oaho  h3  caMbix  pennbix 
H3oGpaaceHHH  Xpncxa,  npHBaaaHHoxo  k  Koaonne  cxHjia  Cajibcnabo 
,  paGoxa  nepa  Canneca  XannH ). 
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Ey^yuH  Ha  cxopone  pecny6jiHKH,  oEjiacxb  MypcHH  ocxaiiacb 
B^aiieKe  ox  hhhhh  4)poHxa,  xaK  KaK  BoeHHbie  ^eiicxBHa  cboahjihcb  k 
HcperyjiflpHbiM  6oM6eacKaM  nopxoB  Kapxaxenbi  h  AxHJiaca.  B  Mapxe 
1939  roAa,  BoiicKa  HapHOHajibHoii  cxopoHbi  aanajiH  ropoA  napa^y  c 
ocxajibHOH  uacxbK)  oGjiacxH.  C  AeMorpa(|)HHecKOH  xohkh  apeHua 
ABaOTSTbiH  BCK  6bia  BpeMCHeM  aacxoa  ^tia  BaaHKH.  Bckom  panee  b 
ropo^te  6biao  6,000  acuxeaeii  h  hhcho  ocxaexca  HensMeHHbiM  h  b 
/tBaOTSTb  nepBOM  bckc.  CeroAHa  OMMurpapHa  ohchb  BaacHa  Atia 
EjiaHKH,  flaObi  noflflcpacaxb  h  yBCJiHHHXb  3xo  hhcjio.  3xo  hc 
y^HBHxeabHO,  xaK  KaK  OKOHOMHKa  MyHHitHnajiHxexa  b  Hauajic  bckb 
6biaa  ocHOBana  na  ceabCKOM  xosancxBe,  acnapxo  (10)  h  npo^taace 
^tpeBecHHbi,  Koxopaa  nocxenenno  Hcuesajia  c  noaBaenneM 
CHHXeXHHCCKHX  BOHOKOH.  HoBajibHoe  aaKpbixHC  oxpacacH 
npoMbimacHHocxH  BbmyAHao  mccxhbix  acHxeaeii  Menaxb  Mecxo 
acHxeabcxBa.  ToabKo  ceabCKoe  xoaaiicxBo,  b  Hacxoantee  BpeMa 
nocBanteHHoe  (jtpyKxaM  h  BHHorpaAy,  pasBHaocb  6aaro/tapa  Bo^taM 
Taxo-Cerypbi.  Ho  BcexaKH  acuxeau  EaaHKH  He  c^aioxca  , 
npoAoaacaa  Gopoxbca  h  npHaaraxb  Bce  ycnana  ^aa  pasBHxna 
CBoero  ropo^a. 

^ocxonpHMenaxeabHOCXH 

•  IJ,epKOBb  CBaxoro  Hoanna  EfianreaHCxa  -  18-h  bck 

•  MaBpHxaHCKHH  3aMOK  -  12-h  bck 

•  Harpa  (ByaKaHHuecKaa  aepnaa  ropa,Ha  Koxopoil  h  cxohx 
ropo^t) 

•  Myseil  h  Apx-penxp  EaaHKH  (MUCAB)  MeacAyHapoAHbiii 
naMaxHHK  apxHxeKxypbi 

•  OoHA  He^tpo  Kano 

•  H,eHxpo  Harpa,  coBpeMeHHbiH  HayuHo-Hccae^toBaxeabCKHH 
peHxp  (AADK) 

•  H,eHxp  HHxepnpexapHH  Boabi  h  Cnexa 

•  SpMHxaac  CBaxoro  Poxa  (EapoKKo) 

•  HacoBHa  cBaxoro  ceMeftcxBa 

•  SpMHxaac  Can  He^tpo 
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•  Ll,epKOBb  'BHpren  ^ejit  riHJiap' 

•  Koneco  oSospeHHa  'Hynec  MHrenHKo 

•  MacxepcKafl  'Ll,eHTp  Harpa'.  B  KpacHBOM  Mccxe  na  OKpaHne 
MaBpHxancKoro  saiviKa;  HMeioxca  Kypcbi  acHBonncH  h 
HCKyccxBa 

•  flepeBencKHH  ;i;omhk  'JIa  OaBopnxa' 

•  IIporyjioHHbie  AopoxH  baojtb  peicH 


3KOHOMHKa 

•  npoMBimjieHHaa  30Ha  'Can  Pokc' 

•  ripoMbimiieHHaa  30Ha  "Angel  Prieto  Oliva" 

IIpaxAHecTBa  h  Ba»(Hbie  co6biTHH 

IlacxajibHbie  npasanecTBa:  KaK  h  b  ^pyrnx  Mecxax  b  pexHone,  k 
npnxoAy  BeiiHKoro  nocxa  ,  see  penHXHoaHbie  rpynnbi  (cofradias)  h 
dpaxcxBa,  aaBepmaiox  npe^npaa^HHHHbie  npHroxoBnenna  k 
;i;eHcxBaM  h  napa^aivi,  nojiHbix  ntuia  h  cxpacxH.  B  Hacxoamee  BpeMa 
B  BjiaHKe  cymecxByex  BoceMb  penHXHoaHbix  rpynn,  caMbie  cxapbie 
H3  Koxopbix: 

•  CaMoe  npocjiaBJieHHoe  BpaxcxBO  Oxpa  Hamero  Hncyca  h3 
Haaapexa; 

•  BpaxcxBo  Cb.  HoaHHa  EBaHreiiHcxa; 

•  PennrHOBHoe  BpaxcxBo  CBameHHbix  CepAep  Hncyca  h 
MapHH; 

•  BpaxcxBo  Servitas  Hameii  BoroMaxepn  /l,eBbi  CxopSH 

flpyxHe  penHFHOBHbie  rpynnbi  Gojiee  noa^Hero  nepno^a: 

•  BpaxcxBo  BepoHHKH; 

•  BpaxcxBo  Can  ne^po; 

•  BpaxcxBo  Cb.  Mapnn  Mar.n;ajieHbi; 

H  caMoe  MOJio.n:oe  dpaxcxBo: 

•  BpaxcxBo  Monenna  o  Hame. 
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EpaxcTBO  MojiCHHfl  o  Hame  hccjio  H3o6paaceHHe  ^CBbi  Ckop6h  na 
npopeccHH  BenHKOH  naxHHitBi  b  1986  roAy,  xpu  ro^a  cnycxa  nocjie 
CBoero  BOSHHKHOBCHHa.  CxoHX  ynoManyxB  3xo  xpa^HitHOHnoe 
UlecxBHe  c  JiHKaMH  CBaxbix,  Koxopoe  noKasbiBaex  Bce  uyBcxBa  h 
aMoitHH  acHxejieii  BjiaHKH. 

JlexHHe  npasanecTBa:  B  aarycxe  BaanKa  npas^tnyex  cboh  aexnne 
npas^tnecxBa  b  uecxb  cBoero  sacxynnHKa  CBaxoro  Poxa.  S^tecb 
o6cxaHOBKa  MCHflcxca  na  caa^KHii  xae6  (la  mona)  h  Gbikob.  IlporoH 
6biKOB  npHBacKaex  b  Baanxy  mhofo  xypHCxoB,  h  3xo  ,  hccomhchho, 
caMbiH  SoabinoH  npaa^KHK  Bcex  acHxeaeii  BaaHKH.  IIporoH 
SbiKOB  -  oHCHb  cxapaa  xpa/tHpHa,  cymecxByiomaa  6oaee  xpexcox 
naxHflecflXH  aex  h  flCHCXBHxeabHO  yHHKajibHoe  co6bixHe  b  o6aacxH 
MypcHH.  B  axMoc(|)epe  SesrpaHHUHoil  pa^ocxH,  npeoSaa^aiomeH 
BAoab  Bcero  Mapmpyxa  GeryipHx  6biKOB,xaHiteB  h  napa^a  rpynn, 
noompaioxca  see,  kxo  npHcocAHHaexca  k  npaa^tneexBaM,  h  xaM 
BceM  pa^bi.  3xox  npas^tHHK  scer^ta  npoBOAHxca  ao  15  aaryexa. 
!3<ji3Hb  H  xpa^HitHH  ropoAa  xopomo  onHcanbi  eipe  o;i:hhm 
aexonHCiteM  flepcBHH,  AnxeacM  Phocom  MapxHHCCOM  (11-25). 

3HMHHe  npasanecTBa:  BaanKa  na  PoacAecxBo  -  apeivia,  Kor^a 
MoacHo  Hacaaac^axbca  bh^om  paaaHUHbix  MOHyMenxaabHbix  xh>khh. 
Cpe.i],H  HHX  nocexHxean  Moryx  aHiteapexb  MOHyMCHxaabHbiH 
BntjtaeeMCKHH  xaea,  pacnoaoaceHHbiii  b  flCMOHCxpaitHOHHOM  3aae 
Cajamurcia  aim  aacxHbiii  MOHyMeHxaabHbiii  BH4)aeeMCKHH  xaea, 
HaxoAantHHca  b  Meexe,  nasbiBaeMOM  "Estacion  de  Blanca".  3xox 
pailoH  BaaHKH  pacnoaoaccH  b  4  KHaoMcxpax  ox  nee  no  Aopore  k 
XyMHaae. 

BeceHHHe  HpasanecTBa:  Baanxa  secnon  -  nocae  Cxpacxnon 
He.n:ean  nannnaexca  ne.n:eaa  npa3.n:necxB,  nocBautennbix 
noKpoBHxeaio  CsaxoMy  Poxy.  CaMbiMn  xapaKxepnbiivin  anaaioxca 
Koponapna  KopoacBbi  n  naaoMnnnecxBa.  naaoMnnnecxBO 
B03Bpautaex  noKponnxeaa  Mynnitnnaanxexa  h3  pepRsn, 
pacnoaoacennoH  b  penxpe  ropo^a,  b  ero  coGcxaennyio  xnaenny 
oxmeabnHKa,  nocBautennyio  3XOMy  noKpoBHxeaio.  JIioah  npnnecyx 
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noKpOBHxejia  k  Mccxy,  r^e  oh  6biJi  npHHax  c  JiHKOBaHHCM  h 
CHXHaUBHBIMH  paKOXaMH. 

Fopo^a  Sjihxhcum 

AHXHjiapa  CaSapna,  Hxajina 

06x>e;i:HHeHHe  —  axo  ;i:eHcxBHe,  cjiyuaiomeeca  Meac;]:y  ^^ByMa 
jiK);i:bMH,  AByMa  KyjTBxypaMH  -  c  penbio  oSecneueHHa, 

npHcoe^^HHCHHa  k  oGtinaaM,  oxHomeHHaM,  HyBCXBaM...."  3xo  mofjio 
6bi  cxaxb  onpe^ejiCHHCM  oGbCOTHCHHa  -  "gemellaggio"  no 
HxajibaHCKH.  B  oxhx  cxpoKax,  b  1999  ro^y,  Hpen  Mojinna 
noAenHjiacb  cbohmh  BnenaxjieHHaMH  ox  coSbixhh,  npoHsomeAniHX 
Meac^y  BjiaHKoii  h  ee  HxajibancKOH  cecxpoii  -  ropo;i:oM  AnxMaapa 
CaGapna. 

Jifia  ropa  nasap  y  BaanicH  noaBHaacb  Hpea  coepHHHXbca  c  ropopoM 
AnrHaapa  CaSapna,  pacnoaoaceHHbiM  npHGaHSHxeabHo  b  xpHppaxH 
MHaax  ox  Phmb  .  3xox  ropop  6bia  cxoac  c  BaanKoii  no  cxpyxxype, 
KanMaxy,  Baacnocxn  Bopbi  n  nensaacaMH,  npepcxaBaennbiMH 
KpacHBbiM  oaepoM  b  Anrnaape  (BpaHnnano)  n  pexon  (Cerypa)  b 
MynnpnnaaHxexe  Baamcn,  a  xaicace  acnxeaaMH  -  npocxbiMn, 
rocxenpHHMHbiMH  H  xpypoaioGnBbiMH  aiopbMH.  BosMoacno, 
xaaBHOH  npHHHHOH  axoro  coiosa  cxaa  aioGnMbiH  cbin  Baamcn, 
acHBonncen,  Heppo  Kano,  cxaBmnn  npneMHbiM  cbihom  Anrnaapbi  n 
npoacHBaamnn  b  nen  yace  6oabme  pBappaxn  aex.  Xoxa  BaaHxa 
Bcerpa  6biaa  b  ero  cepppe,  Ileppo  Kano,  npnSbiB  opnaacpbi  b 
Anrnaapy,  6bia  onapoBan  nensaaceM,  anxysnasMOM  aiopen  n 
CBexoM,  Koxopbie  naman  oxpaacenne  b  ero  aaMenaxeabnbix 
paSoxax.  B  aBxycxe  1998  ropa,  c  npnSbixneM  npepcxaBnxeaen 
"anguilarillos"  b  Baanxy,  nanaaca  npopecc  oGbepHnenna  Anrnaapbi 
n  Baamcn  .  3xo  6biao  onenb  oSoraipaioipnM  onbixoM  paa  acnxeaen 
o6onx  ropopoB.  IIpepcxaBnxeabcxBO  na  naxnpecaxn  naxn  acnxeaen 
Baamcn  npnGbiao  b  Hxaamo  4  Maa  1998  ropa,  pa6bi  nocexnxb 
Anrnaapy  n  yKpennxb  coma.  Bee  onn  6bian  onenb  Bnenaxaenbi 
Anrnaapon.  }Knxean  Bee  BpeMa  expeMnaneb  epeaaxb  npeSbiBanne 
roexen  b  ropope  MaKcnMaabHo  npnaxnbiM.  Bee  aiopn,  ox  Maaa  po 
Beanaa,  npnnnMaan  ynaexne  bo  Beex  noproxoBaennbix 
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MeponpnaTHax  -  BbicxaBKC  (J)OTorpa(J)HH  o6ohx  MyHHitHnajiHTexoB, 
KnaccHuecKOM  KOHpepxe  h  KaxaHHaM  na  jio^tKe  no  oaepy,  pa^ya 
FJias  KpacoxoH  ORpyacaronteii  mccxhocxh.  O^HaKO,  BOSMoacno, 
caMbiM  noxpacaiomHM  oKasajica  KOHKypc  ^texcKHx  cxhxob  h 
pncyHKOB.  Bbijio  nesepoaxHo  sn^exh,  nacRoabKo  xopomo  ohh 
snajiH  BaaHRy!  Hpen  saROHunaa  paccRasbiBaxb  cbok)  ncxopnio 
noes^RH. 

Kor^a  aio^H  BaanRH  no^naancb  b  aBxo6yc  n  paccMOxpean  snaR 
oGbe^HHCHHa  -  c  HasBanneM  BaanRH,  naxo^anten  na  nasBanne 
Anmaapa,  rxo-xo  BocRanRnya:  "IIocMoxpHxe,  mbi  cnoBa  b  namen 
^tepeBHe!".  H  oxo  6biao  Bepno.  TaM,  b  Anmaape,  sa  /tae  xbicann 
MHab  ox  BaanRH,  onn  nyBCXBOBaan  ce6a  rhr  flOMa.  H  nooxoMy, 
aio^tn  BaanRH  Bbipasnan  cbok)  GaaroAapnocxb  MynnitnnaabHbiM 
BaacxaM,  romhcchh  no  oGbeAHnennio  n  nte^ptiM  aio^aM 
Anrnaapbi! 

pyccRHH  xcRcx:  Govert  Westerveld 
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EjiaHKa:  caiviaH  nocjie^^HHH  n  caiviaH 
6ojikmaH  113  ocTaBiuHxcH  /^epeBenb 

MopHCKOB  B  ncnaHHH  1613  ro/^a 


BjiaHKa  Stijia  nocjie;i:HeH  h  caMOH  BaacHOH  h3  AepeBent  mophckob  b 
HcnaHHH  1613  ro^a.  BceM  MopncKaM  npHinjiocb  noKHHyxt  cxpany 
B  1609  rofly.  ^^htcjih  BnaHKH,  o^hoh  h3  mecxH  ^epcBCHb, 
npHHaAJieacaBiHHX  /l,ojiHHe  Phroxc,  cmofjih  oxjioacHXb  BbicbijiKy  ao 
1613  ro^a.  Xoxa,  b  kohi^c  1613  ro^a  6biiio  oGbaBjieHo,  hxo 
MOpHCKH  /]|ojiHHbi  Phkoxc  xaKacc  flOJiacHbi  6bmH  noKHHyxb  cxpany. 
3x0  npoH3omjTO  13-oro  ACKaOpa  1613  ro.n:a.  Ha  oahoh  xbicanH 
acHxeacH  BaanicH,  npHMepno  25%  oxnpaBHHHCb  neniKOM  b  nopx 
KapxaxcHbi,  r.n;e  mophckob  rpyanan  na  KopaOab.  HeOoabmoMy 
KOHHHccxBy  acHxeacH  y^aaocb  6e»caxb  b  Apyrne  AepesHH  hhh  b 
ropbi  Phkoxc.  Cnycxa  10  hhh  15  aex,  MHorae  h3  hhx  BcpHyaHCb.  B 
KOHn,e  KOHn,OB,  npHMCpHO  45%  6biBmero  naccjiCHHa  BnaHKH  h 
flojiHHbi  Phkoxc,  cmofjih  ocxaxbca  na  cbohx  acMjiax.  C  xchchhcm 
BpCMCHH,  OHH  CXajIH  C03AaBaXb  CCMbH  C  XpHCXHaHaMH  H  CCFOAHa 
BjiaHKa  -  o.n:Ha  h3  caMbix  OnaFonccxHBbix  .n;cpcBCHb  b  hpobhhlihh 
Mypcna.  3xox  (JiHJibM  noKaabiBacx  bbm  cxapbic  OKpccxHOCxH,  yaxHC 
yjiOHKH,  BCflymHC  K  aaMKy  h  ohchb  cxapbic  ^OMa  xcx  BpCMCH. 

Hcxopna  BjiaHKH  Moaccx  6bixb  paccKaaana  xax:  nocnc  BxopaccHHa  b 
HcnaHHK)  B  711  xo^y,  MaBpbi  o6ocHOBajiHCb  b  /1,ojihhc  Phkoxc  b 
xoM  acc  cxojicxhh.  TaM  ohh  ocHOBajiH  mccxb  AepescHb,  b  Koxopbix  h 
acHjiH  AO  1609  roAa.  CciiHac  3xo  AcpcBHH  Hocax  HaaBanna  - 
AOapan,  BjiaHKa,  Oxoc,  Phkoxc,  Yjiaa  h  BHjianyoBa.  B  17  bckc 
BjiaHKa  Gbijia  FjiaBHoii  aopobhch  /l,ojiHHbi  Phkoxc. 

BncpBbic  BjiaHKa  ynoMHHacxca  b  AOKyMCHXc  aa  1281  roA,  KorAa 
CaHHO,  cbiH  Kopojia  AjibiJiohco  MyAporo,  noaccpxBOBaji  AepcBHio 
OpAeny  Canxbaro.  B  xo  BpcMa  BjiaHKa  HocHjia  HaxBaHHc  Haxpa,  hxo 
B  HcpcBOAC  Ha  anrjiHHCKHH  oananacx  ncpnaa.  Ho  AOKyMCHxaM, 
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HaHflCHHbiM  B  1303  rofly,  nepBoro  M3pa  SBajiH  Fapcna  Enspapa  , 
KaK  KOManpyiomero  saMKOM  Harpa  bo  Bpena  bohhbi  Meacpy 
TopMHpOM  (  cxapoe  HaxBaHHe  npOBHHpHH  Mypcna)  h  BajiCHCHCH. 
Sxa  BOHHa  GymeBajia  c  1296  no  1304  rop  n  Harpa  cbirpajia  ohchb 
Baacnyio  pojit  b  xo  BpeMa. 

nocnepnee  ynoMnnanne  HaaBanna  Harpa  paxnpyexca  1315  ropoM, 
a  nepBoe  noaBaenne  HasBanna  BaanKa  —  1383  ropoM.  Hhkxo  ne 
anaex,  Korpa  ace  ee  nepeHMenoBaan.  Xoxa,  b  moch  pHCcepxapnH 
2008  ropa,  a  nocxaBna  peabio  poKaaaxb,  axo  naaBana  ona  6biaa  b 
aecxb  KopoaeBbi  Baanm  BypOoncKon,  Koxopaa  Bbimaa  aaMyac  aa 
HcnancKoro  Kopoaa  Ilexpa  3KecxoKoro  b  1353  ropy. 

3xox  Kopoab  ocxaBHa  cbok)  aceny  aepea  xpn  pna  n  acna  co  cBoeii 
BoaaioGaeHHOH  Mapneii  pe  flapnaaa.  OappnKe,  ero  cBopnbiH  6pax 
H  rocnopHH  Oppena  Canxbaro,  aantnntaa  Mapnio  Baanm 
BypGoHCKyio  b  rpaacpancKon  Bonne.  Xoxa,  b  1358  ropy,  Ilexp 
3KecxoKHH  paa  npnKaa  yOnxb  OappnKe  b  CeBnabe.  Onn  xaKace 
yOnan  raaBnoKOManpyiontero  PnKOxe,  cpaacaBmeroca  BMecxe  c 
OappHKe  aa  npasa  KopoaeBbi  Baanm  BypOoncKon.  C  1354  no  1358 
rop,  OappHKe  nepnopHnecKH  ocxanaBannaaca  b  /Joanne  PnKoxe  n 
noxoace  CMena  naaBanna  Harpa  na  Baanxa  6biao  panbio  Kopoaese 
Baanm  BypOoncKon,  aa  Koxopyio  Oppen  Canxbaro  Oopoaca  ropaMH. 

B  1501  ropy  MycyabMane  Baanicn  npnnaan  xpncxnancxBO  n  cxaan 
naabiBaxbca  xpHcxnanaMH.  B  1505  ropy  Menexb  Baanxn  cxaaa 
KaxoannecKOH  pepKOBbio  n  6bia  otjmitnaabno  naananen  cBaipennnK 
paa  nocBaipenna  noBbix  xpncxnan  KaxoannecKyio  Bepy. 

Ho  Bce  6biao  cpeaano  nesepno,  xax  kbk  b  1562  ropy  mm  bhphm  20 
noBbix  xpncxnan  b  xeMnnpe  Baamcn.  /l,Boe  na  nnx  Gbian  coacacenbi 
aaacHBO  no  pemennio  nmcBnanpHn.  Ocxanmneca  18  anmnancb 
Bcero,  nxo  y  nnx  6biao,  b  noabay  nmcBnanpHn.  HpnMepno  b  1565 
ropy  pepKOBb  naanannaa  KaxoannecKoro  cBaipennnKa  na  AGapana, 
paGbi  naGeacaxb  noBxopenna  nopoGnon  onxyapHn.  3xox  CBaipennnK 
Gbia  popoM  na  MycyabMancKon  ccMbn  n  roBopna  no  apaGcicH.  B 
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1567  ro^,  KOpojit  Onjinn  BxopOH  npOBOsrjiacHJi  hobbih  saKOH.  C 
Toro  BpeMCHH  acHxejiaM  Bjtbhkh  sanpemajiocB  roBopHxt  no 
apa6cKH.  3x0  cxaao  npHHHHon  bohhbi  Mcac^y  MOpncKaMH 
KoponeBcxBa  Tpanam  n  KoponeM  OnnnnoM  BxoptiM  n  npnBejio  k 
rnGenn  60  000  MopncKOB.  nocjie;i:oBaBmHH  Mnp  Gbijt 

HenpoAonacHxejien,  xaK  KaK  9  anpeiia  1609  ro^a  (b  xox  caMtin  achb, 
onent  Baacntm  achb  CMOxpa  neoOxoAHMtix  bohck,  Gbijto  noAnncano 
^^BenaOTaxHjiexHee  nepeMnpne  c  HnAepnan^^aMH  no  HHnpnaxHBe 
KopojieBCKoro  CoBCxa)  6biJio  npnnflxo  pemenne,  no  KOxopOMy  Bce 
MOpHCKH  flOJiacHbi  6hijm  noKHHyxB  cxpany.  Macconaa  ^enopxapna 
Kpemenbix  MycynbMan  cocxaBjiana  okoho  3  npopenxoB  ox  oOmero 
nacenenna  HcnannH,  ox  250  000  ao  300  000  nenoBCK  ns  8  nan  9 
MHaanoHOB  acHxeaen. 

Kaac;i;oe  KopoaeBcxBo  ;i:oaacHo  6biao  npocae;i:HXb  sa  npopeccoM 
;i:enopxau:HH.  Hanajiacb  ona  22  anrycxa  1609  ro^a  b  Baaencnn. 
npo;i:oaacHaacb  29  Maa  1610  ro^a  b  Aparone  n  Kacxnate.  Beet 
npopecc  ;i^iHaca  npnMepno  naxt  aex,  c  1609  ;i:o  1614  ro;]:a.  Onent 
pacxpocHHbie  MopncKH  npnnmH  k  nopxaM  nx  noBbix  ^omob.  3xo 
Obian  CeBepnaa  A(|)pHKa,  Opanpna,  Hxaana  n  OxaMancKaa 
HMnepna.  HeKoxopbie  CMoxpean  na  oxo  xax  na  peanmosnoe 
ocBoSoacAenne  n,  c  oahoh  cxoponbi,  hm  Gbian  pa^ti  b  ncaaMCKnx 
expanax.  Ho,  c  apyron  exoponw,  ohh  cxoaKnyancb  co 
ananHxeabHbiMH  xpyanoexaMH  n  aaace  BpaacaeOnocxbio  b  npopecce 
aaanxapnn. 

!3<nxeaH  aepcBenb  /l,oaHHbi  Pnaoxe  cnabno  npoxeexoBaan  n  cyMean 
oxoaBHnyxb  Hsmanne  ao  1613  roaa.  C  naceaenneM  b  1000 
acHxeaen,  ceroana  6000,  Baanaa  6biaa  raaBHbiM  ropoaoM  b  /Joanne 
PnKoxe.  Xoxa  ohh  h  Gbian  Kpenienbi  ao  1502  roaa  h  Gbian  nasBanbi 
HOBbiMH  xpHcxHanaMH,  B  1613  roay  hx  oObaBHan  bhc  saKona  h 
npHHHcaHaH  k  MopncKaM.  3xa  expamnaa  necnpaBeaaHBocxb 
npHBeaa  b  acKaOpe  1613  roaa  k  xoMy,  nxo  Maapna  oObaBHa  o 
BbICbiaKe  H3  cxpaHbi  MOpnCKOB  /l,oaHHbi  PHKOXe. 
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Bee  ^oniJio  xoro,  hto  acHxejiH  BnaHKH  co  cjicsumh  nanpaBJiajiHCb 
K  KaxojTHHecKOMy  enncKony  MypcHH,  ^aSbi  HsGeaeaxt  BtictijiKy. 
HecMOxpa  na  6jiarocKJiOHHOCxb  KaxonHuecKOH  pepKBH  MypcHH, 
Koxopaa  nbixaaacb  saipHXHXb  acHxejieH  AOJiHHbi  Phroxc,  Aenopxapiia 
Bce  xaKH  npoHsonma.  IIphhhhoh  ^enopxaitHH  Gbijia  HasBaHa 
HapHOHajibHaa  Gesonacnoexb.  13  ACKaSpa  1613  ro^ta  axox  ;i;eHb 
HacxynHB.  Okobo  40%  HaceaeHHa  ^tojiHHbi  Phroxc,  b  xom  hhcjic  h 
acHxejiH  BjiaHRH,  nijiH  neniROM  r  nopxy  KapxaxeHbi.  HeROXopbiM  h3 
1000  acHxejiCH  BjiaHRH  y^ajiGCb  Oeaeaxb  b  flpyxne  ^epeBHH  hjih 
ropbi,H36eraa  flenopxapHio.  Oxrpy3Ra  cocxoajiacb  b  anBape  1614 
roAa.  B  xeueHHe  xpex  HeAcub,  noRa  acHxejiH  BjiaHRH  h  hx  acth 
ocxaBajiHCb  b  Kapxaxene,  neRoxopbiM  cxapenniKHaM  y^tajiocb 
Bbiflaxb  3aMyac  cbohx  flOHepen  3a  xpHCXHan  jiflfi  xoro,  Hxo6bi 
H36e»caxb  AenopxaitHio.  Box  noneMy  mbi  bh^hm  orojto  20  OpaROB 
Meac^y  AonepbMH  hobbix  xpHcxHan  Bjibhich  h  xpHcxHancRHMH 
MyacHHHaMH  h3  ApyrHX  pexHOHOB.  Tojtbro  aceHHiHHbi  Gbijih  roxoBbi 
BcxyHHXb  B  6paR  hoaoGhbim  o6pa30M.  il  ne  cmof  hbhxh  6paRH 
MyaCHHH  HOBBIX  XpHCXHBH  H  XpHCXHaHCRHX  aCCHIItHH.  3x0 
^CHCXBHXejIBHO  HC  OblJIO  B  npHpOflC  3XHX  OblBIHHX  MBBpOB  BjiaHRH, 
HecMoxpa  Ha  xo,  hxo  y  HCROxopbix  h3  hhx  Gbijth  2  hjih  3 
MaBpHxaHCRHe  aceHHtHHBi  AO  1580  roAa. 

Bjiaro^apa  RpemennaM  h  pexHCipaitHH  OpaROB  b  16-m  h  17-m  bcrbx, 
a  CMOF  yBHACXb,  HXO  MHOFHC  HOBBIC  XpHCXHaHC  BjIBHRH  BCpHyjIHCb 

enyexa  10  hjih  15  Jiex.  B  Ronpe  rohpob,  45%  Gbibhihx  acHxejieii 
BjiaHRH  H  AOJiHHbi  PHROxe  CMOxyx  acHXb  Ha  CBOHX  xeppHxopnax. 
Tox  (JjaRx,  HXO  y  nac  b  Bjibhrc  coxpaHHjiHCb  Bce  pexHcxpaitHH 
RpemCHHH,  BCHHaHHH  H  CMepXCH,  MOIRHO  paCCMaxpHBaXb  RaR  HCHXO 

yHHRajiBHoe.  H3-3a  xpaacAancRoii  bohhbi  b  HcnaHHH  (1936  -  1939) 
MHOFO  xaHHceii  6bijio  yHHHXoaccHbi  hjih  npocxo  coaoRCHbi.  K  xoMy 
BpCMCHH,  OblBHiee  MaBpHXaHCROe  HaCejICHHC  MCABCHHO 
CMeiHHBajiocb  c  xpHcxHanaMH. 

Ha  CRjioHe  xopbi  mbi  bhahm  abc  GoabniHe  robohhbi,  Roxopbie 
cayacHBH  bxoaom  b  MaBpHxancRHH  xaMOR.  Oxmcxhm,  hxo  Gbibo  hc 
jiexRo  npHHXH  Hepe3  axox  bxoa,  Roxopbiii  6biji  hcoGxoahm  abb 
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samHTti  saMKa  ox  BOSMoacHbix  BparoB.  Ecjih  npHCMOxpexbca 
noBHHMaxejibHeii,  mbi  saMexHM  abc  cxapbie  xponbi  na  CKjTOHe  ropbi, 
Koxopbie  HcnojibsoBajiHCb  MaapaMH  jiflfi  Bocxoacflenna  BBCpx.  B 
saMKe  He  6bijio  boabi  ,  noaxoMy  hm  npHxoAHJiocb  hochxb  boay  h3 
peKH.  3aMOK  6biji  nocxpoen  Ha  cxpaxernuecKOH  xonxe  pjin  xoro, 
HxoSbi  samHHiaxb  ero  ox  saxBaxHHKOB.  Pa^oM  c  saiviKOM  mbi  bh^hm 
cxopoaceBOH  nocx,  KoxopBiii  Gbijt  xbm  enje  ;i:o  cxpoHxeuBcxBa  3aMKa, 
BepoaxHo,  c  lO-ro  Bexa.  3aMOK  BjianicH  ocxaBajica  na  cBaan  c 
3aMKaMH  B  CH33a,  Oxoc  ,  H  PhKOXC  nOCpeflCXBOM  flBIMOBBIX 
CHFHajIOB. 

MaBpHxaHCKHH  3aMOK  AaxHpyexca  12-m  bckom  h,  BepoaxHo,  Gbib 
HOCxpocH  BO  BpeMa  papcxBOBaHHa  MyxaMMa^a  h6h  Map^annca, 
xaxace  H3BecxHoro  xax  KopojiB  Bojtk,  KoxopBiH  acHji  c  1 124  no  1172 
roA.  B  3XOM  cxapoM  Ksapxajie,  KoxopBiH  bbi  BH^nxe  b  ashhom 
(|)HBBMe,  BjiaHKa  yHHKajiBHa  cBoeii  npHBjieKaxejiBHocxBio.  KHr^e 
GojiBHie  B  npoBHHpHH  MypcHa  bbi  ho  yBH;];Hxe  cxapBie 
OKpeCXHOCXH  MOpHCKOB. 

Ha  nepeBHCM  njiane  mbi  bh^hm  Gbibhihh  aM6ap  b  flepCByniKe 
flapaxc,  pacHOBoaceHHBiH  xohho  Meac^y  ceaaMH  AGapan  h  BnaHKa. 
3x0  e;i:HHcxBeHHBiH  MaBpHxaHCKHH  anGap,  HXBecxHBiii  b  HcnanHH. 
HaxoAacB  na  caMoii  Bepninne  ropBi,  3xox  npaMoyronBHBiH  aMGap 
Gbiji  paaflCJiCH  na  hcckojibko  30h,  b  xoxopBix  xpaHHJiHCB  aepna. 
AMGap  oxpanajica,  xax  Kax  mccxo  3xo  Gbijio  CBaxoe,  h  Bpar  ne  mof 
bohxh  b  hcfo.  Mbi  bh^cjih  xo  ace  caMoe  aBjiemie  b  xaxojiHHecxoii 
pepxBH  BjiaHXH  b  16-m  Bexe.  Ecbh  xxo-xo  nona^aji  b  HenpHaxHocxH 
c  aaxoHOM,  oh  Gbicxpo  Geacaji  b  pepxoBB  h  coji;i:axBi  ne  mofjth 
HOJiyHHXB  exo  ,  noxoMy  nxo  3xo  Gbijio  CBaxoe  Mecxo. 

CeFo;i:Ha  Bjianxa  aBjiaexca  o;i:hoh  h3  caMBix  GjiaxonecxHEBix 
;i:epeBeHB  b  npoBHHipiH  MypcHa.  Haxonep  mbi  bh^hm  "Virgen 
Blanca"  (Beaaa  ;i;eBcxBeHHHii;a)  na  xpacHBoii  cMoxpoBoii  c 
BeaHxoaeHHBiM  bh^om  na  bccb  pexHOH. 

BH;i;eo  EoBcpxa  BecxepBcaAa, 

0(|)Hii;HajTBHBiH  aexoHHcep  AepeBHH 
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EjiaHKa  (MypcHfl),  Hcnanna 

Bh^co  CHflTO  B  BjiaHKC,  ^epcBHe,  OTHOCfliiteHCfl  K  ^ojiHHC  Phkotc  b 
npoBHHitHH  MypcHa  (HcnaHHa) 


pyccKHH  tckct:  Govert  Westerveld 
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<iLuJl  ^ Cy^  (j^y 

2^  LjjisJI  ‘(jLijJ  ^4?  2^  JUJJl  1^4  u'j^^  ‘'j4-^  (4jj^)  J  (^j') 
^4  2^  t^j  ‘'-4jj3  j  *jj%“  '4>«  ^4  2^  (j^'  (^j  ‘L>“>?-j'  j  ^j' 

6^233  .j^j  87.7  C5^  A^Lobd 

201  1  LS"^ djl^Lx^a^V  l^J  6489^-^  1  g  ^ X n 

30^  <Jjaj^^l  Clj!)L-alj^l  (3^)^ 

tj-jalJ^Ld  ^^jjol^Jjal 

30^  J|l.A*.tl]|  ^^)Ja]|  l£j!yb  QA 

30^  Ll^i>^  ^^4aJl  c^l^joill  111 

^3iilLaLAll  ^^JaLsj  tjjudj ^li  (j-G  4.3ljjai]|  ^301  ^^^)Ja]|  ji 

344u  f^j  30'  j4^'  (j:^j^'  C5^)  j4^'  (i:^j^  33 1 


<jj4xi  ^  jjjJaaJi  ^J'^  uWj  713  c.5^)  u'  4-^ 

j  ^^)2aC.  Ajtlflll  QA  ^  '-ij  jJtJ  6.il^_jJo  cJj' J 

4jt]k3l  4Jj3  jJoJi  J-^^'  UJ^  ‘-  ^  j>ln  Ld  dijl^  j2;^  lUIjII 

tilLi  (J jl  L_fl^)Ja  1171  J  1155  LB^  ^  Ajtlall  6^  _Jajaj ^1  L_lstjujj 

^  Jajl^l  ^  ( Aj^^SLaII j  ^1 

^  J C5^'  Ajjalll  i  1228  ^JjJjujIj 

L^L^j  dil ^^jjuJ  ^jjulxJ  ^A  4xJ  6(JL^  (J^  C5^  6^jjj4A 4jJa 
^^aV'  ^1243  ^^ULujall  Ajl3 ^5-^11  a^Iaa 

(JjtLo  ^^^^oLmAll  ^lijj  (CIjI^IIaaII  ^LajJsj  aJu^j  ‘■**^^**^  L_ll]alL 

(AIIaju^  ^  4_1X_D 

664AIj«^I  ^  ^  C5^  ^Jjujljt-ll  t^iiAll  cJj  *• 

^Uac-U  ^jjujlxll  jjudj fi^jiill  ^a3  .Astjj  6]^266  J  1264  CBi  *Oj^'  diAli 

(4Jj4a1I  L^I^)j1  < _ sLjaj]  4Jj4a1  (J£jj  ^  L^'^'j 
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JJOlj ^1  iA^AC-  J  (JjJ  dj 

jdUj^  ^1  (jL-kdll  dJUjja  (j^jc.  (jLddll  Id 

<fldj  ^  jjdjLuj  (jj.^  ddlijVI  6  jjujlxJI  jjoij jill  ^1  6<Sldj  V  dd^yij 

ia j^jJl  (^>^1 J  ^«ld^U  j^l^Loj  ^Uaj  ^j  Ij  1281  25 

^  t-  ^  ^11  ^  I  ^  6 ^1^1  (Jjj^^a^il  <SljJaj  ^  6d:.ljaj  lil 

^^l^Loj  ^Uaj  ^Uac-V  ^1^1  jjdjLoj  6 1285  19  ^ 

^^aaa]!  odLinu^l  (JjlLd  ^j£LdVI J  cJa j£j^l 

IjjoiJ^j^  A^lxiXi  lUtlJ  Jaj£j^l  C^'^lj  odft]  ^!)ljal]|  ^aJtJ  ^ 

AJLjaj  ^  V  (5^  dudVI  6J^Vl  L_fl^)ia3l  Aj^LouJ  ^joiii  1296 

diilac-l  A  9  \q\l  J  l^)^d  (J^Ij^VI  I'^  J  iA^(^  dJa 

I  ^  c.5^^j  fidla  tlaj^l^LaJI  tUjLoj  jjjUj^ 

6  1315  Id  lj%JI  ^1 6 j/i  ‘1303  jf4?^  19  c^ 

L>^ J^  J^J^'  ^Jax^ljj  tiUij  Ujd  1362  J  1353  I J^  ^1 

t^W^II  ^  -9  ‘^^-*3a]|  A£lxi  l£j!)b  Ijj'^  ^Oajojl jJ 

6j>i  (J jV  djj^jJa  l£j!>b  1382  J  ‘(J jVI 

^5^31  6 jJoL^Jli  jJolj j3l  ^jdjLd  ^^IaxJ  iJxJl  OjLdLauJl  6l£j!>b  ^1  CllaJi 

(2jld^l  (Jjiijl  LjjUa  I  6ild  Ia  jLad^l  ^  L>^  ‘-  /H  ^ 

^l^)i^A  ‘- **  \\^ '  -5  (jjj-dldJl  (j^)^l  JaLujjl  L^^)^l  ^  aIjIc- 

A^\^^  dtJ  IjIjI^)^  lA\^  ^ab^^LdjJajl j  L_lXjud]|  L^JJjolJj 

4_5i3lj  6 1477  lSJ^'^  1.  Jg  1  du  1^^  L-istd  cL^ljdall  (dldlstJ  ^Ua^ll 

1492  l£j!)b  ^l£jaia  6L_lStJuj  (jjd  <J^)iSl 

(JjJa  (^^Ij  Jaj£jj3l  ^5^1  J  (^Wj  j^l^Loj  ^Uaj j  cbUlj^  ^^ixixi  du 

(dl ^^loJl  ^Id  ^jjaLaa]!  ^j>i  ^a^JjJaljl  (^5^J  ‘^)2^  ^Jajl!i3l  (j^)^l  (^5^ 


(J^  A-iSi^LolAli  I j3 l£j!)b  ^  ^\\.'\^^  ^\l  ^Ual  AJjL^^  l3^“^  C^ 

tiJjUl  ciilac;i  1507  ‘  L>^ jj^W  1501  c^ 

^^1  ^^b^l  (Jj^**^3l  1^  i  A  Vq\I  ,A^ljaba]|  ^jdlj£il  fXlA  '^j^***^  ^ jjl£3l 

^jJa^  ddl^  C5^^  ^LllLall  JajJLjJall  ^l^jai]|  <^1^1  ^d^^Lau^l 

^1  dj|  6^)^Vl  6  ^  J  ^**V  ^ 

^  d  J  1517  ^-l-dl  ^l^juj  ^bdc-  ^jJalidl 

du  ^lc>  I  g  ^  U^J  o<^. 


^  ^i^joj  <3 d3^)C.  6^)ju^  ^jjj^Loj  (j^)^l  (Jl_^3a 

c3^  :  JLJl  J j^  ^^11  <jd^  <flJ^)Ja  4-JJ^  6<Jj^)^  ^  ^  (Jl  Ldb  6^l!iil 

(ji  ^  (_3^^  ^  ^  L>^  ddki  l£j!>b  1591  du*>i6 10  ^  Iddd  tdU^ 

IjL^  u^  ^.a^I  ^_jjj2i^iJuiA]|  ^^)3a  2400(3^^-^  uj^ 
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^  ^  J  ^  1613  dbJaja  6^jjJJj£jaJJJj>i  <llxijaJJ  ^ 

ojT^g  W  tJaia  (j^Loj  300  ^  ^  l£j!>b  ^^^jJalji  tiijj 

6^a^.JjJal^V  ^^45  10.15  6(Jl_^  (J^  C5^  t^l^jolil 

^  C5^  (Jj£^ 

jl  ^JjjLiflj£jaj|  ^1 

(jl  Jli  clh^VI  j>Ji  ^Ij  ^4^^ j^j  ^ jj^j^  u^ 

^^^jolLolsI^  jlUjoiVi  2010  ^  j}^ X tij^ 

^  Iaj  (^^ij  l^!)b  j2ac.  ^I!l3l  (jj^i  ^j  Ic. j^j  clijjj!>L^ 


^  1378  c4'  1713  ^  700  c>  cJ^'  ij<^  ajjI^ 

j.J>i^l  (jj^  ^jjjj.^  l1lujj£  <jaLij£JI  ^ISj^ybl^ijjla  ^.L^a^V  lia j  6 1786 

^4c.  ^4^  ^LaJl  (j^4i  ^  6.ilc.|  4 

1717  c^  ^UJi  (j^  ^l^Vi  4j  V  J  l>^^4 

tilLJI  ^^)ia  (j-G  l£j!>b  cijljl^l  4  (1808.1814) 

dliLL^al  (,AxJ  djl ^^joiJ  ^1819  ^Loill 
<j|jj  L;Jjaia.Jj  ^  <jaLlj^l  (J4j  L_fl^)ja  ^ 

iAl  l£j!)b  ^l£jal]  Clsl C5^  4  lJ^ 

6.ilc.|j  ^jjjll  lLjIa^-VI  '■^j  1851  cj^liljljaj  ^yLi  oj)^Uti\l  ^  CljjjaJij 

l£j!)b  eli^_^l J  6  jj^  J^ jlnjajl£  (Jj.i  (JJJ^ 

L3^)  1856  l1jIj.iUI  (J^axJ  ^  HjjlLd 

AjjAaII  JaJ^jljaj  ^  1869  ^ L3^ 

ciulc.  1894  ^  ^ J  j-<^^  fijUVi  4  1894  ^  <^jai3l  <Jaa^ 

^  Q  i*rn  i  i'  ^  ^  Lol  (J^lUll 

^Uj  jjJaLL<Jl  ^  ^Ij  J;4^  4  J  lSJ^  j 

6.ilc.|j  <J^j!ill  CLjIA^VI  '■^*-JJ  1851  ^  ^^IA^LuJ  QA  6^)IaJjal]|  QA 

AiA^I  L5^  jt^u  Jjj  (JJJ^ 

^UJ  (3^)  1856  c^  <jaj^^|  (AjUaUI  (J^* ;  ^  HjjlLd  A^  ^jjoiaaj 

AjjAaII  JaJ^jljaj  ^^^)Ja]|  ^ja  ^l^.ljVi  ^  1869  c^-J  ^ L3^ 

ciulc.  1894  J  4  1894  ^  <^jai3l  <Jaa^ 

^^^AjuUjoia  <Al]j  Laj  (^^IjaII  ^_^)JaxJ  ^  Ia]  ^_^)JaxJ  ^Ia^I  ^ja 


^)AVi  6<jji_nJall  ^)jJaUAll  ^Ij  ^  L^J^  J 

'^'■^  (J^IAa  ^IAj  3^ 

AjjAaII  ;>ti AAnxJlj  diL^j  4_^Laj^Ij  CaIa^I  ^^)julxJl  uW) 

c_j|^^'^|  1931  c^  ^^IaII  <jjj^.a^I  U:4*^  (d^^La-All  ^ 

^;&£.aJl  ^ ^  <^LaAVtj  ^^^ajoA  Ia  Ajt-AaAAj  ^-jJaSLa^l 


caLUa^VI 
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^\]^'\\\\  jJjJaJj  (J-dLuj  (jc.  6jl^ 

djI^^LjaAJ  Lijoj^j^  (J^i^  ^Ic-  lj|^)jJal  1934  1  ju*i  A^L<u^Vij 

^AxJl 

Cy^  u^j  4^^)^  <ajaix»  l^!)lc.l  ^  Ia^jL^  Ldj  Ldl 

Jlc.  6<;ii]a j3l  ^^ui.xillj  ^^jLojJI  L_fl!>ljjVi  pj  1936 

<ijaij  J  ^q/^c.  CljbULd  ^  (.  jutnW 

tdjjjlaJl  oIa  ^  .lUl  ^Ui  AjjaulU  Ldl j  cAjjoJl  (jjiij  jj:^^ J:^  17  c^  (j^n^kll  ^ 

^jja£jul  (^>^1  ^  AjJa^^yLftllj  6^j£i J  cA^LdJ^Vi  CliLd^Vi  cJ^^  ^ 

(jbjJ  Ajoljlj^  Ajjuj^lj  ^  6^JjJjlj£ilj  (^5!^  CIjLa^-^I 

JJA^I  ^jill  ^  L_ai*J  tllaLlL^lijI 

^Jjab<Jl  6JJJ^  C^  J  ^  JJi> i.0'1  (3^  oA^lj  ^ J^kg  \\  (Jjixj  1  g  v>iq^  ^ 

l^lj  ^^jjujjLuj  L_fl^)ja  (3^  ^ 

^jc.  A^  A^_^  ^  Ajj^^^-a^I  t-  ^  ^  U^  Ls^ 

J  Ij A2^)ilLQ  C!jI^)I^^  ^Ijiujoilj  ib^yisu,^  ji^  A^LdVi 

AJaflj  cAaJaiA]!  A  u^x>\l  (j!)ll^V  A_iila ^1  CIjI  jllI  y  1939 

^^)julxil  (j^)^  A^I^)SL/iJ^I  AjIa^I 
A^I^JUJ  4_xijalj  6000  clijl^  ^LoJl  (jj^i  ^  6  J L>^  dijlc. 

l-A^-Xi  D^)i^^l  Cll^kJjL<dl  1^  LLg ^  t^^jjulxil J  ^Axll  (JJiSj 

AjIAj  Ajilibl  tJAxll  1^  J 

^  tA^UiaA-aVi  L_fllJVi  ^  difllkl  J  tLjJjuliJij  lal^l  J  A^!)U1I  ^ 

cCIjL^^l^I  A£>1  u^  4L_Sj^)jJall 

^j^LdV  b)-V^^  ^l^jai]l  ^)jii£il  ^  ^L^jujVI  (J^ 

j  (Jjj^^a^l  J  tLjAixJlj  A^ljill  L^ l^-jojJj^  ^  6  6^^ j3l  A^!)U3Ij 

Lx^  I^^Lbj  Ij^bjaLLalJ  ^  l£j^b  ^l^jol  4(JL^  (^\  6  I^)J^AjuJ^^Ij]| 

^  A^Lcml  AjuI J  djb ^  (Jjiljobbl  djbjl  A^-^lj^ 


O^JJ^ 

^iVicv  c^  ^  ^  ij  "J  ^  ‘ 

UJ^I  Ajtlall 

<jj,x<JI  c>4^  ^b jJoJi  A^l^^)bl  jj^ 

Lj^La*^  LaI*^  I  ^jjj  '' _ **‘^**^^ 

AjaJjuJ^^ 

•  ^W  A^LoIAJ  J^)lljaj^ 

^ ^JjJallj  ^IaII  ^)JjalflJ 

lPj^  AjoU^-a^ 
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JJ-^  u'-“ 

<jaL^ 

<)**^  \\  \»  uj  ^  /  uu  u2  aI^x. 

^  ••  ••  ••  w'  • 

Ajtia  L-fl^Lulxi  ^ (J-<x.  <j^^j  eij^l 

4_^ULd 

Ijjjjsli  V  J ji-JI 

C5^ 


^LoJ  A^l  U^\l  4  U^x>\l 
jl  u^\l 

2 

4  •  ^\1  CjIjIj^I  (J^  diSj 

(JLac-vij  c  _ kxjuj  ‘-  ^  ^  Q**^ ^  -^) 

oIA  ^'^ij  ^  lIjUIjJI  djlc.  <xlxJ  J jJj  iL  <i»  /tlllj  AjjLJI 

^  cIjUU^I 

CIjJjI  jU  ^AJObd  IjxV  J  ^j^Vi 

py  uj^  (jjj^i 

^Jjabollj  L_ll^ 


,AxJ  ' 

jj^  ^Loj 

L-l^ ^aJaC-Vi  ^ ^^^joiVi  (JiLdJ  4ij,AaJl  dj bj^joi 

6^  ^jjjjjoilj  dj| ^^jjuj  dj^lj  dtj  6 1986 

d^jjk^allj  (jLall  ^.a]  ^l^joi  ^)C>IjuLq  ^)^-jJaJ 

^ JU  6JJA^I J  ^  6jUa^l 
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In  10  languages 


••  s- 

Ij^  ‘^**^*^^  i _ C5^  ^ 

^LLoll  iS^y^  l£j!)lj  ‘-  *Q^**^^J 

iSj^  6l£j!>b  (jl£jaJ  ^ UJ'^J  ^LloJ  ^UuaV 

cLloj^j^  4 q)^ ix^\  c** vw j  6<jjaj  350  Cy^  '■^  .\jVq*i 

AjlLs^  U^ iS^y^  C^  ^Lix-Jl 

L>^  (J£j  <^l_iiJI  (j^)i3i  ^i^uujjj  ^^)a3lj  UJ^ 

oIa  t(.**u*>i6  15  cJ^  ^J'^  J  ^U3l 

j^J^  (j^jij  Jj^'  ‘^j^'  Ls^jj^  (>  u'-^^  h^  ^ixJi  jJiijj  sl^l 

11.25 


^Hu^l  diVli^j 

Lq^  (<J^)ja]  1^  <all^  (.••^1  ^  ^1  jli  (J^^  ^  (^Ajoboll  ^ 

L>^  ^  cIjI jld j3^  4  2:^  djU-ka^ill 


CjVVal^] 

^1  L-abg  a\\  jI^VIj  ciiVli^Vi  ^ 1  )^il  ui  ULi^  ,axj  l£j!>b 

6^1j^j  iA  xti.Vqx^ll  ^j£LdVi  djVli^Vi  oIa  _3;1^  j  vti 

(J^l^  6^ 4-jam£il  ^  (j^  4  i Vq.a\1  ^j^LdVi 

Aju^  ^  >■ 

(J^lLoll  (^>^i  (J^l^  ^ ^  .AxJ  ^  L'J  Vq\1  JJjoJIj  ^^^.xuabo]!  ^Jjjljll 

^ jillj  ^l^JLVU  A^. 


^Aa1(  A-dIjJ 

ULkjj  ^LjULo,  I  jA^\ 

^LojJnjVi  < _ sl^V  .A^Ij  (^5^^  ^  A^ljjll 

tAJUajVU  6^1  jj13  lij^)sij  (jj^  (ji  t^jjj^L^Vi  6  Ai!>lxJU 

dills  ^  dilA^^U  l^^)jJnij  Ij^ U:^^)  1 999  i  i'\l  dj^)jaiS  Ix^ 

UjULo.  ij^i  JU^jVI  dii.1ji^:>b  1^ 

30  tAiLouJl  6d^  AJUajI  Ajjdd  ^  A_xiljjll  6j^  l^!xlJ  (J^  U:A^ 

i\jti  c**V  C5^  l^!xlJ  A^^i^  diil^  AjjAaII  oIa  tU  jULoj  I j!xU£j|  diLAjouJI  l-^j j  (j-<» 
jj  lj!xLi£j|  ^  (JjA^k  (JSdii  A_isi_i±I^^  ji>>l  *<>^\1  6^1a1I  AjaAI 

jSl  Iajj  ^jlijjujj  t^j^UjJaAll  t^UajoJ^  I^I^jujj  Ai^  ^  ljj£^ 
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^UjI  ^  j  AjjAaII  oIa  ^  ^Ja  <c.La^ 

J  J^ 

iA.±ui  SAaI  ^jjjLllI  ^^^_mAll  (3^Vi  Cj^ 

1  g  \1  A^k j  Kx>ia**^a  ^l£  iA^  ^  IajIj  l£j!>b  (j-<4  ^ jj  ^  cJj^j 

(.**u*>i6  ^  6<SLaC.|  ^  (JIa^U  ^jjj£jUJ  J^J  ^  ^  ;*  tlA  jjJaljA  6L^!)lkJl 

A.±it-  dijl^  ^jLj!>U£j|  (^^JiiAA  ^  l^!ybj  j^i  6 1998 

l£j!>b  ^jA  (j^ljoj  55  L>^  ^j\nA**^j  cq/V^OaII  (jl^joj  Clila^ylc.  clialkj  AjuIjj 

Ls^  tj^^'  y'-kiV  1998  4  jja'-*^ 

(j£judJ  ^jjJal^  (JJjljll  (J^  6l^!)U£j|  L_fl^)ja  ^JA  6jljtjal]| 

^1  djI^Vl  ^  I j^jUi  4  jUill  jU^I  ^Ull 

6jJ2kJl  ^  L^jlilU  CIjV J  ^jqjxti ja3I  AiiaJi  ^j^^)xa£ 

Qjdl  <j|  6(Jlila^  A1  jAJLaII  ^sjoJ^Ij  ^*-ial]|  AljljaJA  !)lajj  tl  g  \1  A^ 

dl^^l  (j4^l  ^^)XJ  < _ ^jajoj^  ^  (jLaJaVi  6.^Lx^  ^1^1 

A  ■•  (j-® 

^sjojU  l£j!)b  ^ajoil  \'\\A  ‘\  ^Ijlill  Ij^Uij  A  \ql  ^ (J^'^  1 

^l£  La  IIa  6^  u^  (jl^joj 

^  ^a^l  I  JJOl^i  6l£j!^  ^JA  L_fl3l  ^JA  Jj£l  ^  tilLlA  cIaIaJ  1 

^  l**4  ^  L^^U  (J^Lj  ^^A^^  ^ajoilj; 

^Li^-joiVi  cj' ^ ‘‘ *’-j 


Go  vert  Westerveld  :t5Jj*J'  o^' 
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In  10  lenguages 


^jjj£jaJJJj>Jl  (J£  ^1613  l.^l-liL>ll  ^  IIiaAI  dijl^ 

^  aHjoi]!  (>  ^Ij  4l£j!ij  (jUm:  4609  u'^ 

1613  ^  ‘J'-^  ‘1613  fJj 

\_jJaj)j  (j-ft  U^ 

O^L.  1000  (>  %25  ^613  13  c/  u^  ^ ^ 

(Jl^\  j\  ij j^\  ^ jil  Hj!>b  ^  J^Loj  1000  c>  UJ^  J:^*^ 

c>  %45  J^  C^J  15.10  ^ 

^Jjjljll  L3^  ^ti2l  Ja ^j^Lol]!  ^l^jal]| 

AjjAaII  ^ jJl j  6 ^jjJSi^LulAllj  ^  Ij^j jj 

4<xlkil  ^j.iaj£^)il  jjIaIIj  ^ j*  v^\I  ^^)ia]|  j^joiJ^ja  ^a£i  jq\l 


^  v>IA  (j^  (3^  4  A  vVq\l  (J^L1a]|  J 

6  711  Ij  ll  Util  ^  ^jjaII  C.5^  l^LuIi^l  <A-aa 

A^l^Jl  ^lAjoiVi  ^1609  LSJ^  ^CLuj  I ^ L)^  ^ 

dijl^  J  J* 

ji^  ^ ^)JU^  ^Lal]! 

Jjoij jili  (.^'\a\I  6  jJliLjaj  1  An^  128  1  clijl£  l£j!^  6^  J ji 

jiti  ^1  ^l£  6J^i  (^J  6  j^l^LuJ  ^  ]^cl\ 

^1303  6  6AaC.  (Jji  ^aJOil  64^^)3lSIj  J ^  ^ 

<aJaiA  ^ajoil  Jj  ^Ul  Ajtia]  ^)aI£j  ^J 

C5^  j^  jj'^  diAli  ij%j  ^jtJaj  1304  J  1296  U:^  ‘is^ 

C1j2  j]|  11^ 


6l£j!)b  ^aJojLj  6^>-<»  (J j'^  J  1315  U^  (^Ij^I  ;>>!  ^aJ^) 

^  6^Vi  JI.ij1ujI  ^  ^aic.  .1^1  Vj  ^1383  6^1a1VIj 

^jjdj^U  A^IaII  j ^jJtJ  ‘- ** V (Jj^-ai  (ji  ^)^_jJa  i(jl  dljJa^l  ^2008  ^ 

^^^jujI^I  i ^^“'i  <;^11a  1353  j ^  ^ 

<aI  ^j j  6  2)lj.ilj  ^  ^  (jlgyjj  (JjIajj  ^Ui  3  j  tillA]!  IIa 

(ji-j)  (j^  ^ t^iiAll  (jc-  6  ^^IjUjoi]  ^l£.^Vi  j  ‘ 

6  jUfl^  ^^>^i  ji  ^Ull  jj^  1358  c^  ‘  C5^  6^^Vl 

L_fljl  (jAjjb  a^IaII  ^j  Ist-A  I jiila  Ur^^ij  ^ j^^i  i  ^  ^ji  i jii^j 

(ji  J.1^J  tlaj^Jjll  ^  dijll  (J^axj  C5^  1358  J  1354  o^ 
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4.^1a13  ^ 

Cliljlal]  j^l^LoJ 

1505  C5^J  1501 

A^  JS1\  ^Uj 

\jl^  20  is^  1562  c^  ujj^  ^  Cy^  ^Jl^JI  ^  ^ 

A-ul^l j  bUloil  ^  ^  UJ*}V 

(.**rnc.  1565  c^J  tAJjjJaill  JUac-VI  ojii^  ^a^Uujl  jj^  ^Uull 

o^)juj|  yA  j yt^  ^jj^l  1^  Q  4  i .'\1  <1L^I  6^ic>l  ^  .  U^  ^ 

^l£jaj  cija j3l  b^  ^  ^ <. ^  n\j*^  1567  c^  ^->K**nj 

I ^JjjL^I  ic- u^  byA  <^^)stJlj  ^  l£j!yb 

cs:J^J_^  S-IJ^  (^'  lS-^'  4j^!iujVI  ^'jji>  -iJlaj  OJJf?^  '-^' 

JaVl  60000  Jj2  ^  ‘4^'^*  s-y^j  j^ 

4_j,AA  ^  ■A^lj  (jj^aj  1609  9  6A-dVi  ^^Ljuj  (J^  j 

(J^  U^  ^LulLaball  yA  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^LaIVI  4-LaJ  ^)JU^  IjjVi 

^l£jaJ  ^jxi  %3  4-^J^^  ^  ^jjixJjolxJl  ^j  6.1121  t2jJ  4-1^  ^jjj£jalJJj^l 

(j^Loi  (jj^  9  C5^^  8  L>^  L>^  u^baj  300000  C5^^  250000 

^  1609  <■**^'>**1^22  ^bjoj  Llsi.lj  J  (jlijVi  ^  (^5^1  c.5^^  ^  C U^  <^1ax»  (J£ 

a-AaxII  (J£  6<jjaill  (jjoij  j  0^1610  L5b<i29  ^ 

L^l ^1  t2L2^Vi  ^ jj  ^1614  1609  u^  5  ciuib 

biajl  4-J^)^  ^j.^ax2lj  6<^L<ux1I  <^1aa1Ij  iJUajj  tLoij^  JlajI  ^ 

.iJl  U^j  ^1.221  ^  6j^Vi  lj-<2*J  66A^Ij]|  .l2l  ^J 

JU21j  ^  u!j  C5^  6L_flj£2ill  ^  djbjjtj^  ^J'^J 

1^13  (,5^^  (Jjl^lj  I yi  ^I^juj 

tiaj^j^l  yJa]  j]  AyJuui^]  <jj.l<Jl  ^6000  ^ J:^^J  ^1000-^  ^.l.lc. 

^l£j  1613  i  ^  aq\  ^  1502  lI^ 

/V  A  CIaaxijuj^  [ ' ^A^C» y  ** i  yiC» 

(_^.llj  ^^^j£jaJJ^j>i  ^1  1613  ^  ^bl^  ^allall  b^ 


^l^joi  yA  bdx^  6,221  2^  ^  4  >>jl  jtfL  i  ^  A-v  J 

A  bl yc.  La^Jj  6,^^)ja]|  t-  ^  bjojjjj^i  ^  L_flLujV  J^J 

6(Jjliilb  ^  6Jaj£j^l  c5'^^J  ^  <jaLlj^ 

C5"^ ^1  ^ U^  (-12211  12^  L_l^j 
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Liaji J  Cj^  %40  ‘  1613  13 

^j^Loj  1000  Cy^  I ^ ^LIia]  cs^  6l£j!)b 

C5^  dlxiJ  ^ 

^>>* ;  C!j£-<»  ^  ^  Llj^yljll  ^^LoiVi  ^  ^1614  L>^ 

djllj  j  20  t-  ^  ^jjJSi^ijauJl  djllj 

6^^ ^1  ol^)^!]  (jl^j  to^jl  ^x^\l  ^,1^1  utix>\l 

^  oIA  6<;i2i^LaU»  ^jjJIi^ijalAll  QA  (j^  ^  6(JL^I 

CIjL^j  j  3  J  2^-^  Ur^^J  ^ f'^-^  ^>>» 3^ j  c^j^LoJI  l£j!>b  Aji-ifla  ^j£j 

1580  lS^ 


J^l  ot  ^'J‘17  J  16uj^l  (Jk>>qj 

^j^LoJI  ^l^joJI  %45  15  10  '■^  Ijjc^j 

l£j!>b  ^  ^ jV  AijlaJl  ^ J  jVi  6^  ^  ^JJ'^  C/'^^JJ 

tll]jj6<c.  jj  j^jA  ^c.5-^  C5^ l1j>  '  ''**^ J  j>ist_All 

IIA  (^J  J^  IA  J^.li  ^  Llj!)l^ual3l  c>  jr^'j  1939  J  1936  (jJJ  s-ij^ 

Qjli  ^j£j  ^  Aj|  (J^  xtl  1  ^1  L_1^J  6^jIoJ^J-a]|  a  » \q\  4_jJaJ^)C.  oAaC-I  (JU^I 

^Ij  C^I^Vi  CIjI^,.!^  A  9  \q\l  4  ^1  ^  J  11a  ^ (J^_jal]| 

^uIaI]  ^jjJjaJj^)J>i]|  ^  ^  .'J  (jl^  ^^LalA  ^  6L^^)l]lj 

pljj  •  VqW  ^Loll  9  \q\1  t-^Wl  (j^  ^ 

4-ja]|^)^l  LS^  AjlI^]!  L^^)kjj  (j^  ^  ^  ^  ^  4_l^b^l^)lja]|  <l]nlA 

l£j!yb  Ajtifl  dijl^j  ^jjujlxll  Cy  ci^  dijl^  C5^^J 

^L^aII  CIjI^Ij^I  ^1  ^  Ajtls  ^A  (jLx-ajl 

^1  ^  2)W)  Ajtifl  J jjtJ 

L?^>  c?^'  '^(^‘1172  jWlAoaJ^  ^l]|j  i  L^lll  c^UaIU  Ljajl  CjHaIIj 
^j£j  ^j  ^  (3^  4^^  oL^I  l^U  l^^ybj  ^  o^Lulj 


C5^^  Urf^  ^Jjj^I^IaSI  ^LaJl  L^ 4^  U^J  ^  C5^ 

u'j^l 

(L^ ^j^LdVi  (j-ft  ^-AJjolij  ^  ^^l]|j  ^^^llJalLulA]|  L^ 

^  J  (lja]..llA  Ijl^^  dijl^  ^Lja]|^)^l  ^Lllc>  dijl^  L^ 

111  t^JjuaC-  ^JjjjLal]!  (j^)^l  4_i^^jjl£j|  4jaLlj£il  ^)AI ^jjJall  ^  ljj|^^ 

^l^^l  j  j  II  (j^  <jaj_u£l]  U^  6(J^Ij^1a1I  J;  Ji.. 

I  ^  ^Q^  Ijl^^  dijl^  1'^^  (4-jaUj£il  ^JA  ^ (_^l 
^IjAxJl  l^!>b  ^1  J  c^  ^^'^  L>^  fiA^lj  ^ jJl 


4  q]^^^\1  AjljI^  ^jjJaLiAJ  oL^I  ^Lja^l  ^I^Axil  jl 
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l^LiJujI  LijaiJjj-d  -!a j£j^l  j3  ^x^Vn  ^  ^-L^j  ^ 


Govert  Westerveldic^j*^'  o=^' 
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In  10  lenguages 


JAPANESE 


Your  visit  to  Blanca,  a  village  in  the  famous  Ricote  Valley 


Blanca  T' Vega  * 

Ojos^  Ricote^  Ulea^  Abaran^ 

Ricote  (Valle  de  Ricote)  (7)7nO(7)  §  '/pf2^(Z)  1 

LT  V  Blanca(Z)|||A  Abaran  (D  §  h  A'CCO  Ulea 

^ojos);i^,  A  •  A  •  AAv  • 

S '/r#;);  (7)^(7)®  Ricote 
<D  §  A'o  Blanca87.7  km  (77  ^ 

(77|x;i^^  A(77^AJMr^  233  m  y  H  6,489  f±S 

2011 

1.  il^  ^  V 

Blancai£<  (77AMtlS§^  ^  Vli  A30 

(A/b'VT.  T/W^irA)  A'Ao  VA  laHiguera 
i:  V'y  A33  21 

Valencia  b  AAo 

M./P'yT  BlancaT)^  b  tH  P  111  Blanca  ffcc  .IRPH  P  1 10  A  30 
fSiiii{^Afc{iA^it{^N301  Ky  “  A30 

r^tiilS&ATy^irA^tgA-ro  Valencia  7)^  b  1  old:,  # A  A 
33  r^iiilSg  A  30  r^igilS§A  N  344 

|lS(77^^A^a)®BlancabiS$sA#  AAo 


2  Mi 

n 

A  ^ Blanca(77PT(77 A (77#^ It  ^  2s6 T  7  t" 

r(77tiE)lR(77ilJ^i:  713 

ti:|H(777^y  (77f^yt^btcb  Liio  13 

tirlHitP  hfiX\Xz.X  Ay  (77^  A  if  5  ^ J;  t>'A  P 
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In  10  lenguages 


1171^.  K(7)  ibn 

ardanis^  LT^P  X  oX^X  XfCo 

X- — T (O  Ricote  ^(7)— Almohads 

i-^LT  Ricote  :^^hXX'yiiud 

1228^-7:'^^ ^ L^Co  fcfcL.  10 

XXX4-V X i^mmtLx^mt:fyxx 
x  —  vx  ^(Dpjf^!^  t  WM>(X^itXX  X  7 

1243^0  S#b/c^^v^r(7):5:T'i"o  \r )vy  xxx  x 

\Xi^XX  X  —  y  -V  b)37Mb  instated 

^tLTV^fc— ^lt)(7)V^<  o7)^(7)^^y>fiJLfc^7:\  Ax 
/v^il^(7)AP  1264^  i: 

1266^(7)rH^SSL^|Bb  L^Co  ¥^(7)»Jttr/^7d-by  X 

fib  5  L'CtPlf(7)fJ±f;i^AA'CV^6 

Ricote 

M^t^XXX  —  Vx(DmMA.  Fer 

nando  x  7  Cerda 

<7)^||#^A7x7  —  y  y  (7)A'fiL^Oj®MSr^pJ6fCo  Fernando 
(7)EA^  M^X'  7  Cerda  b  ^  Afi.  rA7d-by  X 

(yEAPHltyll^AAoAy  77  7  bx  KbAbAso  3^ 

25  0  128lA0fi(yA#AlfAAbA3  4  A  Santiago 
)ilI)A  A  A  fi  AS<A  A  (7)  11^  Ats  Aiy  ft  A  A  7 

(Blanca)  ?7a  A  Ricote 

/■^b--A^fibT#iHA/f'y^bA  btCo  11^  190 
1285AbAby  r(7)AAM^ATV^§  i:  AbAa  4 
At^(7)  ^  5/  b  y  7  b  AiilifeA A—  b  AtifA  (1)  Ricote 

i£lll^  t't^  A  bT^Bff  A  Santiago  )llI)AAAAo 
AtPfi  James  2  T  7  ^7  1296 

Abt^S#b#iHAAA^.  f{ll(7)^^#AAAbAAAft(7) 
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(7)  L (7) T'  Ricote 

/-N  y  ' — (7);g:^  de  la  (D  Cerda 

^  AjIzM  LXmtL-^(DmWi(Dfci^(Dm^o  -  (DUM 

t  <y>'±y-~  ^/Ui~/U  K 

X  f-y  T  19  1303^9^  3  >^Osores 

Ricote  O  santiaguista  t 

.^■g' 1  3  i  s^'Cfe 
ofco  ^ 

K  n ^  tix-^yx  y  r  ri',|t±H(7)'9^ ^  ^ — (7)  V  r  K 
V  X  t  V  ^X^(D-^yX y  T  B  •  Xx 

'  X' '  xy^^iVK^hfix,  XxX x<J^XX.(D 
Xy  XX  -X  •  XyVXXy(DW^TX\  1  3  5  3^^  13  6  2 
X(Dm\XiyiDf\.X  (2)  o  1  3  8  2^,  XyXXIiMW^  T 
XyXXi  (DXimtXX^fifz.o  X;Vxr(D^mo^T  YXy 
iXXXXy—)  (D-y—XyXTnxy'X'XyX'iX'i 
:x.yi-t:x.;VX:x-(D:^XXX(D^^X'M'^^^flfc^  XyXXX 
h(Dh^X-r(DmkXX‘XmtXfz..  (3) 

>  Mil  5tfclH(7)fiAy'i'(7)-h^M®^ofc^#-(7)^^;^^lh 

A/V'>r(7)ia3iMtt^  XyXX(D^(DW- 
tY^WiXX\Xz.XyXX(DX(Dli^M^W^^^X\Xz., 

XyXX(DXyXm-^fx  147 
7^-C'>^-r'(7)&(7)5^^(7)tt,  :/7>^ 

iv7)f±S;;^s^t>'Mt't^^o^Co  1  4  9  2^,  XyXX^^(D 
'lM^(D'i^X\  XyXXtV=iX--"^ 

(Dm^ x(Dxxx y r xm±m(Dmi^it.  i 

U  ,||±fflli^ 

y  ^  i  5  M.  15  0  1  X-(DmW\(DmXXy 

X X (O X  yy  y 

^  vm^tmttifz.o  15  0  ix-(DMW\(D'ikx^itxxx 
yy  xm^XXl'tx—r  tmtfifz.o  1507^,  hV  yX 
M^(tX^^xyx<DiXi^VX&c^XMX6fBX:XX-XfCo  ( 
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4)  :i(D^V  ^ 

^  t  ^M/uW^fCo  L;0^L 

T\  15  1  7^V^(Dl^fc6  t 
^flfZ.o 


1  emiH^aLT.  :/y>^:^^W(7)APt-^LV^l^j]O^I5a 
LAo  7rny-<2tii:.  ^SrA¥'r6^(7) 

ifW^WL^c:  :  i:o  t^oT8^  1  0 

0.  Ay  >":^^iS'/R#;i:  LT(7)#t#^  2,  4  0  0  K!>Ay5 
(D^^X'y  1613^AAaiy^3 

AfcgfA  y  A  vy^t  R?«'A 

—(D  y  3  h(D^.^  (Diirv  ^  A  A'y  A  A  (D±mi'±M^\7 

fiS:(A^®$iJ|j^tii(7)A:V^A\  Ay  AA^iAA;0^3  0 
0Ai)m^fhfc  (5)  o  b}^^L.  10-15^^.  fig(7)4 
5  %^i®±•t!^t^lMo  A  ( 6 )  o  ^  AV^  •  A'  •  A/w-^yAAJiA 
y  y  r3  .  y  =iy--(D'^7:'J^--TX(D  V  ^3  a— 

(7)  o  #<  (7){t#fiAy  y  ri  .  y 
t:"ryAr/W'^AA;0^p3AAi:MoA(A;^\  A(APT<AAA(A 
iW— A(AAAA7^h  •  A  A  A^  AA/^  KliA  y  y  r3  .  y 
=!  y  =!  A^^;0^p3  AA  A  i:  AfiE^  L  (8)  ,  20  10 
AAAyA'Ay::^  .  -y/^Ay  *  A'A-t  A  A 

Aay  (9)  o  An  y  A'A'y  AAS^IiSA  1713 
^(7)fiS(7)  7  0  0  A;0^  P)  1  7  8  6  ^(7)  1  3  7  8  A^  A#®]  L 

,  M/U'yT(D=7--/uy^'yiit§E(DM  1  satB.  A'yAAtAAP 

o  Ao  3 

^A1  7  0  .  1  8 9  AAIAl^fA/^Ay 

i: T  A  h— A  •  y  •  y  •  y y  5  y  l 

7  1  7^A^yfeAAAo 
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(1808-1814)  ft,  1  8 

19^, 

y  y(Dwmxi^ 

J;  6  t'-fn^^y'y  Xy  yX(D\X^ 

y  xi-tX y  XX (DX^ --:y  t 

XXXii-^X  hfl^Xo 

XxXyT ^x  VhT 
xy XX y ii^xx y  Xt x  *  •  xxx ^ ^ y  a 

(DW^(Dik.  18  5  l^XXyxXl't^^M^(DihX^ 

o;0^(7)ji  9  (T^mPTt'tJ;  0  J:  5  i-^;0^o^Co  i  8 

5  Q^X\Xm^XXX}\\(DX.XWiX\M(DMX^WMXfz.o 

1  8  6 

o  1  8  9  1  8  9  4^T't^ 

.  XyxX\'t'^WMM%.  ^X^^Xy(D^(DMMfJ\XX^^(D 

\x-^x<D\um.Wnmx^xxfx 

ofco  2  ^±^mmmxmtim 

(xm^ (Dfxx^&mm^m^xx^xz.o 

19  3  l^Xm^XXXX 

1  9  3  4^XX/y'XTX^<  Xi§pJfX 

^X^XX'xXh^XXX'X  V^M.nXX t i4 

/^oT.  rxyrxxx\^<^xxyt 
tn  1 

1 9  3  mm^mx^xatrn^no  ^  5  t-M 

o^Co  1  7  BXmx—UX-^%MlX0fDh 

x:X\H%^x^^xfz.o  mxm^iatyx^y^m^ 

L;0^L.  TyAy 
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nf-j  y 

^^c:V^(7)  j;  5  ^(7)^ 

^  t“T(7){tpp(7)f-/V'>“y 
^7K7):77yA}^^J^tL^c:=^y  ^  h(7)®ftT'fco^c)  o 


A/V'>T  (oit&jgcfiy; ^  T 

n  y  hv^  >^7)^p3^<  j;  5  193 

9^3^  T'a^(7)®PtJitPTtr,  ±W(7)ay  AP 

S]l^(7)||AA^p3.  2  0Willty'vy:^\^t-^XWM(Dm'^'h 
oAo  -miHtu.  6,  0  0  0 A(7)f±S;;^SjgT.  2  1ti:|HAt^ 

r:7 

yA^^AAA  (10)  .  AtiAA-^o 

AA#(7)5c^P}^SAV^TA(7)1:\  A  i: 

v\  :L(Dmnx\ 

u Ao  t a 

(7)7X)lAAfiA 

AA^oAo  UAL.  A 

A  T  m  A  @  I:  y  iiaa— 

oTV'''5o 


1 .  ';/  b 

.  1  2-titB(XX—T(D:& 

,  ^:::^-t  •  A  A7(tPTtrA^ffiA^AA(7)||v^A) 

A  — (MUCAB) 
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Jit  (7)^(7)^ 


^  K  n  •  :7;  y  (7)MSI 
r-irv^  hn  • 

(AADK) 

7K  t  ^(DMtR±  y  ^  ^ 

UnyA  {/<Uy^)  (DM 

ih  ^  K  n  (dM 

•  5;^y  rij 

r-ir fiA^XMo 

ry-vr'^xy^j  Axyy ^ 

jl|foA^(7)^iI 


2. 


iimi 

xUfflft^  rxx 
x^fflfte  rrx' 


n  Aj 


A  y  ^  y  •  A  y  -/A 


4b'^‘9 


±teJ^(7)ftli(7)^Bfr  i:  ^  C  j;  5  t- 
SIfA  t 

K  (7)  M  A  tcJA  ^  X  A  Ao 


^  7K? 


Ao 
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y  5/  K 

.y  rcy  i;-y  y  y(7)iB/^^/^—  y(7)ny 

L^(0|i-S:(0|i-S:(0Servitas(7)y"y -If—y  y  K 

i:  :Jo  y  y-To 

.  y'oi  n  :::^y  (7)y  y  y'— y  y  K 
•f- K n  (7) y'y  y'—y  y  K 

•ii'yyy"y(y'y  y  Ttyy'y-y'— y  y  k 

•yyir-yy(7)|)f  y  (yy'yy— y  y  K 

yyy-yycT^iify  y(y5E.l^g(yMtt.  sytt. 

i986yi;iy  y  Ky  y y  L^(yM#(yftSr3SAy 

fco  5 y 

y  yy  (7)f±S:(7)l®tf  ^ryLTV^yyy 

y  : 

8^  y'y  yy<yiy:f^p3<y^!iiiAny:a.i^f^M^^bT.  st>' 
A(yK(y^3^y  ■S'vv^y  (y-^-y)  i:tiyyAyy 

<  yy  yy^^A 

(7)  f±S(y  A  A  (7):t  AA  A  P  A  Ac  y>X  (7)  y  y  ^  y  A 

350Ai^AAAAAoTlifi^ATV^^#^AAvAH^^  ALT 
T/^yTT^— AT^y  hTAo  Atu^At|A(7)AAA 
AllI^Li'Lo  Tf*#(7)#HM  A^pg(7)#t>yA  ^  §  y'y  y  AT 
y  K(7)Ty-  KA.  ^y  A#*PA^A^T(7)AA^^M)LTX' 
y.  LLAfit^A#:a3^ATV^§o  LAA^A8^  15P(7)A^g 
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y^yy:^Ut,  K^r^Ltpr  i: 

"C #  ^  y  1)  'Vo  'Cf&^B1^^iCajamurcia(Z) '>  g  ' — 

7^— \  coiXt^K) 

y'yy 

■^(Dy(Dm^  ity  ^  —  v  y'yyx^^h4X 

ni-figU'CV^^'fo 

#CD:J3^«9  :  ^(Dy'vyx 

-y  y  a.  (7)/5  j'  n  3/ ^  0  ■So 

,  y(DXhtiyiz^if, 

g'/-&#:(7)/^  h  n  y^M^ty  t  T'i"o  A^ 

\  h  n  y^hfz.h'tX'y  X. 

5o 

i.^cdbt 

•Ty^Xyy^y.  Xd^VT 
yy(=^yy^\^. 

i-.  2A.  ^0(7):5:{E(Z)rH^T'At3ASff^...A^  y  TMA  r 

gemellaggio 

rrAttj;<.  AfcSo  rAp5(Z)|^t-fo" 

oTT-f  y  y  -f  h (D'\^-k(D'^'^\'ty' y  y 
r(DmW^Tyy'X  'yy  —  y(Dm^m^yX\999 
mz-tmyfy 

-^m^y'^-h[tu—yh'^h*SLm.\^Xt!^39y^)UtTy^'^ 
ri'Ao  yomit.  mmti:.  m^s  wimtsix^x^^^om 
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-p—p  "P^-V  —  y  )  'CH 

.  7KcD;*;t;3$.  (-try^ 

) 

^  t^<T>^^x~y^iyi2t%^\^x\^xi^fzo  o  ^o-^b<x 

=p-^(Dm^ 

tz'DtzL. 

2o^]>y±(DXti^^xl^tzJ^y±(D^%lzx'')(DB^.  ® 
tz-otzo  ^  KP*/(i^-^-eiS[cSimL 

t}.  mm. 

'f'Fp^pCijsBifeo  ^izi99s^(Dm^i^mty^>ti\z  r 

anguilarillos 

J  (D^iM,(DMi\Mt^  —  ^ty^'>iz(Df^X'in^z:>tzo 

o  fc  <!:  (7)i3S:^(7)HT(7)  (DPel  [:: 

I' <  LS  Lfco 

t MW 

^  V  r  {-1998^5^ 4  0i^#II]L^Co 
^tlh(Di-'<X^)'^y  —  v\Z^^^AjX\^fc.  ^(Di--<X(DX 

^  V)  f^rpi#(7)rf  (9  ‘\mizi-^iz^ 

ib^XfCo  -X  XlZ'i'^X  (DX'^ 
'i^h\'t^‘\n^'^^xmM\^x\xzx viz^Mo  nX(DU 
'/•&#:.  y  xXyy  ^ 

.  b;0^L. 

x-iMz^^xnf^'^^m(D=ixxx  vti^tzo 
y  XX  '^^Vi^X\Xzt^'^^X\t\^hflfl.\^\'S:}fXXfz  !  TX 
y  —xixmy(D'i^-k(D^^t^^X'^Xfz. 


yyXX(DX'^\'ty--y(DXx\zX^ .  yyXXopX^mti^y 

t .  y'yXXcot^X^ 

;^SII4^^c'  :  'XlfcXlt%fcX(D^ilZ^TjX-t.  ^X j 
!  Xfim^‘^\zX^^fz-^fZo  h<0y  —  yiz.  a±(y2000-yX 


178 


Your  visit  to  Blanca,  a  village  in  the  famous  Ricote  Valley 


^W\(Dy'yVts-V-- 


h  :  Govert  Westerveld 
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'7'yVlQ  :  ,  AxVvH613 

yirt 


(dWi^  X  xV^M't  fc  -Dfcy^Xx 

(D  1613  ^o  'f' ^X (D  Moriscoes  1609 

X'yx:^  Ricote 

/<v—XMXX:X^(Dit^(D  1  o(7)fig 

U}i^L.  1613 

^(7)||-|9  19  LV'':^o^P  Ricote  — (D  Moriscoes 

\-l'^fzm^J^XX\XZo  1613^12^  13 

0  X.(D^Wfz^  fZo  X'yXtKD  1,000  X(Dii.^(DA  P  (D^  25 
%  Moriscoes 

UfCo  XyXXKD  1,000 
A(7)f±S;(7)/h  ^  V  T  V  ^  L.  ftll(7)t't  A 

Ricote  0r^iij^i5[0bAi"o  10-15 

i)m-^X^fZo  t  Ricote 

W'(^(DX:(D\i.^(D  45% 

yfih(DXy 

y  A07" 

-oA'Ao 

LAi"^ 

\zW]\Xz,  ^9  <  Ao  Adio 

Ay  bA(79M*tt^AA^t^JAbAAi:A'‘9  AAo  711 

X(DX- — T Ab)Mll§-(79f^t^  b  settledin  [^  blblHA 
Ricote  b' — „  AAAAb 

l609^AAAo(79ttA?f^{1^oAo  A Ab(At't(A^a^(79^p^I^i 
Abaran^  AyAA^  Ojos^  Ricote^  Ulea^  ^3  A  t/ villanueva 
^  h  A  Ac  A'  y  A  A  t't  1 7  1t!:|H  A  Ricote 

^(7)^^A^tAoAo 
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h  1281  Santiago 

mix^HtLXf-xXa^  Rv^#(Z)ST- 

i:  LT^Mi^illRL^i"o  1303.  7^ 

h  Todmir  {J^^'\yXX‘}'W(DXyD^m)  h 

Valencie  t  LTV)  Garcia 

Bizcarrao  1296^  i: 

L.  T v)Ei#LS^/d:1^fiJSrmo To 

tu  0  T  T  V  fi  T  #  L  ^  th  6  ^  tu 

1315¥T\  l383¥T1d:|l]2^T.  ^tuT'vTT.  TTTT'M. 

S  t  LT^^^tf^i"o 

oTV^To  L;0^L.  2008 

^^(D%(DmXXy  ^  Su  T"  (DX^WxWyXi  1353 

TVV/KT(T^IT'7TT^.  ^^SnTL  i:  TftEPJi"^  @6^(To 

L(md:||ft!lL3  0ttLtS(T#TaLTL.  f^(7):tg(7)  Maria 
de  padilla 

^Ti:fiTTV^To  t^(TM-a5iT  r  K  0  T.  Santiago,  'v'^^ 
LT^^bife^-T^iT'TLT^  •  K  • 

TVV/K  T  Ttlifi  L  ^  L  To  T  T  L .  1 358 

as^TTLyr 

Tt  Ky  TT^'TT2s6T?h^TT-;LTo 

TT^a-  •  K  * 

TVV/K  T(7)t#^IJ(7)T2s6T  t  K  y  T  i:  y^T^o  T  Ricote 

LTo  1 354  -  1358^T  r  K  y  ^mjf  Ricote 
75  1/— Tr^t^L.  TTv TTar.  •  K  • 
TVV/R'T  :T/VTL  T  Santiago 

^rHl^oTA^V):T-^^Tar.  i:  LTT'y  LT Di"^  L  i:  Ti" 
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1501^.  >^:^7 

hv  r  5  LTifLv^:3^y  y 

TV^^LfCo  1505 

^\zy' V  (D^ ^  ^  V  y  y  ^  {k^(D 

^7  h  y  yy^(7){tjrp^i^^6i-irLv^y^  y 

U]^Co 

IELV^;y‘l£T'^"/^<  i:  20 

(7)ifuv^y7  Mf^fj\Xh'^tiX'yx^(D  isei 

o (7) y° p  ir  y  (D fc sy  #  fc ^  ^ U  fz.o 

{'^(D  18  (Dffuv^y^  y  yy^^y(7){s^ 

y° n  ir  y  (7) ^c (7)^fA V  ^  i:  L Tts  Pj  (7)Fif?#B'?i 

1565 

'hfc'iX>\Z.  Abaran 

i)^^o  xy  TyXr 

M^fSLfCo  1567  ^i-:7y  y  5/y\  2 

#  g  fiir  L V  L  ^  L  fCo  ^  (7) 0^7)^  y"  y  y  y;  (7)fi 

gfgiir^-lirAy'eLfcTy  t"Tf§t3  5o  SiJ(7)  KwySr^CfjtL 
T  V  ^ fc  L .  ^  M^^X'4  y  y  L  tj:  it tL fi 

h  tCo  t  tlltt”  Xy'X ^''S.|H;0^  Moriscoes 

tyyyyytt.  2#g(7)rH^(7)^^}^^#,  (7)7:'t>7‘^<  t 

60,000  Moriscoes 

t:tLbl%<  ¥tPtd'ot:So-t#  1609  ^4^ 
9  0b  (^  b  0  b-^b  1 

o(7)SPt,  :tybd'"i:  12 

¥(7)ff  ^m^bl^(7)|ta^(7)b  ^brt^b'bl-^  ^tbb) 

-f^T(7) 

Moriscoes^  S^tt^bd^lttLltb^  bT^^d^otct  i:  t)^^otc 
o  fife^L^rJfe^tLtcb  Ayb^ft(7)@^  y  (T^atbiittb  8  b 
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900  7jX(D^ti(D  300,000  Ai-  250,000 
y(0Xa(0  3  % 

Xo  Ao  A  Valencia  A  1609  ^  8  ^  22 

UVA  1610^5^  29  0A|%V^Ao  An  A  ^^1$:  1614^  A 
1609  '' Ao  ^  Moriscoes 

UV '' — A 

A°--hAAAo  y  A.  A^OT.  A 

b.  1 

o(7)^T\  A^7A^(7)a^|iabA  LAo 

b}i^b.  —  AA1^b{iiiJA(^A^Ailb^^^fo'CV^Ab. 
bS^x^ll#A^MbTAAo 

Ricote 

1613^AAVAjit^|g 

fflA^b^AA^Ao  1,000  A(7)f±g;A  P  6,000  Ay  VAli 
Ricote  ^(DA^ASTo  1502 

MA/'^AA^'yA^ATV^A.  iJfbv^A  9  ^ Av  b(7)A A  h 
AAMI&  A  A  A  b  AA^  1613  A®,  b  b  Moriscoes 

b  bTB? A'A'So  b  (Z)f^AAA<A^A'y  K  9  ' —  Kb)  Ricote 
V' — (O  Moriscoes  AA  AS  bTV''A  1613 A  12 

n  bA  bAo  b aaa  9  Ay 

(7)rHA»^^bTV^Ab.  ii;^jtAigA^AAAA7bAr(7)A  K9 

y  bHj^AtSb  S#A^#(7)A^  AoAAoAo  Ricote 

rI^i^(7)fiS(7)AAAAoAA7yAr(7)A  K  9  yb^^(7)A^ 

T(7)#MAb;0A^AbA^  Ao  b(7)iiA^® 

$iJAAbAAa*AASSAbb  A.  S  1613  A 

12^  13  PA.  PAAoTAAo  Ay  Ricote 

/5  V— (7)A  P  40  % 
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y  y:ti(D  1,000 

A(^f±S(^ V  ^  <  o;0^^iftll(7)t'ti^:^o  j; 

liJi-i5[0LALAo  1614^1 

i:  if  A  o  fc^^fcib(Di^:^(D\M^^M^W'f 

^  V  6  3  MThA 

0f  bV''A  y  ^  A(7)  Blanca 

y  y  20 

(7)^$f}^oV^T#0SLT<  fc^W 
#AAvAco  Ayy  yyA-t  A 

7f^;f)^o;^cAE^ii^r.Ap3lH^#'lh2s6^(7)A'y AA.  ^f|3(7)A'b 

m  I580^i;i  2  AAfi  3  (DA“TAAt4(Dg^(7)4^A'o 

^  16  ALT  17 

tii:lH(7)'i5feA^  In^f  (7)  y  At  A  (7):A7)"ff  TAi^fi  L  i  Blanca 

#<  ifLv^y^  y  tAttMot^t  lo  ~  is 

AES  L  ^  AT#  A  Ao  LA  ^  Ricote 

M^^A(7)fig(7)  45% 

L (7)M±LfiATV ^ SM A S  L  ^  AT t  A Ao  A  o 

TV''S  Blanca 

(TfAA^  :A  j;t>'A(TLAy  L 

TAAAL  i:  ATA  AAo  ttt  lAS^A  (1936A-1939  A) 
(Dfc^^<  (DU=i—  KA5^^^AAy:^Ao  h^PhA- ioTA 
(7)T— rA(TAP(T^i^LoAAo <  y  i:  Ay  y  y^fto 

AIITxiLT^i.  T— r(Ti^^(TAP  i:  LTt:^AoA  2 

o(7)AA  LT<  AAvy 

^  A  T  A  (TiJ  A  Mi  A  S  A  A  o  A  A  (T  A  y 

P;f)^LAoTA;f)^o  A^  L  AAmLT  <  AAvy 
AESi:.  ay 
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jl|d^^7X^3S»S^V^dc(7)-Co 

h 

LT  d  ^  V  ''^f^l‘i£^i-d^  d-iJifeodci^o-dr^d  10 
Cieza^  Ojos^  Ricote  t  XX'^Xz.o 

X-rm^(Dm  12  ttirlHt-  ^  L.  Pj  < 

1124^d 

ni2^(Dm\i.XX\Xz.^k^t  X/^x-7  Y  XXx 

Mardanis 

LfCo  ^Wi(D^X  rm:'#f®LT< 
fc  ^  V  (D  Blanca 

x^vxTo  X'  r  X)vxr)\\ xm^  ^ tl 

xm^xith  ^  ^-To 

m<xy  XT  TX^XYXltT:(D$^!^^^^(D^t(Dm  Abaran 
tT'XX'T  Darrax 

/^A  ^5/  b(7)#|iLT<  fd'^V\ 

htifcxx^  _Y. 

T'^p  Pj  tb T  V  ^  §  (7) ^  A  -  r  (DM^o  ^d: Wii  tX 

Ld^v^d:  df--  K?r?#oTV^dCo  16 

Blanca 

T  hv  yym^TiniYmM^M.fco 

xxMzx^fz.. 

Wiid^^Bffddod:(7)l:'o 

^  0  :/y  XT  itX/VXTjMX^h^i^^inT—DXi-o  :t/# 
?r#ff  L T  <  dd  ^  V  ^  r  tVb^  A 
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(SM-S:) 

0^sp-X=^^  h  :  Govert  Westerveld 
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CHINESE 
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^Sf4#l^^^(Valle  de 

Ricote)^TWB:^,  M»r,  af4#,  s*©  ° 

mMmmMm-^mnm±tmm^,  fpM§B6^sf4#ii;ffm  ° 

e^®fH®87.7a;^4^S,  ftE®"6489aS,  ^^20 

liaS^INEo 


S&iift 

a^®Xaai+lftiG®^a;^A-304^E^  (K^ES#,  A- 

/A9^fflM®^a;^nTaailA-304^E^,  Eilll  ®^a-ffcc4caii, 
/Aatia3iilA-30^E#®  llOE  n^#ailN- 
30iaa3to  /AEMMnTlASiiiiiJ^i^aajA^^A- 
33^E#®E#niijA-30A^EM#N-344®±T3to 

mm  ’  ° 

aig^f  ’  »A?ia  °  SA)AAjSffifi^0/?^a0aM?4#Lij^«1228 
«s;»fATA/AM?4#wp5ia0Dmi#gii^ai5ri]  °  ’  mm 

^E+^loAKj^^A^SWA/'AAAEff  ASai53]Zai9  ’  #i^P4aA 

’  JAAfi»f#ff  ^Amfi^$a74ASf^^(J3Effla  °  it 
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tiii^A^SSA  ’ 

M  ’  Psi^^x6^;LA,  ft-AAI^Bffil28l¥3 

^  25  0  (3^AA 

#^1285^11^  190,  ^Ammx'Af^Am^mUuA^'^mMmA 

fiiifn6^«  ’  mmumApmimAm  (i)o 

fu^^mmmwuxiimmiu'A-mAM^rn^mmA-nAmTm 
A®aEA^Ai296¥AT»gBfi^^^A3l4A»  ^-AAA^A 
'ik,  A^Aimmx^^AitL  ° 

W^X^M'MWWrAU03^9E  19 0o 

ft AIS  A^ft  1 3 1 5^0  A® Aft  1 353 Ai'J  1 3 

62'^Am^MmAAAWMAn,  A»r#ft3E6^ftA,  EMHI« 

(2)o  fti382AftftA^— AftJEftftftAfi^AAT  ° 
ffraAOll'n]),  3,T-WPimAEftiS^i^, 

KiitAAifAT^ttfi^S  *o  (3) 
^^ip*:j^^tbpia^j2Agij^fti5lii:iSfi^Aft04i5  ° 

IH  °  Hltb  ’  ftftA6^AS0ftT  °  ftHVTAft# 

’  ^^TAAmm  > 

°  fitl{nAl492A0^ft^fi5SAHaA0j3  °  a±l!l3E1^6^fft5^ftftA 

ftftl5OlAftipffj^7SI^A0ff  °  ftl5O7AAft^A‘ftT7f0A^ 
(4)o  ftSAff ’  mm^kAin^m.Ammmin-mAAm 
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WI±$fJo 


mmxim^t^,  mmmiT-xnmnm  ■■ 

1591^8^  10  0 

?  ]  m4oo^m^f^A  ° 

300A  (5), 

ioiiji5^;^;^45%S^AS0i3fiiifn6^ 

AML  (6). 

MW- 

(7)o  > 

(8) 

mmMmmn■^A^^mmmwmA20lo^mx 

(9)o  0^iJTll^04f-t  (iSttiB)  mB'AMM 
3^^A4f$pKS'Ee^AnlMA  ’  4Al713¥700A®S^lJl786¥l378A 

\1MAAM  1 8ta:BAMHEBS/^AfffD^5^lb^3ifcAfcA»r#fcAM 

^o  SA^mffil717¥5piAo 


( 1808¥- 

1814^)  3^^Ae^ftPS^ftl8l9¥*HBi6)iffiA1i:fttr'i7o 

®  3e  a«  s  js  a  ^ 


Ai^ftiiJ  fti85i¥A^4fi#j7AA:S:'Rt Ai^ALifllAAif 

°  ft  1856¥,  eS»M5aiflffft^ftftMo  ft  1869ft,  ^ 
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uR^xmmpm  ° 

o  i±.m. 

EDA)  MT»  ° 

°  m936mm^  ’ 

o  ’  ^¥PA6^— SAA 

lx“^^j1^A^iJ»rit”o  ^g^SA#g!]^^AAATMl^*Af[2A, 

k^ta 

°  ^\939^3nmw.mk^mjm 

hKAa'^mnmMm, 

AHtNo  -k-^mm^'W6ooommumwffsMB'^^^-\ — tss  °  a 

R.m^m'^^mmmmtm-k'Wi^  °  saaas  >  HAicffmKjtffi 

do)  ,  AAm»AWAS5Et)  >  mk-^ 

mmwmnRiT  °  Slt»)aT  >  ffitAAik6^«fflfDSAf:)cA5&fAA 

°  KAAik  ’  gmJffi/jcHfDW®  ’  fAf#T 
mSAae^7jc±5^S^^AAii^#o  3)!AAe^JsSA)mflgA®±S 


.  (ft^ms^mAAdAA) 

•  ^AAe^tff^ttWAAAA'  (MUCAB) 

.  (aadk) 
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lx;  #^K®fD27fviffM 

•  fpMAtTMo 

mn 

.  x:^i't“^^3^” 

fiCTJAl5£>Sgf]  :  ,  SHf5t5l|S6^HtM  ’  Ffj^ffS 

M^WIW  (cofradias)  5tJA^'i§XMT#fXi?ffo  g  PU, 

It  A  ^  A  ^8  : 

fp¥gfi^5l^  : 

•  It'll 

0  E1986¥, 
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°  (la 

mona)  fP^4^o 

^^AT350¥,  ^ftSAeaEiliiE;^-A3A#6^(ggA 


^^i;im^^xmmmmmtL=rcsiisimurciammffmfLx^^±.im 

tMS5  J  UAili  A“Estaci6n  de 

Blanca”S^jiAo 

Ali§o 

#^iAI5£>S5!]  • 


•  mA^iJ 

#HAA  ’  HftAAAfiJfi^fTA  ’  ’  IjdAA^, 

AP^AA  ’  li'B....Mat^®*A^(J6^“^a”6^aA  ’  “gemellaggio” 

o  fp"^S^aJ^AJ#^^fJ^fifti999a^?#TM£Pa6^SWAA®^ 
AfDMA^tJ®Mfi^afiri5pE?r3EAf0]  ° 


3o^si^A^aaFE?faE  °  >  nM 

’  7jce(JfiM4  ’  (^ffi'f^i^)  fPM  {M 

Aii)  >  Mmm 

Afl  °  ^i^S?Se^jS»^AffiSA^i?S(m»^ASSg6^AA  ’  ® 
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’  MM  ’  1998 

A®S:6^AAftl998¥5^4  0tirt±®A^IJi^ri5]^^iirijl@^g3(^  °  fttlfl 

3^a^^A,  M:tag6^*A^6^  ’  -.  ma 

AA#A^  ’  AAA^±S^«AT)i^:mfiiifn6^^M 
°  ’  SAAI^5!]fi'^a:jLa!^)ATi^iBl-ttS  °  S^a:AA^^ASfB&^ 

S  A  SaAT  ^  E  ±  AA  A  A 

A^AAafi#,  AAAAiiip^ :  “»,  mnMmmmmn^’  i 
MMmm  °  gftjAAAa  >  sg^a^A^aMAM  ’  imnmmMm 
SSfiAAA  °  Slfch  ’  AAASAAAAfi'^A 


AH^I'^AA  :  Govert  Westerveld 
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Stei6i3^i2^i3  0^a  “  looo 

>  xmmmmmmmm  - 

XB  ’  BBx  ’  mmm  >  M.fm  >  BmmxmMx  ° 

°  ^-AAAfi^AA  ’  Ai303Ae^ASA;5a  ’  ^iJDHaE 

tbAa  ’  Bxxmmmwnxmxm  mxmxL^m\um)  wi:a 
-xummmnB ° 

A^iiiA7iA:ftiptbiaAAtS^i3i5A'lii;i:^— AtbSlAAA  ’ 

’  A1383Ao  t:S'AA^il7iAKlH7$AlfPIIA:A  °  pI:^7c 
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°  ftl354fPl358¥AriI  > 

’  wi:Bmm.mir§^miUuu  ° 

^hl50l^,  °  ftl505¥ 

AA«W 

AAatT,  a ASf]  1562^^^IJlgA20ftS#t^ w^ 

AAAiis^  ° 

°  Amisos^^^siiTMpsrs 

EWWif&i§o  1^1561 

AKAAASiF^P^FttfeA  °  ’  flilfnifcAf#AS^^ 

«a  ’  mAMA60,oooms»rAA«  °  teA6^fP¥;^®We^,  B 

Affi  1609^4^9  0 

aAATmsRrAAiF^Ai^jFHA  ° 

MSE^A  P 3%,  jA250,000^lj300,000AAAA8^lj9A AAo 

i609A8^  22  0  ° 

fti6ioA5^  29  0  psriiAWA»f^^fJ3Eft^-Aa^o  ^Aafi.^.A5 
AAAjABA,  jAi609^iJi6i4o  ^S^»r{At*Aiii^iJfi!i{nAifAimn  °  fife 
ffMib#  ’  /AH  ’  *A^PD*»f#AHo  X-m 
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fPlOOOAS 

,  11^6000, 

°  S#i^T^A«J^A;gff6^'»;5iT^^AA5§>lrT 

’  °  ftl613ai2^  13  0SA^#A5feT  °  A®40%6^S3^#1^ 

^^AP,  °  ^loooa^AAS 

°  SM£^AftAa{n*m2o#ifs#t^ 

AWJ¥AmAgfr^  ’  ^®2^2ife3j*J¥AS^AA¥hl58oaBtijo 

liit:S;A¥D^^}±®ffii6fpi7li:B  ’ 

0^3®  1  oM  1  sa/so  45%*^ AigfiB¥Dap;iif 

°  mmmt: 

°  (1936a^l939a)  ffi#iB 

i^fl^6^3;¥®aflWMAffiAtt3^/?^A0ffftS(^e^An  °  afWTSP 
A7¥B^^mjaHAMM¥:?¥^^M®5(¥S^A  °  ^ 

Affi5^^±A  °  ’  m 

m^Amm  °  >  a 

°  ^mm,  fummwMmm 

Amm  ° 


mwwMm2m^Amnmmmmm■A■^&fmm}hnm, 

l¥A?IB,  ffift®±1124afPll72Ari]  ° 

’  ^AA®-Aa#fiPABi®i^®aE#  °  fiAsas^e^A 
A®— Asli^llStfPl^SPPASl  ° 
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r#  °  >  s^A^t^aA 

#iW'M,  fi!ie:gmM«MfraiH^AA/AaAKA  ’ 
ifeA  ° 

AAA^A^-A*A^6^^^MA®3Efi^#  o  *jHSf|'W^[l“^A 
A^A”  (  e^A)  A-A^Mfi^MAfPttMSfeASAEiiSco 

AH^I'^AA  :  Govert  Westerveld 
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The  Ricote  Valley  one  of  the  first  places  of 
cultivation  lemons  In  Spaln^. 

Govert  Westerveld"^  -  (Independent  Researcher) 


The  latest  years  relevant  archeological  findings  were  obtained  by 
the  researcher  Arnald  Puy  Maeso.  The  traditional  irrigated 
terraces  in  the  huerta  of  Ricote  provided  organic  matter  with  a 
median  probability  age  of  706  A.D.  (647-778  A-D.),  according  to 
the  corresponding  analysis  methods.  These  figures  could  imply 
that  the  construction  of  the  first  terraces  at  Ricote  were  formed 
in  a  very  early  date.  Moreover,  from  this  numbers  it  is  quite  well 
possible  that  the  first  Arabic  Berber  tribes  entered  some  years 
before  the  known  date  of  711  A.D.  or  shortly  thereafter.  The 
village  Ricote  was  the  first  settlement  of  the  six  villages  of  the 


^  Separate  of  a  chapter  in  my  two  new  books  titled: 

“Commercial  uses  of  lemon  derivatives”.  Academia  de  Estudios 
Humanisticos  de  Blanca  (In  Press); 

“History  of  the  Islamic  Ricote  Valley,  first  and  last  Islamic  place  in 
Spain.”  Academia  de  Estudios  Humanisticos  de  Blanca  (In  Press). 

^  The  author  has  worked  40  years  in  the  innovation  and  production  of  Lemon 
Derivatives  for  the  International  Markets.  He  was  co-founder  of  Zoster  S.A. 
(world  leader  in  the  extraction  of  chemical  derivatives  of  vegetable  origin  for  the 
pharmaceutical  and  food  industries)  in  Zeneta  that  was  taken  over  by  Gmpo  Ferrer 
(www.ferrergmpo.com).  Since  1989,  he  worked  as  independent  consultant  and 
researcher  for  Exquim  S.A.  (Gmpo  Ferrer).  Many  years  thereafter,  he  continued 
as  independent  consultant  and  researcher,  together  with  Prof  Dr.  Castillo  Sanchez 
and  Prof  Dr.  Benavente-Garcia  in  the  establishing  of  Nutrafur 
(www.nutrafur.com).  At  the  same  time,  he  was  involved  in  setting  up  another 
industry  of  Citms  Derivatives.  Both  of  them  are  now  World  Leaders  with  their 
products. 


199 


In  10  lenguages 


Ricote  Valley.  Knowing  that  today  Ricote  and  the  other  five 
villages  are  important  growers  of  lemon  fruits,  this  research  was 
effected  to  find  out  the  places  of  the  first  lemons  in  Europe  and 
Spain. 

Introduction 

One  cannot  forget  the  variety  of  those  excellent  lemon  fruits  with 
which  the  Ricote  Valley  at  this  day  abounds,  which  they  cultivated 
with  great  skill,  and  brought  to  the  greatest  perfection. 

It  is  still  difficult  to  state  in  which  moment  husbandmen  started  with 
the  cultivation  of  lemons  in  Ricote  and  the  other  villages  of  the 
Ricote  Valley,  being  Abaran,  Negra  (Blanca),  Ojos,  Ulea  and 
Villanueva  de  Segura.  With  respect  to  the  most  ancient  town  Ricote 
of  the  Ricote  Valley,  research  determined  that  terraces  in  Ricote 
were  built  between  706  A.D.  and  778  A.D.  These  building  were 
undertaken  by  some  of  the  first  Arabic-Berber  tribes  entering  the 
Iberian  Peninsula^. 

The  foundational  cluster  of  Ricote  irrigated  terraces  is  one  of  the  earliest  of 
its  kind  attested  within  the  Iberian  Peninsula.  The  Ricote  hydraulic  system 
was  probably  built  at  the  beginning  of  the  8th  century,  in  coincidence  with 
the  first  migrations  of  Arab  Berber  tribes  across  the  Gibraltar  Strait.  This 
date  also  allows  contextualizing  the  beginning  of  the  agrarian  tool  complex 
associated  with  the  management  of  hydraulic  systems.  This  includes  water 
catchment  management,  canalization  and  terrace  building,  as  well  as 
growing  of  a  broad  range  of  exotic  products  and  the  development  of 
specific  agricultural  practices.  Irrigation  allows  simultaneous  farming  of 
crops  with  different  requirements  and  growth  rhythms.  The  peasant  has  to 
carry  out  multiple  works  simultaneously  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  different 
plant  taxa.  Channel  network  maintenance  and  plant  tending  mean  a 
considerable  amour:  of  labour  per  surface  unit.  This  translates  into  an 
intensive  agrarian  system  that  minimizes  risk  and  uncertainty  and  allows 
obtaining  multiple  harvests  within  a  year.  The  initial  cluster  in  Ricote  was 
made  of  broad  terraces  supported  by  1  or  2  m  high  retaining  walls. 


^  PUY  MAESO,  Arnald  &  BALBO,  A.L.  (2013).  The  genesis  of  irrigated 
terraces  in  al-Andalus.  A  geoarchaeological  perspective  on  intensive  agriculture  in 
semi-arid  environments  (Ricote,  Murcia,  Spain).  In.  Journal  of  Arid  Environments, 
Vol.  89,  pp.  45-56. 
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This  means  that  the  Rieote  Valley  is  not  only  the  latest  Islamie  exit 
in  Spain  in  1614,  but  now  also  ean  be  regarded  as  the  first  Islamie 
entranee. 


Origin  of  Citrus  limon  (L.)  Burm.  fil.,  lemon 

In  the  21st  century  there  still  existed  much  confusion  regarding  the  origin 
of  the  lemon  fruit.  The  oldest  known  reference  to  the  lemon  appears  in  the 
Sanskrit  literature.  In  the  sacred  book  called  the  White  Yahir-veda,  the 
genus  Citrus  applied  to  citron  and  lemon  is  jambhila.  The  corresponding 
texts  are  found  in  the  Vajasaneyi  Sambita,  a  collection  of  devotional  texts 
dated  prior  to  800  B.C.  that  forms  part  of  this  book^. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  20th  century,  researchers  still  believed  that  the 
lemon  was  of  recent  origin  in  China.  However,  Berthold  Laufer  shows  with 
his  extensive  study  that  this  conception  of  the  matter  is  erroneous  and  that 
Chinese  acquaintance  with  the  lemon  dates  from  the  middle  of  the  twelfth 
century  under  the  Sung  dynasty.  Thanks  to  his  study  we  now  know  that  the 
earliest  reference  to  the  lemon  in  Chinese  records  was  made  by  Fan 
Ch’eng-ta  (A.D.  1 126-1193)  under  the  term  of  limung  in  his  work  of  A.D. 
1175.  Much  more  information  about  the  lemon  is  contained  in  the  work  of 
Chou  K’ii-fei  of  the  year  A.D.  1178,  saying  about  the  li-mung^: 

Some  people  say  that  it  has  eome  to  us  from  the  southern 
barbarians.  The  people  of  P’an-yii  (Canton)  do  not  use  vinegar 
in  large  quantity,  but  avail  themselves  in  partieular  of  the 
juiees  of  this  fruit  whieh  is  well  known  for  its  sourness, 
squeezing  the  juiee  out  with  a  spoon.  They  also  boil  it  in 
honey,  soak  it  in  a  brine,  and  dry  it  at  the  sun  when  it  is  ready 
for  eonsumption. 


^  SCORA,  Rainer  W.  (1975).  On  the  History  and  Origin  of  Citms.  In:  Bulletin  of 
the  Torrey  Botanical  club,  Vol.  102,  N°  6,  pp.  369-375.  Citation  on  p.  369. 

^  LAUFER,  Berthold  (1934).  The  Lemon  in  China  and  Elsewhere.  In:  Journal  of 
the  American  Oriental  Society,  Vol.  54,  N°  2,  pp.  143-160.  Citations  on  pp.  145- 
146. 
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The  specific  name  of  the  lemon  tree  derived  from  arab  laymun.  Even 
today,  most  writers  and  experts  of  the  arabic  literature  do  not  know 
its  origin.  We  know  that  the  lemon  is  a  kind  of  uncertain  origin, 
which  for  many  authors  is  an  invalid  specie  because,  in  reality,  it  is  a 
hybrid  in  which  intervened  citron,  one  of  the  limes  and  probably  one 
or  other  sort  of  the  genus  Citrus,  too.  The  Geographical  area  and  the 
historical  moment,  in  which  happened  this  hybridization,  are  not 
clear  and.  While  most  of  the  authors  of  the  original  of  the  lemon 
incline  to  India  around  the  tenth  century  A.D.,  others  do  originate  it 
in  Italy  in  such  advanced  date  as  the  XVI  century^.  With  other 
words,  there  remains  still  much  confusion  about  the  first  lemons  in 
Europe. 

In  a  study  done  in  1979  of  some  pots  appearing  in  the  Garden  of 
Hercules  at  Pompeii  Professor  WiUielmina  Feemster  Jashemski 
(1910-2007)^  already  asked  the  question  if  there  could  not  have  been 
cultivated  lemons  in  the  “Garden  of  Hercules”: 

In  1973  we  left  one  pot  in  the  ground  because  we  did  not  want  to  destroy  a 
root  cavity  in  taking  out  the  pot.  The  following  summer  when  we  pulled  the 
soil  away  from  the  root  cast  it  was  impressive  to  see  the  cast  of  a 
substantial  tree  root  which  had  grown  out  of  the  pot  (pi.  58,  fig.  8);  most 
interesting  was  the  discovery  of  a  second  pot  nearby.  The  yormg  tree  which 
had  been  started  in  this  pot  had  not  grown,  so  the  ancient  gardener  had 
planted  another  in  a  pot  a  short  distance  away.  Dr.  Fideghelli  said  the  root 
growing  from  the  pot  had  the  apearance  of  a  lemon  tree  root.  Pliny  (supra) 
tells  us  that  the  citron  was  imported  in  earthenware  pots  with  holes;  and 
lemons  are  started  in  pots  today.  It  would  be  natmal  for  lemon  trees  to  have 
been  planted  near  a  wall  for  protection,  as  is  often  done  today.  Is  it  possible 
that  there  were  lemon  trees  in  the  “Garden  of  Hercules”? 

Consequently,  Dr.  Carlo  Fideghelli,  of  the  Istituto  Sperimentale  per 
la  Frutticoltura,  Ministero  dell’Agricoltura  at  Roma  believed  that  a 


*  CARABAZA  BRAVO,  Julia  Maria  and  Others  (2004).  Arboles  y  arbustos  en 
Al-Andalus.  Consejo  superior  de  investigaciones  cientificas,  p.  244. 

®  JASHEMSKI,  Wilhelmin  Feemster.  (1979).  The  garden  of  Hercules  at 
Pompeii.  The  discovery  of  a  Commercial  Flower  Garden.  In:  American  Jorunal  of 
Archaeology,  Vol.  83,  N“  4,  pp.  403-411. 


202 


Your  visit  to  Blanca,  a  village  in  the  famous  Ricote  Valley 


casts  of  the  root  cavities  of  the  Garden  of  Hercules  had  the 
appearance  of  a  lemon-tree  root.  On  the  other  hand  Pliny let  us 
know  that  citron  was  imported  in  pots  with  holes  In  1990, 
Jashemsky  wrote  again  about  the  lemon  trees  in  her  interesting 
researches  effected  in  the  market-garden  orchard  at  Pompeii^^: 

Pliny  (12.16)  also  reports  that  “various  countries  tried  to  acclimatize  the 
citron,  imponing  it  in  earthenware  pots  with  breathing  holes  for  the  roots." 
This  is  a  good  description  of  our  Pompeian  pots.  Is  it  possible  that  in  this 
garden  there  were  exotic  trees,  such  as  the  citron,  that  were  imported  in 
pots?  At  the  time  that  Pompeii  was  destroyed  there  was  great  interest  in 
introducing  new  fmit  and  nut  trees  into  Italy.  Perhaps  the  ship  Europa  did 
reflect  the  commercial  activity  of  the  owner.  Or  could  lemon  trees  perhaps 
have  been  planted  in  the  pots?  Today  at  Pompeii,  lemon  trees  are  air 
layered  in  pots,  or  their  modem  equivalents. 

With  regards  to  the  luxurious  villa  of  Poppaea  at  Oplontis  that 
belonged  to  the  wife  of  the  Emperor  Nero,  excavation  began  in 
1964.  Jashemsky^^  took  part  in  the  excavations  and  therefore  can  be 
considered  to  be  an  authority  in  this  field.  She  has  the  following 
comments  with  respect  to  the  Sculpture  garden  and  lemon  tree: 

SEM  photographs  of  the  woody  material  fi-om  the  tree  behind  statue  base 
VIII  indicated  to  Dr.  Francis  Hueber  that  this  could  be  either  a  laurel 
(Laums  nobilis  L.)  or  a  lemon  tree  (Citms  Limon  (L.)  Burm.  F.),  but  when 
we  excavated  the  root  cast  we  found  that  this  tree  had  been  air  layered  in  a 
pot.  Faurels  are  easily  rooted  and  are  never  started  in  this  way.  A  broken 
amphora  (the  top  half)  had  been  used  for  a  pot;  the  root  grew  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  amphora.  Today,  in  this  area,  lemons  are  air  layered,  but  old 
tin  cans  or  plastic  containers  are  the  broken  amphoras  of  the  modem  world. 


PLINY //V  12.16 

JASHEMSKI,  Wilhelmina  F.  (1981).  The  Campanian  Peristyle  Garden.  In: 
Ancient  Roman  Gardens.  Washington,  D.C.,  pp.  29-48 

1^  JASHEMSKI,  Wilhelmin  Feemster.  (1990).  Gardens  and  cultivated  land 
destroyed  by  Vesuvius.  In:  Volcanism  and  Fossil  Biotas,  N®  244.  Edited  by  M.G. 
Fockley,  Alan  Rice,  pp.  118,  124-125. 

1^  JASHEMSKI,  Wilhelmin  Feemster.  (1979).  Gardens  and  cultivated  land 
destroyed  by  Vesuvius.  In:  Volcanism  and  Fossil  Biotas,  N®  244.  Edited  by  M.G. 
Fockley,  Alan  Rice,  pp.  118,  124-125. 
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The  root  cavity  behind  statue  base  VII  was  similar  in  size  and  shape,  and 
also  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  lemon  tree. 

The  complexity  of  this  garden,  which  extends  farther  to  the  north,  south 
and  east,  will  become  clearer  only  with  further  excavation,  but  we  are 
charmed  by  the  portion  already  uncovered.  Dramatically  placed  behind 
each  of  the  two  central  statue  bases  was  an  exotic  lemon  tree,  such  as  we 
find  pictured  in  the  garden  paintings,  and  which  were  esteemed  for  the 
fragrance  of  their  blossoms  and  the  beauty  of  their  fmit.  Completing  this 
picture,  behind  the  statue  base  on  each  side  of  the  lemon  trees  was  a  lovely 
oleander,  with  still  more  oleanders  behind  the  small  bases  at  the  rear.  The 
oleander  would  have  been  the  pale  pink  one,  ever  present  in  the  garden 
paintings,  and  so  often  pictured  amid  sculpture.  This  colorful  scene  of 
lemon  trees  and  oleanders  was  framed  on  each  side  by  three  stately  plane 
trees,  which  furnished  shade  to  those  strolling  along  the  pool  and  cast 
shadows  on  the  shining  marble  statue. 
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Lemon  tree  in  Roman  wallpainting  from  Pompeii,  House  of  the  Fruit 
Orchard.  Photo:  P.  Hunt  2012 

Wilhelmina  Feemster  Jashemski''*  made  a  thorough  study  of  the 
lemon  fruit.  She  found  that  the  Romans  distinguished  the  lemon  and 
citron  as  two  distinct  fruits,  as  a  mosaic  of  about  A.D.  100  in  the 
Terme  Museum  at  Rome  shows.  Furthermore  she  mentioned  that 
paintings  of  the  lemon  trees  were  found  in  the  House  of  the  Fruit 
Orchard  in  Pompeii  and  in  the  Naples  Museum.  She  stated  that  the 
Vesuvian  evidence  is  the  earliest  documentation  of  the  lemon  from 
antiquity,  that  one  can  resume  as  follows: 

Beautiful  paintings  of  fiuiting  lemon  trees  were  found  in  the  House  of  the 
fruit  Orchard  in  Pompeii.  A  spectacular  lemon  tree  loaded  with  accurately 
painted  yellow  fruit  dominates  the  left  panel  of  the  E  wall  in  the  room  of 
the  E  side  of  the  atrium  (Fig.  82):  another  lemon  tree  with  golden  frait  and 
a  female  oriole  sitting  on  a  branch,  in  the  room  off  the  peristyle,  above  the 
window,  is  in  the  middle  panel  of  the  S  wall  (Fig.  322). 

But  the  Romans  clearly  knew  the  lemon  and  painted  lemon  trees  with 
accurately  portrayed  fruit.  They  also  distinguished  the  lemon  and  citron  as 
two  distinct  Suits,  as  a  mosaid  of  about  A.D.  100  in  the  Terme  Museum  at 
Rome  shows.  The  lemon  (second  frait  from  the  left)  and  the  citron  (fourth 
fruit  from  the  left)  are  each  accurately  portrayed,  showing  their  different 
characteristics  and  relative  size. 

Strange  enough  the  photo  of  the  lemons  that  appears  in  the  book  of 
Jashemski  is  the  reverse  one  of  the  photo  that  appears  in  the  book  of 
Ciarallo.  Here  before  we  have  placed  a  small  part  of  both  photos 
because  the  discovery  of  the  origin  of  the  first  lemon  is  an  important 
one  and  history  should  only  reflect  the  true.  The  book  of  Annamaria 
Ciarallo  was  published  a  year  before  the  book  of  Wilhelmina 
Jashemski. 


JASHEMSKI,  Wilhelmina  Feemster;  MEYER,  Frederick  G.  (2002).  The 
natural  history  of  Pompei,  pp.  101-103. 
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In  a  study  done  in  1979  of  the  pots  appearing  in  the  Garden  of 
Hereules  at  Pompeii  Jashemski^^  already  asked  the  question  if  there 
eould  not  have  been  eultivated  lemons  in  the  “Garden  of  Hereules”: 

In  1973  we  left  one  pot  in  the  ground  because  we  did  not  want  to  destroy  a 
root  cavity  in  taking  out  the  pot.  The  following  summer  when  we  pulled  the 
soil  away  from  the  root  cast  it  was  impressive  to  see  the  cast  of  a 
substantial  tree  root  which  had  grown  out  of  the  pot  (pi.  58,  fig.  8);  most 
interesting  was  the  discovery  of  a  second  pot  nearby.  The  young  tree  which 
had  been  started  in  this  pot  had  not  grown,  so  the  ancient  gardener  had 
planted  another  in  a  pot  a  short  distance  away.  Dr.  Fideghelli  said  the  root 
growing  from  the  pot  had  the  apearance  of  a  lemon  tree  root.  Pliny  (supra) 
tells  us  that  the  citron  was  imported  in  earthenware  pots  with  holes;  and 
lemons  are  started  in  pots  today.  It  would  be  natural  for  lemon  trees  to  have 
been  planted  near  a  wall  for  protection,  as  is  often  done  today.  Is  it  possible 
that  there  were  lemon  trees  in  the  “Garden  of  Hercules”? 

So  after  many  years  of  investigations  one  now  finally  knows,  thanks 
to  the  effort  of  Jashemski,  where  the  first  lemons  were  found  in 
Europe. 

With  referenee  to  the  lemons  knows  in  the  Roman  times  Rainer  W. 
Seora  states:  «The  Romans  were  aequainted  with  lemons  and 
probably  sour  oranges  as  well  as  eitrons.  Many  eitrus  groves, 
however,  were  abandoned  during  the  disintegration  of  their  empire 
and  simply  vanished.  The  next  advanee  and  diffusion  of  eitrieulture 
in  the  West  eame  through  the  rise  of  Islam  and  the  Arab  empire.  By 
1150  A.D.  the  Arabs  had  brought  eitron,  sour  orange,  lemon  and 
pummelo  into  North  Afriea  and  Spain^^.  However,  J.  Esteban 
Hernandez  Bermejo  and  Expiraeion  Gareia  Sanehez  state  that  the 
lemon  is  of  the  tenth  eentury^^. 


JASHEMSKI,  Wilhelmin  Feemster.  (1979).  The  garden  of  Hercules  at 
Pompeii.  The  discovery  of  a  Commercial  Flower  Garden.  In:  American  Journal  of 
Archaeology,  Vol.  83,  N°  4,  pp.  403-411. 

SCORA,  Rainer  W.  (1975).  On  the  History  and  Origin  of  Citrus.  In:  Bulletin  of 
the  Torrey  Botanical  club,  Vol.  102,  N°  6,  pp.  369-375.  Citation  on  p.  370. 

HERNANDEZ  BERMEJO,  J.  Esteban  &  GARCIA  SANCHEZ,  Expiraeion 
(1998).  Economic  Botany  and  Ethnobotany  in  Al-Andalus  (Iberian  Peninsula: 
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The  great  researeher  John  Hooper  Harvey  (1911-1997)  v^as  a  British 
arehiteetural  historian,  who  speeialised  himself  in  writing  on  English 
Gothie  arehiteeture.  On  the  other  hand  he  was  a  pioneer  in  the  field 
of  garden  history.  His  eontribution  to  the  gardening  books  and  plant 
list  of  Islamie  Spain  is  impressing,  beeause  effeetively  the  Islamie 
eontribution  to  hortieulture  was  very  important: 

Western  Europe  owes  many  plants  as  well  as  much  horticultural  technique 
to  the  dominion  of  the  Moors  in  Spain  from  A.D.  711  to  1492.  Under  the 
Western  Omayyad  Caliphate  of  Cordova  (929 — 1031)  Andalusia  was  the 
highest  centre  of  civilisation  in  the  Euro-mediterranean  region  and 
produced  scientific  literature  in  all  fields,  linked  with  the  immense  Islamic 
culture  in  Arabic.  Botany,  Agriculture  and  Horticultura,  with  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  formed  branches  of  a  subject  eagerly  pursued  by  scholars 
and  by  practical  collectors  and  cultivators.  Though  the  debt  of  Europe,  and 
of  modem  civilisation,  to  Arabic  science  is  well  known,  the  importance  of 
the  Islamic  contribution  to  horticulture  has  not  been  sufficiently  recognised. 

In  Spain,  even  today,  cultivation  is  at  its  best  in  the  parts  of  the  country 
longest  under  Moorish  mle,  or  which  took  pains  to  preserve  Moorish 
methods.  Much  knowledge  was  conveyed  personally  from  the  Muslims  and 
their  baptised  descendants  the  Moriscos  to  the  Christian  Spaniards.  Long 
before  the  expulsions  (1492-1609)  the  Christians  were  learning  from 
Arabic  agricultural  literature  through  translations  into  Latin  and  Castilian. 
Besides,  many  Christian  Spaniards  in  Aragon,  Andalusia,  and  Toledo  were 
still  bilingual. 

The  Persian  al-Dinawari^^  (e.  820-895)  known  as  the  father  of  the 
Arab  Botany,  wrote  a  Book  of  Plants  in  Arabie.  Yunus  ib  Ahmad  al- 
Harrani^^  brought  this  book  to  Spain  around  880.  The  book  of  al- 


Tenth-Fifleenth  Centuries),  an  Unknown  Heritage  of  Mankind.  In:  Economic 
Botany,  Vol.  52,  1,  pp.  15-26. 

Abu  Hanifa  Ahmad  ibn  Da'ud  al-Dinawari.  (1953).  The  book  of  Plants  of  Abu 
Hanifa  A-Dinawari.  Part  of  the  alphabetical  section  (aleph  to  zain)  edited  from  the 
unique  MS.  In  the  library  of  the  University  of  Istanbul,  with  an  introduction,  notes, 
indices,  and  a  vocabulary  of  selected  words.  Bernhard  Lewin,  ed.  Uppsala 
Universitets  Arrskrift,  no.  10.  Uppsala:  Lundequistaska. 

Abu  Hanifa  Ahmad  ibn  Da’ud  al-Dinawari.  (1974).  The  book  of  plants.  Part  of  the 
monograph  section.  Bernhard  Lewin,  ed.  Wiesbaden:  Steiner. 

MEYERHOF,  M.  (1935).  Esquisse  d’histoire  de  la  pharmacologie  et  botanique 
chez  les  musulmans  d’Espagne.  In:  Al-Andalus,  III,  pp.  1-41. 
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Kaldani^*^,  bom  before  912  had  been  lost.  In  951,  the  monk  Nicholas 
translated  in  Arabic  the  illustrated  manuscript  of  Dioscorides^*  that 
the  Caliph  ‘Abd  ar  Rahman  III  (912-961)  had  received  in  949  from 
the  Byzantine  Emperor  Constantine  VII  Porphyrogenitus  (913-959). 
Ibn  JuljuF^  wrote  in  983  a  supplement  to  Dioscorides.  He  was  the 
physician  of  Caliph  Hisham  II  (976-1009).  A  work  of  vital 
importance  for  the  study  of  botany  and  agriculture  is  the  Calendario 
de  Cordoba  written  by  Arib  ben  Said^^  in  the  10*  century.  There  is 
also  an  anonymous  Tratado  Andalusi  de  Agricultura;  it  origins  from 
the  tenth  century^"^.  In  the  eleventh  century,  the  original  “School”  in 
Cordova  moved  first  to  Toledo  and  thereafter  to  Seville,  and  a  close 
connexion  with  Granada  was  maintained.  The  physician  and 
chemist,  Ibn  Wafid^^,  from  Toledo  wrote  the  Compendio  de 
Agricultura.  The  Andalusian  agronomist  Ibn  Bassef^  wrote  a 
handbook  on  agriculture  and  gardening  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
century  that  he  dedicated  to  al-Ma’mun^^.  Then  there  was  an  Abu  al- 
Jayr^^,  from  Sevilla  who  wrote  the  Treat  of  Agricultre.  Ibn  Hajjaj^^ 


O’LEARY,  de  Lacy  (1949).  How  Greek  Science  passed  to  the  Arabs,  pp.  172- 
175; 

NAKOSTEEN,  M.  (1964).  History  of  Islamic  Origins  of  Western  Education 
(Boulder,  Colorado),  p.  274. 

DIETRICH,  A.  (1988).  Dioscorides  Triumphans,  2  vols.  Gottingen. 

O’LEARY,  de  Lacy  (1949).  How  Greek  Science  passed  to  the  Arabs,  p.  171. 
NAKOSTEEN,  M.  (1964).  History  of  Islamic  Origins  of  Western  Education 
(Boulder,  Colorado),  p.  252. 

DOZY  (1961).  Le  Calendrier  de  Cordoue  de  I’annee  961.  E.J.  Brill,  Leiden, 
(ed.,  translation  by  Pellat.) 

LOPEZ  LOPEZ,  A.  (1990).  Un  tratado  agricola  andalusi.  C.S.I.C.  Granada. 
MILLAS  VALLICROSA,  Jose  Maria  (1943).  La  traduccidn  castellana  del 
Tratado  de  Agricultura  de  Ibn  Wafid.  A1  Andalus  8:  N°  2,  pp.  281-232. 

Abu  ’Abd  Allah  Muhammad  ibn  Ibrahim  ibn  Bassal  al-Tulaytuli  (of  Toledo). 
IBN  BASSAL  (1955).  Libro  de  Agricultura,  edited  with  Spanish  translation  by 
J.M.  Millas  Vallicrosa  and  M.  Aziman  (Tetuan,  Instituto  Muley  el-Hasan  1955); 
cf  Millas  Vallicrosa,  Al- Andalus,  XIII,  1948,  pp.  347-430. 

BOLENS,  L.  (1981).  Agronomes  andalous  du  Moyen  Age,  Droz,  Geneve-Paris. 

CARABAZA  BRAVO,  J.  (1991).  Tratado  de  Agricultura  de  Abu  1-Jayr, 
Instituto  de  Cooperacidn  con  el  Mundo  Arabe,  Madrid. 


208 


Your  visit  to  Blanca,  a  village  in  the  famous  Ricote  Valley 


of  Seville  v^rote  ‘The  Suffieieney”  in  1073-1074  and  the  geographer 
Ibn  Amr^^  (d.  1094)  a  book  on  the  plants  and  trees  o  Andalusia.  Al- 
TignarP^,  A  Physieian,  as  v^ell  as  a  good  writer  and  an  exeellent 
poet,  dedieated  a  treatise  to  the  prinee  of  Granada,  Abu  Tahir  Tamim 
(d.  1 125).  One  of  the  greatest  of  all  mediaeval  herbals  was  written  by 
al-GhafiqP^  (d.  1166).  The  traveller  Ibn  Mufarraj^^  (e.  1170-1240) 
eontinued  a  work  on  Dioseorides  and  on  the  lost  books  of  Abu  al- 
‘Abbas  Ahmad  al-Nabati^^  (“the  Botanist”).  In  the  twelfth  eentury, 
there  was  also  the  immense  eneyelopaedia  of  Ibn  al-Baitar^^  on  the 
medieal  virtues  of  plants,  and  even  wrote  a  Treatise  on  the  Lemon.  In 
the  next  eentury  there  was  a  Book  of  Agrieulture  of  Ibn  al- 


Abu-l-Khair  Ahmad  ibn  Muhammad  ibn  Hajjaj  al-Ishbili.  See  GARCIA 
GOMEZ,  E.  (1945).  Sobre  Agricultura  arabigoespahola  (Cuestiones 
biobibliograficas).  In:  Al-Andalus,  X,  1945,  pp.  127-146.  Citation  onp.  137. 
CARABAZA  BRAVO,  J.  (1988).  Ahmad  b.  Muhammad  b.  Hayyay:  lo  que  basta 
saber  sobre  agricultura,  2  vols.  Universidad  de  Granada. 

NAKOSTEEN,  M.  (1964).  History  of  Islamic  Origins  of  Western  Education 
(Boulder,  Colorado),  p.  235. 
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Abu  Muhammad  ’Abd  Allah  ibn  Ahmad  ibn  al-Baitar  Dhiya  al-Din  al-Malaqi, 
bom  at  Malaga  and  died  1248  at  Damascus.  His  great  work  was  translated  into 
SONTHEEMER,  Joseph  von  (1840-1842).  Grosse  Zusammenstellung  iiber 
Krafte  der  bekannten  einfachen  Heil-  und  Nahmngsmittel,  von  Abu  Mohammed 
Abdallah  ben  Ahmed  aus  Malaga  bekannt  unter  dem  namen  Ebn  Baithar,  (2  vols., 
Stuttgart,  and  into  French  by  IBN  EL-BEITHAR  (1877-1883).  Traite  des 
simples.  3  vols.  LECLERC.  Notices  et  Extraits  des  manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotheque 
Nationale  et  autres  biblotheques,  XXIII,  XXV,  XXVI,  Paris. 
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‘Awwam^^,  in  which  we  see  the  term  lemon.  In  the  second  half  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  Ibn  Luyun  wrote  the  Poem  on  Agriculture^'' . 

There  are  still  authors  that  believe  that  the  lemon  is  a  native  of  Arab 
lands, but  all  the  Arabic  names  for  citrus  fruits  are  of  foreign  origin. 
On  the  other  hand  no  Arabic  author  says  that  species  of  the  genus 
Citrus  is  native  to  the  Arabian  Peninsula.  In  the  first  half  of  the  10* 
century,  Al-Istakhri  ascribes  it  explicitly  to  al-Mansurah,  a  port  and 
southernmost  Muslim  outpost  in  Sindh,  indicating  that  they  have  in 
their  lands  a  fruit  with  a  size  of  an  apple  which  is  called  limunah  that 
is  sour  and  very  acid^^. 

Al-Maqdisi^^  (d.  after  1000  A.D  .)  states  that  the  laymunah  belongs 
to  Sindh.  L.  Ramon-Laea"^^  let  us  know  that  Abu  1-Khayr^^  from 
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Sevilla,  in  the  11*  century,  considered  the  lemon  as  cultivar  of  the 
citron.  He  astonished  to  see  that  Dioscorides  nor  Gallen  had 
described  them  in  their  literature. 


The  Tabula  Rogeriana  was  drawn  by  Al-Idrissi  in  1154  for  the 
Norman  King  Roger  II  of  Sicily,  after  a  stay  of  eighteen  years  at  his 
court,  where  he  worked  on  the  commentaries  and  illustrations  of  the 
map.  The  map,  with  legends  written  in  Arabic,  while  showing  the 
Eurasian  continent  in  its  entirety,  only  shows  the  northern  part  of  the 


RAMON-LACA,  L.  (2003).  The  Introduction  of  Cultivated  Citms  to  Emope 
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4,pp.  502-514. 

IBN  AL-‘AWWAM  (1802).  Kitab  al-fdaha.  Libro  de  agricultura  I.  Edited  and 
translated  by  J.A.  Banqueri,  Imprenta  Real,  Madrid. 
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African  continent  and  lacks  details  of  the  Horn  of  Africa  and 
Southeast  Asia.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  telling  the  king,  among 
countless  other  cultural,  floral  and  faunal  details,  about  citrus  trees 
he  had  witnessed  elsewhere.  The  increasing  fragrance  of  thousands 
of  lemon  trees  -  some  planted  for  earlier  emirs  —  wafted  through 
the  valley  below  Palermo’s  Palazzo  Normanni,  well-watered  by  the 
qanat  aqueduct  system  (Arabic  etymological  source  for  our  word 
“canal”)  that  flowed  from  the  surrounding  mountains'^^. 


9^^  century 

Al-Dinawari 

Book  of  Plants 

10^^  century 

Al-Kaldani 

Book  lost 

Nicholas 

Dioscorides 

Ibn  Juljul 

Supplement  Dioscorides 

Arib  ben  Said 

Calendario  Agricola 

Unknown 

Tratado  Andalusi  de  Agricultura 

century 

Ibn  Bassel 

Handbook  of  agriculture 

Ibn  Haj  jai 

The  Sufficiency 

Ibn  Amr 

Book  on  plants/trees 

IbnWafid 

Compendio  de  Agricultura 

Al-Tignari 

Esplendor  del  jardin  y  recreo  de  las  mentes 

Abu  al-Jayr 

Tratado  de  Agricultura 

12t  century 

Al-Ghafiqi 

Mediaeval  herbals 

Ibn  Mufarraj 

Supplement  Dioscorides 

Ibn  al-Baitar 

Medical  virtues  of  plants 

Treatise  on  the  lemon 

Ibn  al.’Awwam 

Book  of  Agriculture 

13t  century 

Ibn  Luyun 

Tratado  de  Agricultura 

HUNT,  Patrick  (2012).  The  Exotic  History  of  Citrus.  In:  Paleobotany,  October 
30. 
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^  '  if  * 


Arabic  translation  of  Dioscorides  ‘‘De  Materia  Medica”,  Bagdad,  1224  CE 


Jacques  de  Vitry"^^  (d.  1240),  bishop  of  Acre,  describes  a  fruit 
common  in  Palestine  which  is  certainly  Citrus  medica  limon: 

Sunt  praeterea  aliae  arbores  fmctus  acidos,  pontici  videlicit  saporis,  ex  se 
procreantes,  quos  appellant  limones.  Quomm  succo  in  aestate  cum  camibus 


VITRIACO,  Jacobi  de  (161 1).  Hist.  Iherosolym,  cap.  Ixxxv.  in/.  Bongars. 
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&  piscibus  libentissime  utuntur,  eo  quodsit  frigidus  &  exsiccans  palatum,  & 
provocans  appetitum. 

Francesc  Eiximenis'^'*,  in  1383,  mentioned  in  his  literature  about 
Valencia  various  citrus  fruits:  grapefruit,  oranges,  limes,  lemons  and 
citrons  (adzebrons,  aranges,  Himes,  llimons  and  teronges).  In  the 
bilingual  dictionary  of  Pedro  de  Alcala'^^  we  find  that  the  name  of 
lemon  is  laymun  in  arabic.  Alonso  de  Herrera"*^  in  a  chapter  of  his 
General  Agriculture  speaks  about  the  limones. 

The  lemon  was  considered  by  Linnaeus  to  be  a  variety  of  the  citron 
(C.  medica)  and  obviously  closely  related  to  it.  Probably  the  lemon 
should  be  considered  as  a  satellite  species  of  the  citron;  possibly  it 
may  prove  to  be  of  hybrid  origin,  perhaps  having  the  citron  and  the 
lime  for  parent  species.  However,  also  a  mutation  of  the  citron  could 
have  been  generated  changes  characteristics  of  the  fruit  resulting  in  a 
new  variety,  the  lemon. 

In  the  edition  of  Al-Saqati'^^  does  not  appear  the  term  laymun  but 
utruyy.  The  latter  term  designates,  according  to  Andalusian  works  as 


ALPERA,  L.  (1968).  Los  nombres  trecentistas  de  botanica  valenciana  en 
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Valencia,  Valencia. 
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HERRERA,  G.A.  de  (1818).  Agricultmal  general  de  Gabriel  Alonso  de 
Herrera,  corregida  segiin  el  testo  original  de  la  primera  edicibn  publicada  en  1513 
or  el  mismo  autor  y  adicionada  por  la  Real  Sociedad  Econbmica  Matritense  2. 
Imprenta  Real,  Madrid. 
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CANO  AVILA,  Pedro  (0000).  El  saber  en  Al-Andalus:  textos  y  estudios, 
Volumen  2,  p.  43. 

CHALMETA  GENDRON,  Pedro  (1967).  Kitab  fi  adab  al-hisba  (libro  del  buen 
gobiemo  del  zoco)  de  al  Saqati.  In:  Al-Andalus:  revista  de  las  Escuelas  de 
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well  as  current  dictionaries,  the  Cedar  or  Citrus  medica  L.,  tree  of 
the  Rutaceae  family  like  the  lemon  tree.  During  centuries  it  was 
difficult  to  identify  the  lemon  in  passages  from  ancient  authors,  due 
to  the  absence  during  antiquity  of  a  terminology  to  designate  the 
different  sorts  of  citrus  fruits. 


Wooden  engravings  by  an  unknown  author  from  Jacques  Dalechamps'  Historia  generalis 
plantarum  (1587)  showing  the  lemon  (lower  right).  Except  for  the  insects  added  later,  the  lemon 
is  a  mirror  images  of  an  engraving  from  Andrea  Mattioli's  commentaries  on  Dioscorides'  De 
materia  medica,  published  in  Venice  in  1559. 


Estudios  Arabes  de  Madrid  y  Granada,  Vol.  33,  N“  1,  pp.  143-195  and  N“  2,  pp. 
367-434. 
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Spain,  though  an  agricultural  country,  was  at  the  time  of  Muslim 
conquest  in  71 1  A.C,  agriculturally  underdeveloped.  In  the  course  of 
time,  when  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  Muslim  world,  it  was 
developed  by  the  Hispano-Muslims  to  such  an  extent  that  it  began  to 
export  even  fruits;  'Arab  geographers  like  Ibn  Hawqal,  who  visited 
Spain  towards  the  end  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  10th  century,  and 
Razi  speak  highly  of  the  fertile  lands  of  Spain.  Ibn  Hawqal  says  that 
the  major  part  of  Spain,  irrigated  as  it  is  by  many  rivers,  is  fertile.  He 
adds  that  the  living  is  cheap  and  the  people  in  general  lead  a  life  of 
peace  and  prosperity"^*. 

Ibn  al-‘Awwam  wrote  about  the  system  of  plantation.  The  best  fruit- 
bearing  trees  are  those  which  are  planted.  Care  was  taken  that 
gardens  faced  the  east  putting  had  trees  in  rows.  With  regards  to  the 
citrus  trees  one  has  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  small  trees  should  be 
planted  in  the  first  row  and  near  the  gates  of  the  gardens  and  the 
tanks  -  as  al-rayhan,  citron,  jasmine,  orange,  lemon  and  others"^^. 

One  thing  is  clear,  the  flourishing  trade  in  lemons  came  to  life  in  the 
Islamic  period  and  probably  the  Ricote  Valley  was  one  of  the  first 
cultivated  area  in  Spain.  Today  we  see  that  the  first  place  for  lemons 
is  the  province  Murcia  and  the  second  one  the  province  of  Malaga. 

Ricote  of  the  Ricote  Valley  and  the  cultivation  of  lemons. 

In  the  XV  century  the  Ricote  Valley  already  cultivated  lemons.  The 
place  “El  Puerto  de  la  Losilla”,  about  5  km  from  the  village  of 
Blanca,  was,  in  fact,  a  customs  center,  where  the  travellers  coming 
from  the  roads  of  Toledo-Hellin  and  Yecla-Jumilla  had  to  pay  tax  for 
their  goods  before  continuing  their  voyage  on  the  road  to  Murcia  and 
vice-versa.  During  the  visit  of  the  visitors  of  the  Order  of  St.  Jacob, 
in  1498,  it  was  stipulated  that  for  every  big  load  of  lemons,  12 


IBN  HAWQAL  (1938).  Ed.  J.H.  Kramers,  p.  108. 

LEVI-PROVENQAL,  E.  (1948).  Toma  de  Valencia  or  el  Cid.  In:  Al-Andalus, 
Xllfpp.  153-154. 
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maravedis  had  to  be  paid  as  tax^*^.  This  tax  was  also  applied  to  the 
big  load  of  much  more  products.  Examples:  garlic,  olive  oil,  grana 
(cochineal),  rice,  chickpeas,  pine  kernels,  cumin,  anise,  honey, 
almonds,  nuts,  esparto,  hemp,  linen.  In  1579,  Pedro  de  Vega  of  the 
village  Blanca  traveled  in  mules’  train  to  Pastrana  (Guadalajara)  to 
sell  in  that  town  his  lemons^*.  The  distance  between  Blanca  and 
Pastrana  is  about  400  km  and  could  easily  take  ten  days  that  time. 

In  a  document  issued  on  the  25*  March  1281  one  observes  the  name 
of  Larruelda  de  la  Losilla^^,  changing  in  1285  the  same  in  la  Ruebda 
de  la  Losiella  in  another  document^^.  Jesus  Joaquin  Lopez  Moreno 
states^"^  «that  we  cannot  yet  prove  an  Islamic  history  of  the  tower 
although,  with  these  toponymies,  one  can  appreciate  that  there 
existed  a  control  passage  during  the  Andalusian  period. » 

Probably,  there  was  indeed  an  Islamic  history  of  this  place  seeing 
that  in  778,  'Abd  ar-Rahman,  ibn  Habib  surnamed  the  Slav,  agent  of 
the  caliph  of  Baghdad,  landed  on  the  shores  of  Tudmir  and  he  could 
travel  without  difficulties  to  Valencia.  To  avoid  similar  events,  the 
Umayyad  emir  then  had  to  strengthen  the  eastern  border  along  the 
Via  Augusta,  as  he  did  on  the  northern  border,  raising  a  system  of 
pie-watchman  interrelated  between  them  visually  by  means  of 
towers  and  turrets.  The  watchman  lighted  torches  during  the  nights 
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and  made  smoke  signals  during  the  days^^.  The  same  could  have 
happened  with  this  important  Roman  road. 


In  a  document  issued  on  the  25*  March  1281  one  observes  the  name 
of  Larruelda  de  la  Losilla^^,  changing  in  1285  the  same  in  la  Ruebda 
de  la  Losiella  in  another  document^^.  Jesus  Joaquin  Lopez  Moreno 
states^^  «that  we  cannot  yet  prove  an  Islamic  history  of  the  tower 
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although,  with  these  toponymies,  one  can  appreciate  that  there 
existed  a  control  passage  during  the  Andalusian  period. » 

Probably,  there  was  indeed  an  Islamic  history  of  this  place  seeing 
that  in  778,  'Abd  ar-Rahman,  ibn  Habib  surnamed  the  Slav,  agent  of 
the  caliph  of  Baghdad,  landed  on  the  shores  of  Tudmir  and  he  could 
travel  without  difficulties  to  Valencia.  To  avoid  similar  events,  the 
Umayyad  emir  then  had  to  strengthen  the  eastern  border  along  the 
Via  Augusta,  as  he  did  on  the  northern  border,  raising  a  system  of 
pie-watchman  interrelated  between  them  visually  by  means  of 
towers  and  turrets.  The  watchman  lighted  torches  during  the  nights 
and  made  smoke  signals  during  the  days^^.  The  same  could  have 
happened  with  this  important  Roman  road. 

In  1421,  the  Castilian  King,  John  II  of  Castile,  ordered  that  the 
Commander  of  Ricote  should  have  a  Christian  in  the  Tower  of 
Losilla  and  not  a  Muslim.  However,  in  1498  the  situation  was 
different  as  there  was  only  an  inn.  Apparently,  there  was  not  a  tower 
anymore  in  1498  because  the  visitors  of  the  Order  of  Saint  James 
ordered  to  build  a  tower  next  to  the  porterhouse  to  protect  and 
consolidate  the  place^°. 

The  six  villages  of  the  Ricote  Valley  had  a  control  from  time  to  time 
from  the  visitors  or  inspectors  of  the  Order  of  Saint  James.  The 
Order  of  Saint  James,  was  founded  in  Leon-Castile  circa  1170.  It 
was  probably  originally  founded  as  an  order  of  Augustinian  canons 
regular  to  escort  pilgrims  to  the  shrine  of  St.  James  the  Greater  in 
Santiago  of  Compostella  in  Galicia.  But  King  Ferdinand  II  of  Leon 
soon  set  it  to  garrison  the  southern  frontiers  of  Leon  against  the 
Almohads  of  al-Andalus.  In  this  way,  the  Order  of  Santiago  helped 
the  Castilian  Kings  in  conquering  Muslim  territories  and  they 
became  as  reward  many  territories  from  the  King. 


ANONIMO  (1985).  Villena  en  las  calzadas  romana  y  arabe,  Ayuntamiento  de 
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TORRES  FONTES,  Juan  (1982).  Puerto  de  la  losilla,  Portazgo,  torre  y 
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With  the  death  of  the  eldest  son  and  Castilian  heir,  Fernando  de  la 
Cerda,  the  struggle  began  for  the  succession  to  the  throne  of  Castile. 
The  struggle  was  between  Fernando's  sons,  the  infants  de  la  Cerda, 
and  his  uncle,  son  of  Alfonso  X,  the  Infant  Don  Sancho.  Future 
Sancho  IV,  promised,  in  a  document  dated  March  25,  1281,  to 
reward  the  Order  of  Santiago  by  donating  the  Ricote  Valley, 
including  Negra  (Blanca),  if  they  help  him  in  his  struggle  for  the 
crown.  When  being  proclaimed  king  in  Seville  November  19,  1285, 
Sancho  IV  fulfills  his  commitment  and  gave  to  the  Order  of  Santiago 
the  Ricote  Valley,  their  neighbourhoods,  villages  and  places,  for  the 
support  provided^*. 

Puy  Maeso^^  indicates  that  as  from  1511,  the  visitors  went  to  see  an 
area  that  is  not  documented  in  the  previous  books.  It  was  a  plot  that 
the  mayor  had  acquired  through  barter  with  another  orchard.  The 
new  space  people  defined  as  a  beautiful  garden  and  through  it  one 
could  move  to  another  house  that  the  House  of  the  Knights  had  near 
to  that.  The  plot  that  according  to  the  visit  of  1515  contained  lime 
trees,  orange  trees,  vine  arbors,  cedar  trees,  lemon  trees  and  other 
trees  are  declared  when  the  inspector  described  the  House  of  the 
Knights.  This  home  is  currently  the  edifice  of  the  Convent  of  San 
Diego,  inhabited  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Cenacle.  It  is  in  the  street 
Encomienda,  and  it  still  has  a  small  garden  next  to  the  building.  A 
pool,  that  collects  the  water  brought  by  the  canal  T2,  irrigates  the 
sword.  This  is  conceivably  the  same  beautiful  garden  mentioned  in 
the  texts  of  1511  and  1515.  The  translated  description  of  the  visit  in 
1515  is  as  follows: 

Visit  to  the  House  of  Knights. 

Then  they  visited  some  houses  that  the  House  of  the  Knight  has  in  said 

town  of  Ricote,  which  they  found  in  a  very  good  state.  The  entrance  has  a 

small  doorway  with  its  door,  lock  and  key.  Moreover,  then  there  is  a  small 
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patio  with  a  bathhouse  on  three  pillars  of  plaster  and  a  palace  on  the  left 
hand.  Moreover,  in  this  palace  they  found  placed  the  missing  beams  that 
the  past  visitors  instmcted  to  place.  Moreover,  on  the  right  hand  there  is 
another  palace  well  repaired.  Moreover,  then  there  is  a  quarter  of  this 
establishment  that  had  been  newly  made,  above  and  below,  whole 
bleached.  Moreover,  in  the  other  part  of  that  new  room  there  is  a  transposed 
room  suitable  as  stable  and  another  door  that  leads  to  another  street. 
Moreover,  here  a  sunken  wall  was  found  that  needed  repair.  In  the  said 
transposed  room  there  is  a  small  door  which  goes  to  the  orchard  of  lime 
trees,  orange  trees,  grapevines  and  many  cedar  trees  and  lemon  trees  and 
other  trees  very  well  treated.  It  is  necessary  to  repair  the  roof  of  the  old 
establishment  again  and  to  pickle  the  bank  portals.  And  what  was  left  over 
will  be  preserved  at  the  end  of  the  visit  to  the  House  of  the  Knights. 
Moreover,  one  found  accomplished  all  what  previous  visitors  instmcted  to 
do  in  these  houses. 


Some  uses  of  Lemon  in  the  time  of  Al-Andalus 

The  uses  of  lemon  were  first  deseribed  in  detail  by  Ibn-Jami,  a 
Jewish  physieian  at  the  eourt  of  Saladin  (1171-1193  A.D.),  in  a 
treatise^^  now  lost  on  the  medieal  uses  of  the  lemon.  However,  the 
original  has  been  fortunately  preserved  in  an  in  extenso  quotation  in 
ibn-al-Baytar’s  (d.  1248)  Al-Kitab  al-Jami’  fi  al-Adwiyah  al- 
Mufrad^^,  a  well  known  pharmaeopoeie  work: 

Le  limon  se  compose  de  trois  parties  qui  different  de  qualites  d’emploi: 
I’ecorce,  la  pulpe  (ou  la  partie  acide)  et  les  grains.  L’ecorce,  quand  on  la 
mache,  a  beaucoup  d'amertume,  une  legere  acrete  et  une  astringence 
latente.  Elle  a,  de  plus,  une  aromaticite  manifeste,  ce  qui  prouve  qu’elle  est 


IBN-ABI-USAYBI»AH  (1882).  ’Uyun  al-Anba’  fi  Tabaqat  al-Atibba’,  Cairo,  p. 
115. 

6"^  LECLERC,  L.  (1883).  Traite  des  Simples  par  Ibn  el-Beithar.  In:  Notices  et 
extraits  des  manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  XXVI  (1883),  pt.  1,  pp.  255- 
262.  See  also: 

NAVARRO,  Maria  Angeles  (1990).  Un  avance  de  metodologia  para  el  estudio 
del  Kitab  al-Yami’  de  Ibn  Al-Baytar.  In:  Ciencias 

de  La  Naturaleza  En  Al-Andalus.  Textos  y  Estudios  I,  Editados  por  E.  Garcia 
Sanchez.  Tomo  I,  pp.  71-79. 
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d’une  chaleur  a  peu  pres  temperee  et  d'une  secheresse  evidente.  Elle  est 
chaude  au  commencement  et  seche  a  la  fm  du  second  degre.  En  vertu  de 
son  amertume,  de  son  astringence  et  de  son  aromaticite,  elle  fortifie 
I’estomac.  Elle  a  la  propriete  d’exciter  I'appetit,  d'aider  a  la  digestion,  de 
parfumer  Thaleine,  d’exciter  et  d’assainir  les  visceres,  de  fortifier  le  coeur  et 
de  rectifier  les  humeurs  malsaines.  C’est  aussi  un  antidote  contre  faction 
des  poisons  et  des  baves  infectees  de  virus.  Voila  pourquoi  elle  est 
consideree  comme  medicament.  Comme  aliment,  elle  est  indigeste,  passe 
lentement  et  nourrit  peu,  ce  qui  tient  a  ce  qu’etant  dure  et  resistante,  elle  est 
difficile  a  macher.  Sa  saveur  et  son  odeur  persistent  longtemps  dans  les 
visceres.  Le  limon  est  juteux.  On  le  mange  apres  favoir  depouille  de  son 
ecorce  exterieure  et  jaune,  jusqu’a  ce  qu’il  soit  mis  au  nu  et  recouvert 
seulement  de  cette  pellicule  mince  et  blanche  qui  ressemble  a  celle  de 
foeuf  On  peut  fexprimer  aussi  en  conservant  son  ecorce. 

Lemon  juice  is  diuretic;  the  leaves  and  the  skin  of  the  lemon  be  used 
as  antidotes  against  certain  poisons,  as  is  anise^^. 

Abraham  Maimonides  was  fond  of  lemon  candy^^  or  lemon  cake. 
According  to  Dozy,  this  is  a  sort  of  lemon  pastille  that  was  served  as 
dessert^^. 

Symp  of  Lemon:  Take  lemon,  after  peeling  its  outer  skin,  press  it  and  take 
a  rati  of  juice,  and  add  as  much  of  sugar.  Cook  it  until  it  takes  the  form  of 
a  symp.  Its  advantages  are  for  the  heat  of  bile;  it  cuts  the  thirst  and  binds 
the  bowels^^. 


HERNANDEZ  BERMEJO,  J.  Esteban  &  GARCIA  SANCHEZ,  Expiracion 

(1998).  Economic  Botany  and  Ethnobotany  in  Al-Andalus  (Iberian  Peninsula: 
Tenth-Fifteenth  Centuries),  an  Unknown  Heritage  of  Mankind.  In:  Economic 
Botany,  Vol.  52,  N°  1,  pp.  15-26.  Citation  on  p.  24. 

66  FENTON,  Paul  B.  (1982).  A  meeting  with  Maimonides.  In:  Bulletin  of  the 
School  of  Oriental  and  African  Studies,  University  of  London,  Vokl.  45,  N°  1,  pp. 
1-4. 

DOZY,  R.  (1881).  Supplement  aux  Dictionnaires  arabes,  Leyde,  E.J.  Brill,  Vol. 
II,  p.  328.  Cited  by  FENTON,  Paul  B.  (1982).  A  meeting  with  Maimonides.  In: 
Bulletin  of  the  School  of  Oriental  and  African  Studies,  University  of  London, 
Vokl.  45,  1,  pp.  1-4. 

ANONYMOUS  Cookbook  of  the  13th  Century.  See: 

AUSTIN,  Thomas  (1888).  Two  Fifteenth-Century  Cookery-Books.  Harleian  MS. 
279  &  Hark  MS.  4016,  with  extracts  from  Ashmole  MS.  1429,  Laud  MS.  553,  & 
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Moses  Maimonides  wrote  two  Treatises  on  the  Regimen  of  Health: 
Fi  Tadbir  al-Sihhah  and  Maqalah  fi  Bayan  Ba’d  al-A’rad  wa-al- 
Jawab  ’anha.  Reading  them^^  one  observes  that  siek  men  eould  have 
a  strong  or  weak  medieation.  In  the  ease,  there  was  not  a  physieian 
available  Maimonides  advises  using  a  weak  medieation.  Among  the 
different  food  produets,  Maimonides  suggests  using  lemon  syrup: 

As  for  the  weak  medications,  they  are:  the  extraction  of  blood  by 
scarification  of  the  legs  or  the  upper  parts  of  the  body;  softening  the  belly 
with  the  two  mannas,  pmnes,  cherries,  violets,  refined  symp  of  roses;  and 
their  like;  emesis  with  barley  water,  or  oxymel,  or  radish,  or  orach  seeds,  or 
melon  roots,  and  their  like;  mild  clysters,  like  the  injection  of  barley  gmel, 
or  a  decoction  of  bran,  or  aquamel,  or  oil  alone,  and  the  like  of  these; 
lightening  the  food  by  taking  the  customary  drinks  prepared  from  sugar,  or 
honey,  or  barley  water,  or  kashk  of  barley,  or  soaked  bread  cmmbs,  or  a 
little  bread  in  a  broth  for  the  sick;  medication  with  the  healthy 
medicaments,  that  is  to  say,  things  that  are  often  taken  by  the  healthy  like 
the  renowned  symps,  such  as  the  symps  of  oxymel,  roses,  lemon,  violet, 
and  their  like,  and  the  preserves  that  are  similar,  that  is,  preserved  roses, 
preserved  violets,  preserved  myrobalans,  and  their  like;  taking  decoctions 
compounded  of  light  and  safe  medicaments,  like  liquorice,  maidenhair, 
oxtongue,  endive  seeds,  citron  rind,  sea  holly,  asparagus  roots,  the  bark  of 
endive  roots,  fennel,  parsley,  seeds  of  the  gourd,  purslane  seeds,  cucumber 
seeds,  melon  seeds,  the  stem  of  the  marshmallow  and  its  seeds,  and  their 
like;  infusions  compounded  from  the  fruits,  seeds  and  flowers  that  are 
customary  for  the  healthy  to  take,  and  infusion  of  tamarind.  All  these  are 
light  remedies. 

In  another  Chapter,  Maimonides  advises  that  the  regimen  of  health 
for  the  stools  should  be  soft,  and  again  one  observes  that  the  lemon 
is  used: 

Abul  Marwan  ibn  Zuhr,  may  God  bless  him,  has  said  that  the  best  thing  for 
softening  the  stools  is  an  infusion  of  rhubarb  with  tamarind.  But  what  this 


Douce  MS  55.  London:  for  The  Early  English  Text  Society  by  N.  Triibner  &  Co., 
1888. 

BAR-SELA,  Ariel;  HOFF,  Hebbel  E.;  FARIS,  Elias;  MAIMONIDES, 
Moses  (1964).  two  Treatises  on  the  Regimen  of  Health:  Fi  Tadbir  al-Sihhah  and 
Maqalah  fi  Bayan  Ba’d  al-A’rad  wa-al-Jawab  ’anha.  In:  Transactions  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  New  Series,  Vol.  54,  N®  4,  pp.  3-50.  Citations  on 
pp.  21,23,31  and  37. 
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minor  Servant  looks  upon  as  the  best  with  which  to  soften  the  stools  when 
constipated,  considering  what  was  mentioned  to  him  about  the  temperament 
of  our  Master,  is  to  choose  a  lemon  broth  prepared  with  a  fat  hen,  much 
carthamus,  sugar,  lemon  juice,  and  beets  in  the  water  in  which  they  were 
boiled. 

Maimonides  states  that  it  is  improper  for  anyone  to  eonsume  food  in 
whieh  spoilage  has  appeared.  On  the  eontrary,  he  endeavors  to 
partake  of  sweet  food  with  a  little  of  the  sour,  among  them  lemon 
juiee  and  lemon  water: 

Likewise,  one  should  drink  waters  that  are  sweeter,  clearer,  and  cooler.  If 
one  loathes  sweet  foods,  he  should  temper  his  meal  with  a  little  of  the  sour, 
or  with  something  that  has  a  noticeable  saltiness  or  astringence  in  its  taste, 
like  dishes  cooked  in  verjuice,  vinegar,  lemon,  barley  sauce,  sumac,  quince, 
or  pomegranate  seeds.  These  foods,  though  they  lack  the  virtues  of  the 
sweet  and  provide  but  little  nourish-  ment,  are  beneficial.  First,  they  are  not 
loathsome.  Then,  some  of  them  dissolve  the  phlegm  in  the  stomach  and  are 
appetizing,  like  pickled  dishes;  some  resist  putrefaction  and  remove  it,  like 
dishes  infused  with  vinegar  and  lemon-water,  and  some  strengthen  the 
stomach  and  close  its  orifice,  like  those  that  are  cooked  in  sumac, 
pomegranate  seeds,  quinces  or  veijuice.  One  should  rely  on  these  foods  all 
one  can. 

Moreover,  when  it  eomes  to  the  dishes,  Maimonides  again  suggests 
that  they  should  be  sweet  in  taste  or  have  in  them  a  little  or  just 
pereeptible  sourness.  Also,  here  one  sees  the  importanee  of  lemon: 

The  Dishes:  As  far  as  possible  the  dishes  should  be  sweet  in  taste  or  have  in 
them  a  little  or  just  perceptible  sourness.  I  shall  herewith  mention  a  number 
of  dishes,  so  that  our  Master  may  choose  from  them  those  appropriate  for 
each  and  every  occasion,  because  our  Master  already  knows  the  virtues  of 
most  of  the  foods,  and  a  physician  will  not  fail  to  be  at  hand  to  be  relied 
upon  in  this  regard.  The  first  is  hens  or  roosters,  boiled  or  broiled  in  a  pit, 
or  steamed,  or  cooked  with  chervil,  or  cooked  in  water  into  which  green 
fennel  is  cast;  these  dishes  are  suitable  in  the  winter  time.  Those  cooked  in 
water  to  which  lemon  juice,  cedrat  pulp  or  mixed  lemons  are  added,  are 
suitable  in  the  summer  time.  Those  prepared  with  almonds,  sugar,  lemon 
juice  and  wine  are  suitable  in  every  season. 
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Eating  lemon  peels 

It  is  rather  strange  to  see  people  in  the  Ricote  Valley  eating  lemon 
peels.  However,  they  believe  that  eating  a  lemon  Iruit  is  the  antidote 
for  all  poisons  and  sicknesses.  They  are  doing  so  because  their 
ancestors  did  so.  In  fact,  what  they  do  not  know  is  that  the  lemon 
peels  have  attractive,  active  ingredients  that  are  used  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry: 

-Hesperidin’*^ 

-Diosmin’* 

-Eriocitrin^^ 

-Lemon  Bioflavonoid^^ 


Conclusions 

With  respect  to  the  most  ancient  town  Ricote  of  the  Ricote  Valley, 
research  determined  that  terraces  in  Ricote  were  built  between  706 
A.D.  and  778  A.D.  These  building  were  undertaken  by  some  of  the 
first  Arabic-Berber  tribes  entering  the  Iberian  Peninsula.  This 
information  means  that  the  Ricote  Valley  is  not  only  the  latest 
Islamic  exit  in  Spain  in  1614,  but  now  also  can  be  regarded  as  the 
first  Islamic  entrance. 


™  FUKUCHI,  Yoshiko  &  others  (2008).  Lemon  Polyphenols  Suppress  Diet- 
induced  Obesity  by  Up-Regulation  of  mRNA  Levels  of  the  Enzymes  Involved  in 
P-Oxidation  in  Mouse  White  Adipose  Tissue.  In:  Journal  of  Clinical  Biochemistry 
and  Nutrition,  Vol.  43  (3),  pp.  201-209. 
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HIRAMITSU,  Masanori  (2014).  Eriocitrin  ameliorates  diet-induced  hepatic 
steatosis  with  activation  of  mitochondrial  biogenesis.  In:  Scientfic  Reports,  4,  N“ 
3708,  pp.  1-11. 
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The  idea  of  Jesus  Joaquin  Lopez  Moreno  that  the  tower  of  Puerto  de 
la  Losilla  already  existed  in  the  Islamic  time  is  gaining  ground. 

It  is  still  difficult  to  state  in  which  moment  exactly  the  husbandmen 
started  with  the  cultivation  of  lemons  in  Ricote  and  the  other  villages 
of  the  Ricote  Valley,  being  Abaran,  Negra  (Blanca),  Ojos,  Ulea  and 
Villanueva  de  Segura.  Probably  it  was  the  XV  century.  Today,  with 
95%  of  the  total  production,  the  province  Murcia  is  the  most 
important  producer  of  lemons  in  Spain.  With  the  figures  now  at 
hand,  the  Ricote  Valley  was  the  first  producer  of  lemons  in  the 
province  Murcia  and  Spain.  According  to  their  particular  agricultural 
method,  the  lemons  of  this  Valley  can  be  considered  to  be  of  a 
superior  quality. 
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For  more  information  direct  yourself  to: 

Municipal  Tourist  Office 
Avenida  Rio  Segura  - 

Centro  de  Interpretacion  de  la  Lnz  y  el  Agua 

30540  Blanca  (Murcia)  Spain 

Telephone:  00  34  968  775  093 

Fax:  00  34  968  778  661 

Mobil:  00  34  649  928  851 

Email:  turismovallericote@gmail.com 

Websites: 

http://www.turismovallericote.com/ 

http://www.amigosdelvalle.es/ 

https://www.facebook.com/valle.dericoteinagotable 
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